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Formula Two championship round at Thruxton 


Take a second look. 
Abrand new Fiat 124 Special T. 


The smart looks are the same, but 
f \ a new 1592 cc twin ohc engine gives 
today’s motorist even greater speed. 
a et cceleration and manoeuvrability. 


Maximum speed 105 mph approx 
add to that the big plus of a 5-speed 
gearbox (not forgetting Fiat's 
superlative standard equipment) 
and you have all the essential 
ingredients of reliability and 
performance together in one neat 
package. The new Fiat 124 Special T 


AUTOSPORT 


BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


April 26, 1973 Volume 51 No 4 


EDITORIAL 


2 Pit and Paddock 
@ Thruxton : Pescarolo gives Motul first F2 win 
76 Singapore GP: Schuppan shows the way 
19 Purely personal RCT 
20 Brands Hatch : Thompson topples them _ 
22 Mallory Park: Jones mastersthewet 
24 Silverstone : Green impressive 


30 Special Stage 

Ouiton Park : Russell Wood in the wet 
35 Snetterton: Lunger’s new Trojan wins 
40 Correspondence & 
41 Rufforth : Wilkinson's Mexico victory 
43 Sports Extra 


No apologies for the quality of the picture—it's just Roger Clark 
lurking out of the dust on the Safari Rally. See page 26. 


Editor : John Houslander 
cRober Fearnsit” Techaieal 


utosport, Haymarket Publishing L1é, Gillow House. 
Ws "re\  Gt-808 3605" Subscriptions ‘and-beck mumioere 


58:68" 9600. Annual 
‘Caneds $27 (C1040) 


over printed 
Rogistered st the PO 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 26, 1973 


F5000, American-style 


Formula 5000, that brash, brutish class for the American 
stock-block single-seaters, appears to be making its 
mark. North America’s L&M-backed series gets under- 
way at Riverside, California, this weekend, and all and 
sundry are convinced that (hold your breath) this race 
should be the first of a series of the most exciting road 
races ever to grace that continent's circuits. The infusion 
of a fat handful of redundant Grand Prix drivers seems 
certain to bring a new level of quality to F5000 
competition, and many of the American entries have 
consequently been increasing their strength. It must 
seem the L&M Championship has all the necessary 
trappings for a lavish production of The Formula 5000 
Dream Come True. 

But in the management rooms of American motor 
sport there are still some lurking problems, for F5000 
has yet to show that it can draw a respectable crowd. 
Despite the vastly improved racing and entertainment 
barometers produced by last year’s series, the crowds 
were adamant about staying away. The problem, it 
seems, lies in the lack of major names. Stars such as 
Unser, Petty, Stewart, Donohue, Andretti—these are the 
attractions that draw’ droves of people to Daytona and 
Indianapolis and Watkins Glen. In America, more than 
anywhere else in the world, it is stars that’ are needed 
and the circuit promoters are well aware that a name 
like Hobbs or Lunger or Gethin or Scheckter is meaning- 
less to the average racegoer. 

This year, therefore, is a pivotal one for the formula, 
The competition is there, and, thankfully, so is Donohue. 
The theory goes that if he can bring in the crowds, 
then the competition can keep them. Hopefully, it is 
more than just a theory, for America needs an excitingly 
competitive road racing series and the L&M fulfils that 
need. Unfortunately crowd-puller Donohue will not race 
until at least the fourth round, and American race fans 
will until then have to rely ‘on the likes of McRae, 
Gethin, Scheckter, Bell, Redman, Wisell, Hobbs, Lunger, 
Adamowicz, Barber, Matich, Lader, and others. 

The markedly increased’ prize ‘money—S535,000 in 
total and between $12,000 and $20,000 for individual 
winners—is of course the major reason for the similarly 
increased and improved entry. The daily press, radio 
and television are all being hunted and wooed by L&M. 
Ready-made news features, sketches and news film are 
about to be provided for any outlet that can be made 
to listen, An additional piece of, icing is a series of 
30-minute telecasts of each race which will be broadcast 
in 100 geographical markets the following week. 

If it is successful this year, the L@M Championship 
could bring a dramatic improvement to the overall 
strength of the sport in North America, If, on the other 
hand, it is unsuccessful—and there is that possibility— 
there will be a hard-nosed reassessment. 


our cover picture 


Tean-Pierre Jarier’s March-BMW 732, which dominated the first two 
F2 races of the year, was out of luck at the big Thruxton meeting 
which was won by Henri Pescarolo (Motul). Full report and pictures 
starts on page 8. 
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Graham Hill with the Embassy Racing Shadow. 


Graham Hill came out with some 
very interesting comments at the 
official announcement of the 
Wills Embassy Racing Team last 
week, After opening with the 
rack that as the ambassador for 
motor racing he thought he ought 
to have an Embassy at which to 
base himself he went on to talk 
in more detail about the plans 
for the future with Embassy. 
There will be just one car this 
year for Graham, who will have a 
spare car ready to go if the 
Occasion ever arises "but next 
year the Embassy Racing Team 
will consist of two drivers and 
four cars, The second driver has 
not been chosen for the team 
yet but Hill will be keeping his 


eye open for a team mate during 
the year. When asked if he ever 
considered doing a Brabham and 
building his own cars. Graham 
replied that it had certainly 
entered his mind and was a pos- 
sibility at some time in the 
future although he would not 
commit himself to a year. He 
added that although the team had 
actually bought the Shadow 
which he will use this year they 
are working very closely with 
the factory and that they have * 
very 400d relationship. Incident. 
ally. the monocoque of. Hill's 
Shadow was built at John 
‘Thompson's rather than the AVS 
factory. 

Hill said that the idea of run: 


ning his own Fi team had not 
entered his head until December 
of last year when Henri Trew of 
GPI suggested that he do it; this 
was partly as a political move 
because of Hill's involvement 
with GPI ‘who at the time were 
In conflict with the Fl Associa. 
tion. Hill also added that he got 
‘great deal of enjoyment from 
running his own F2 team. in 
1972. He hopes that he will be 
able to fit some F2 events into 
his. programme this year and he 
will "probably use his Brabham 
BTas if he does find time. 
Meanwhile the Embassy-Ford 
FI car will make its debut at 
Barcelona this weekend 


BRIEFLY . 


@ Among the Thruxton spectators 
on Monday was Australia’s Max 
Stewart, He called in to collect 
some spares on his way to the 
United States where he will con: 
test the L&M series with the 
prototype Lola T330 which Frank 
Gardner drove at Brands Hatch 
Inst October, The car is equipped 
with a Glenn Abbey-prepared 
Chevrolet V8. 

© Ian Ashley's Kitchiner-built 
engine in his Henley Fork Lift 
Lola T330 will be replaced by an 
Alan Smith unit in time for the 
next Rothmans European Cham- 
Plonship round at Oulton Park 
on Sunday, May 13. 

© Alan McKechnie’s Lola 7330 
raced in Formula 5000 last year 
by Alan Rollinson has been sold 
to Terry Sanger for F500. 
Sanger has raced in F5000 be- 
fore, including his own Harrier 
venture. Meanwhile his Research 
Consultants Chevrolet Camaro 
has yet to appear this season in 
Group 2, spare parts still being 
awaited. 

@ Graeme Lawrence will be 


2 


Visiting Britain in July with a 
shopping list. He's coming to 
buy. a Formula 5000 chassis and 
engine, but remains open minded 
about the final choices, 
© Further to our Chevron story 
last. week, John Hine will be 
joining Bob Howlings in racing 
a Chevron B23. in European 
sports car races this year 

Under the Ember racing title, 
Howlings/Hine will race in the 
same team as another Chevron 
B23 driven by Bill de Selincourt 
John Quick, starting off with the 
Spa race. 
© The results printed of the Kent 
Championship Group 2/4 race in 
last week's Pit and Paddock only 
gave the heat result and not the 
final 

‘The race was in fact won by 
Frank Gardner's SCA Camaro 
from Claude Bourgoignie’s Broad. 
speed Capri and Alain Peltier's 
BMW with Brian Muir's 3.3 
BMW CSL blowing up after 
being well placed. Gardner's win 
apparently was hard-fought with 
Group 4 Porsche Carreras and 
the like providing lots of excite- 
© The Alan McCall designed Tecno 


chassis left the Bologna factory 
to go to Barcelona on Tuesday 
but was rapidly recalled. The 
engines which were being tested 
on the brake and were due to be 
flown to Spain for the race 
started to develop oil scavenging 
problems. Tecno have decided to 
delay the car's debut until the 
Belgian GP on May 20. 


edited by lan Phillips 


Beuttler 
inquiry 


Well after most people had left 
Thruxton on Monday night the 
stewards of the meeting dis 
qualified Mike  Beuttler _ for 
dangerous driving in the final 
‘when he collided with Gerry 
Birrell at the chicane, 

Grahame White pointed out 
that no protest had been put in 
by Chevron on behalf of Birrell 
although White did ask the 
stewards to look into the matter 
thoroughly. The observers’ report 
Suggested dangerous driving by 
Beutler and after an inquiry at 
which Beuttler was represented 
by Max Mosley and Birrell by 
Grahame White. Apparently 
things became very heated but 
the. stewards had no hesitation 
in disqualifying Beutler, and are 
sending a report to the RAC. 
An appeal was lodged 
immediately on Beuttler’s behalf 
and so the results still remain 
provisional until the appeal. is 
heard in London at a later date. 

The stewards also Investigated 
a report that Colin  Vandervell 
had taken a passenger round in 
his Vauxhall Firenza in the three 
practice laps that the Gl con- 
testants were allowed. The 
horrified stewards fined Vander: 
vell £25, 


Salzburg 
snowed off 


‘The Salzburg European Touring 
Car Championship round which 
should have been held last 
Sunday was cancelled on 
Saturday following the first 
day's practice. Incessant snow 
made conditions very tricky and 
the car parks and spectator 
enclosures were apparently 
Under three feet of snow and the 
organisers had no alternative but 
to. cancel the event 

We apologise for our front 
cover headline which promises 
a report but Easter printing 
Schedules meant that this had to 
0 10 press well before the week 


Depailler, Coulon and Williamson (I to r) sead the F2 final away from 
the grid at Thruxton as Jarier rams the stationary Schenken as the 


rest go round the Motul farther back. 
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Pit and Paddock 


The new Ferrari B3 will make its debut at Barcelona. 


Spanish GP : 


birth 


of a new generation 


Everything points towards a 
continuation of the Emerson 
Fittipaldi/Jackie Stewart struggle 
for Formula 1 domination when 
the fourth round of the world 
Championship, the Spanish 
Grand Prix, takes place at Mont- 
juich this weekend. With Fitti- 
paldi (22 points) and Stewart 
(ig) so far ahead, no one can 
take over the World Champion 
ship lead this Sunday. 

Fittipaldi and JPS team-mate 
Ronnie Peterson will have nar- 
row-tracked 725, while Stewart 
‘and Francois Cevert will be in 
the Intest specification Tyrrells. 
Indeed, all cars competing at 
Barcelona will have to comply 
with the new crushable structure 
regulations which come — into 
effect at this race, Many of the 
cars have already raced, while 
most others have at least been 
shown and tested in. private. 

‘The two AVS Shadows for 
George Follmer and Jackie 
Oliver will have slightly longer 
nose sections as a result of 
further Silverstone testing. The 
Yardley McLarens M23s of Denny 
Hulme and Peter Revson and 
the Brook Bond Oxo Surtees 
TS14s Mike Hailwood and Carlos 
Pace remain largely unchanged. 
From Marlboro BRM come three 
of the latest specification P160s 
“examples of which were seen 
at Silverstone—for Clay Regaz- 


zonl, Jean-Pierre Beltolse and 
Niki Lauda. 
Motor Racing Developments 


are working hard to prepare a 
couple of new wedee-section 
Brabham BT42s for Carlos Reute- 
mann and Wilson Fittipaldi, 
Reutemann has tested hig car 


at Goodwood, recording a promis. 
ing 1m 8,0 3, although if the 
cars are not ready the team will 
race the modified Brabham BT37s. 
One of these cars will also be 
raced under the Ceramica Pagnos- 
sin banner by Andrea de 
Adamich after his split with 
Surtees. There seems every likeli- 
hood too that de Adamich will 
race a Brabham BT40 in F2 
events this year. 

‘The crop. of recent car 
announcements will make thelr 
Facing appearances in Spain 
‘Among them are a pair of the 
new Ferraris (which should have 
made Its début at Silverstone) 
which will be ready for Jacky 
Tekx and Arturo Merzario. How- 
ever, the long-awaited McCall- 
designed flat-I2 Martini Tecno for 


Chris Amon was. recalled on 
Tuesday because of engine 
trouble 


Frank Williams’ Iso Marlboros 
for Nanni Galli and Howden 
Ganley have been tested at 
Goodwood and should be ready 
for Spain, while Graham Hill 
will make his début with the 
Embassy Shadow. March 
Engineering have two 731s for 
Henri Pescarolo, recruited for 
the occasion, and customer Mike 
Beuttler in the original car. 

It is very unlikely that Morris 
Nun's Ensign will be ready for 
Rikki von Opel, and the team 
are now thinking in terms of a 
race début at the Belgian GP. 
Incidentally, rumours about the 
cancellation of this race, at 
Zolder on May 20, are ‘very 
strong. although as’ we closed 
for press they did look like 
nothing more than rumours. 


Last year's star French F3 
driver Jacques Coulon who really 
arrived in F2 at Thruxton when 
he led the final before retiring 
will be returning to F3_ briefly 
this year. Ecurle Filipinett! have 
come to. an arrangement with 
Mike Warner for. Coulon to 
handle a second DART-GRD at 
Monaco. 

The car will be entered by 
Filipinetti but will be painted in 
DART colours and looked after 
by the works as Alan Jones’ 
team mate. DART patron Denys 
Dobbie will be in the principality 
for the weekend as a personal 
guest of Ronnie Thompson of 
Marlboro. Could the DART cars 
appear in red white and blue in 
the near future? 


Coulon’s F3 DART 


Jacques Coulon—Monaco 3. 


Lydden’s 
problem 


Lydden’s weekend of sport was 
run with the permission of Basil 
Tye as the track has not yet 
received its track licence. The 
thorn in the circuit’s side is the 
hairpin area and Paddock bend. 
Spectators are. not sufficiently 
protected it appears, and before 
Friday's meeting at the circuit, 
the two areas were meant to 
have been roped off. Basil Tye's 
permission was not received 
Until 11am the day before the 
meeting by Friday's organising 
club, the 750 Motor Club. 


Meek’s spree 


In order to brighten up his life 
following his month's ban from 
racing Chris Meek last week 


made a bid for Croft circuit. This 
is not the first time that Meek 
has’ tried to buy his home 
circuit’ but he has upped the 
Offer and has high hopes of it 
being accepted. He intends to 
turn’ the circuit into a major 
motor racing centre if his bid is 
successful 

In addition to this he bought 
Hayes of Horsford a large Ford 
dealers just outside Leeds ana 
also bought out Bradford City 
Football Club complete. 


Walker and Watson 
progressing well 


F2 invalids Dave Walker and 
John Watson were both specta: 
Ung at Thruxton over the week- 
end. Walker was walking rather 
Ringerly but was without any 


Sticks and talking about doing 
Some testing this week, It is 
unlikely however that the 


DART-GRD F2 car will appear 
before Nivelles although Denys 
Dobbie must have been nagging 
Mike Warner to try to get it 


out earlier after Roger 
Williamson's performance at 
Thruxton 

John Watson was atill on 
crutches but moving swiftly and 
he hopes to be racing again 
within three weeks, although 
because of the gap in the F2 

gramme it may not be unt 


Nivelles that he re-appears in the 
works Brabham 8T40 F2 car 


© With Oulton Park's F5000 meet 
ing now taking place on. the 
Sunday (making it, incidentally, 
the circuit's first ‘Sunday race 
meeting), the Castrol Production 
saloon car race would seem to 
clash with the Britax round 
taking place at Silverstone the 
same day, The organisers, realis: 
ing this, have now rescheduled 
the Castrol round for Saturday, 
when the F5000 practice will 
also be taking place. There are 
full entries for both. 


Tody Scheckter trying hard with his Motul at the Thruxton chicane. 
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Despair in the Chevron pit os Birrell loses his lead. 


al 


Every seat sold to the 
Spanish G.P. Your only 
chance to see this first 
European Grand Prix is 
a cancellation. But you 
can still book for 
Monaco. 


Monaco GP 


TOURS MR9Q-10-11-12- 
15 and 17 fully booked. 


We can however still 
offer seats on: 


MR14—8 days from £57 
MR16—4 day weekend £48 
MR18—1 day flight £27 


Book now before it is 
too late. 


USE THE COUPON BELOW TO REQUEST 56-PAGE 

BROCHURE DETAILING 35 ITINERARIES, OR FOR 

LATEST BOOKING INFORMATION TELEPHONE KATE 
HAYNES (0533) 24181 


PAGE AND MOY LTD, 
221-223 Belgrave Gate, Leicester LEI 3HW. 


Please send 56-page 1973 Motor Racing Brochure 


Name 


Address 


TUNGSTON| 


Engine tune lif for 

private patients only. Roll- 

ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels. 


SILVERSTONE 


VINTAGE CAR RACES 
SAT APRIL 28TH / Ist Race 12.15 hrs 


THE VERY BEST IN 
VINTAGE RACING 


featuring the {tala and Napier Trophies for Vintage 
and Edwardian Racing Cars, the Allcomers’ Scratch 
Race for Historic Racing Cars, the One Hour High 
Speed Trial and handicap races for Vintage, PVT and 
Historic Cars. 

A 9-event programme with over 170 entries. 
Admission to Special Trackside Spectator Enclosures, 
including Free Grandstand Seat: Adults 70p, Children 
20p. Paddock Transfers: Adults 50p, Children 20p. 


All parking free. 


Mallory Park :::.: 


‘There's something for everyone's taste here; Championship rounds 
for Forward Trust Formula 3, 8P Formula Atlantics, Formula Fords, 
and a qualifier for the Volkswagen Super Vee Silver Cup. 
The Clubmans boys will be out for another exciting ShellSport Championship 
round, and there are two events for Forward Trust 
Special Saloons. 
First race: 2.30 p.m. 
Reserved enclosures: Adults 70p, Children 30p, Paddock 40p extra. 
stands Free. 


nday Gth May 


The promoters reserve the right, without notice, to make alterations t0 the 
program 
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Pit and Paddock 


Trenton 150 double 


‘A couple of old hands won the 
two heats of last weekend's 
Trenton 300, the second round 
of the USAC championship, and 
the last race prior to the Indi 

napolis 500. As far as USAC were 
concerned, Trenton consisted of 
two 150-mile races with full points. 
awarded for each heat around 
the 1.5 mile, pinched oval, which 


has a dogcleg right-hander in 
front of the pits. It was A. J 
Foyt in his Ford-engined Gilmour 


Broadcasting-backed Coyote that 
won the first heat rather 
handily, while Mario Andretti 
won the second with his Offy- 
powered Viceroy Parnell in a 
Similar fashion, For both, it ws 
the end of a long drought which 
has managed to keep them from 
winning any USAC Champion- 
ship rounds in recent years. 

Foyt benefited from a couple 
of very quick fuel stops in win- 
ing. the opening heat. He took 
the lead from his outside front 
row starting position followed 
by poleman Gordon Johncock 
(Patrick Petroleum Eagie), Billy 
Vukovich (73 Eagle) and ‘Bobby 
Unser's works Engle. Unser got 
by Vukovich on the second lap, 
but before much else happened 
a couple of backmarkers went 
spinning, bringing the yellow fla 
and the pace car out 

Foyt continued to lead after 
the green flag was shown, but 
Bobby Unser was soon pressin 
the Coyote, On the 37th lap 
Unser drove confidently past 
Foyt and off into the distance. 
Bobby and the Olsonite Eagle 
were 
race, dictating the pace and lap- 
ping conservatively. He stopped 
for fuel befor of the 
frontrunners 
circuit in 
couple of taps 
‘was the all-too famili 

driving 


the rear suspension had broken, 
putting Gurney's Number 1 out 
yet again. 

‘About this time brother Al had 
fa lengthy pitstop which put 
Viceroy Parnelli well back, 
that at 80 of the 100 laps 
order read; Andretti, Foyt, Joht 

Vukovich, Joe Leonard 
nd Gary Bet- 
(Penske McLaren), 
Four laps later Foyt retook the 
Tead as Andretti stopped for fu 
Just after Andretti had rejoined 
the race another yellow flag 
came out when the Gulf 
McLaren of Johnny Rutherford 
broke its rear suspension and 
‘grazed the wall 

This yellow flag helped Foyt’ 
cause enormously, for second 
‘and third  placemen Johncock 
and Vukovich were stuck back 
in eighth and ninth places on 
the road, and the wily AJ. was 
able to open out a big gap when 
things got going again on the 
‘94th lap. Vukovich tried every- 
thing to get by Johncock as 
they threaded their way through 
the backmarkers, but it was 
Johncock who eventually made 
best use of the slower cars and 
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finished second to Foyt. Andretti 
took fourth from Swede Savage 
and Bettenhausen, 

‘Everybody lined up for the 
second heat as they had finished 
the first, while the Eagle crew 
were busy trying to get Bobby 
Unser onto the grid. Unser did 
make the race, although he 
Started from the pit lane and 
was half a lap behind by the 
time he get the turbocharged 
Offy up to racing revs. 

Meanwhile Johncock had 
snatched the lead followed by 
Vukovich, Andretti and Savage, 
with Foyt back in fifth. At the 
end of the second lap Johncock 
came coasting into the pits, a 
bent valve putting him out. So 
it was now. Vukovich and An- 
dretti fighting things out just 
ahead of Savage, Al Unser, 
Bettenhausen and Foyt. 

‘By the 10th lap Bobby Uns 
was getting into his stride, das} 

past the bulk of the runners 
and closing. slightly on leader 
Vukovich, ‘The 22nd lap saw 
Bobby take seventh with Foyt 
about 5 s ahead of him in sixth. 
Nine laps later the Eagle passed 
Foyt and was within 15 s of 
first place. 

Thae first 


place was now 
Andretti’s, for he had got around 
Vukovich” and was gradually 
putting some daylight between 
his Viceroy and its pursuer, But 
then, just as Andretti seemed to 
be consolidating his place, he 
came up to lap a thick knot of 
Dackmarkers. Vukovich closed 
the gap, found the right holes 
and retook the lead, while Sav- 
age followed suit, demoting 
Mario to third. The Viceroy car 
soon repassed Savage and set. 
tled into second place a couple 
of seconds behind Vukovich. 

On the 45th lap Garry Betten- 
hausen retired his McLaren, 


Roger Williamson's 


elevating Bobby Unser to fifth 
behind brother Al. Bobby was 
now just 7s behind Vukovich 
and there were now two races 
going on; Andretti pressing 
Vukovich for all he was worth 
and Bobby catching everybody, 
including Andretti 

Lap 54 saw Bobby drive 
underneath Al through the first 
turn, and the following lap he 
towed past Savage through the 
dog-leg and into third place. A 
couple of laps later Andretti 
took Vukovich for the lead, leav- 
ing the Eagle as a cushion be- 
tween he and the works E: 

By now it was pl 
the first of those who mattered 
to come in being Bobby Unser 
on lap 64. The next lap Vuko- 
vich came in for his stop and 

some 11s quicker than 
Unser. And then a yellow fl 
came out sending all the others 
in, and leaving Vukovich and 
Unser back in fifth and sixth. 

Green flag time came again 
on ‘the 73rd tour, with Andret 


pulling away from Foyt, Al 
Unser, Vukovich’ and 
Bobby Unser.” Al Unser im: 


mediately pounced on Foyt, but 
the latter fought off the ‘chal- 
Tenge and in fact, started 
to catch Andretti. With 15 laps 
to go and Foyt raising the pos 


sibilities of a nip and tuck finish, 
the Coyote began to smoke 
ominously. Foyt drove straight 


Into the pits to retire just after 
Bobby Unser had parked his 
Eagle, its Offy again unwell and 
another remarkable performance 
gone for nought 

‘A final yellow flag closed the 
field up during the last half- 
dozen laps, enabling Vukovich 
to. get back Into contention. 
‘Vukovich got by Savage almost 
immediately and with just two 
laps to go he passed Al Unser's 
off-colour Viceroy for second. 


Joe Leonard, struggling all day 
with a car that had been built 
overnight, salvaged fourth, push- 
ing Savage down a place. 


two Wheateroft Racing F2 GRDs arrived in this 


brand new transporter at Thruxton. The transporter cost £14,000 to 


build and is nearly 40 feet long built on an AEC chassi 


‘and will 


cruise at 90 mph, It has been custom built to take three Fl cars. 


Hesketh’s 
accident 


It is with deep regret that we 
have to record a nasty accident 
in the Thruxton paddock last 
Monday which threatened to put 
Le Patron of Hesketh Racing, 
Lord Alexander Hesketh, out of 
‘action for a number of days or 
even weeks. A pale faced and 
Subdued Bubbles Hors 
reported on Tuesday 
that he, the team mana, 
been responsible for 
tragedy. Bubbles wa 
the TSIS towards 
transporter when he was attacked 
by a Thruxton Buzzard. In his 
agony he let the car go and one 
of its wheels happened upon a 
diamond studded plimsol being 
worn by the illustrious baronet, 
Unfortunately the weight 
proved too much and his Lord- 
ship collapsed in pain. After 
being rushed to hospital a broken 
foot was diagnosed. A spok 
man from his stately home 
denied rumours that his Lord- 
ship would not be at the 
Norburgring, in facta special 
wheelchair was being prepared in 
the Hesketh workshops so that 
his Lordship might take up hi 
position on the grid at the ‘ring. 
Meanwhile a Buzzard hunt is 
at Thruxton to exter- 
minate the offending bird, 


McGovern’s injuries 


Although Bill McGovern was 
Temoved to hospital on Monday 
after his horrifying startline 
‘incident, it appears his injuries 
fare not serious. No bones are 
broken, but because of concus- 
sion, he was kept in hospital, 
ind was due to be released on 
Wednesday. However, the effect 
of hitting ‘the bank’ with such 
force did do some 4 to hi 
neck, and he will have to weal 
a collar for some time, George 
Bevan reported that some marks 
were found on the front of the 
car, probably from a white 
Escort. 


Japan GP 


Several drivers moved north to 
compete in next Tuesday's 
Japanese GP following last week- 
fend’s Singapore GP. The event 
is for 2-litre single-seaters, and 
among those going to the 4.3-km 
Fuji circuit are Graeme Law- 
rence (Surtees TS15), Mike Hall 
(Brabham B40) and Brian 
Robertson (Brabham BT38), Vern 
Schuppan has entered, but it 
now seems ufilikely that the 
March-BMW 732 _ provisionally 
entered for Jean-Pierre Jarier 
will attend. Sonny Rajah .tried 
to arrange a drive in a similar 
car but is now unlikely to race. 


©@ Two Lola 1292s are being 
sponsored this year by Banco 
Intercontinental Portugues. Team 
BIP’s first race was in yesterday's 
Monza 1000-km where the drivers 
‘were Carlos Gaspar, Carlos San- 
tos, Mario Cabral’ and Jorge 
Pinhol. 


Pit and Paddock 


Ickx quick 
at Monza 


Practice for the Monza 1000-kms 
took place on Monday and Tues- 
day of this week for the race 
which was held yesterday (Wed- 
nesday). Jacky Ickx was fastest 
in the first session with a time 
of 1m 22.8 3. The meeting 
started badly for Matra-Simea 
when Frangols Cevert blew an 
engine after five laps. He then 
took over Gerard Larrousse’s car 
and recorded a 1m 22.87 8. 
Both Matras are now Identical 
with Hewland gearboxes and 
short noses, Apparently Matra: 
Simca were confident of taking 
pole position in the second ses 
Sion if the rain held off. The 
Ferraris have put thelr old style 
Jong tails on, as seen last year, 
and the batteries have been 
moved to the front in an effort 
to help the handling. The Gitanes 
Lola Is a non-starter at the 
vent as It has been sent back 
to the factory for repairs and 
modifications following Reine 
Wisell’s Dijon shunt and general 
handling problems. 

© The CSI have announced that 
the "Ignazio. Giunti Trophy 
2ilitre sports car race will be 
held at Misano Adiatico on May 
6 

© The price of the Fiat 128 1300 
Coupe SL was wrong In one of 
our recent’ road test review 
advertisements. The price should 
have read £1432.39. 

@ Keith Hotland'’s Formula 5000 
Trojan may be switching to 
Goodyear from Firestone tyres in 
the near future, 


© Bobby Brown may be out of 


racing for some time. At Snetter. 
on Good Friday, American 
bwn went very well in his 


5000 Chevron to finish fifth 
jceepits thee: very il AE cae: 


end, he had to be helped from 
car and bis illness is a 
acy of flu caught at_ Silver: 


stone, later diagnosed after the 
Snettorton meeting as pleurisy 


WEEKEND 
SPORT 


NURBURGRING 


The third basic round in the 
European Formula 2 Champion: 
ship takes place at the Nurburg 
ing this Sunday, with Jean-Pierre 
Jarier will be out to increase his 
lead in the series with the works 
March-BMW. Team-mate to 
Jarier on this occasion, will be 
Hans Stuck Jnr who made such 
an impressive F2 debut at 
Hockenheim. 

Jochen Mass is quite = Nur. 
burgring hero and will be 
running the works Surtees, while 
it Is undecided how many Rondel 
cars will be starting, with Henri 
Pescarolo in Spain and Jody 
Scheckter in the US. Tim Schenke 
and Bob Wollek and/or Jeat 
Pierre Jaussaud will be the 
drivers of the two or. three 
Motul Rondel cars which start 

Other entries will include 
Dave Morgan's Chevron, Richard 
Scott's Scott, Roger Wililamson’s 
GRD, James Hunt's Surtees, Bill 
Gubelmann's March, Reine Wisell 
and Sten Gunnarsion in GRDs, 
Dave McConnell’s Surtees and 
the Japanese GRD duo of Kazato 
and Tkuzawa, 


IMOLA 


The second round 
serie Championsh 
at Imola, Tealy, this Sunday, with 
turbocharged Porsches again 
favourites for victory headed by 
Leo Kiinnunen, Willi Kauhsen 
and George Follmer. The da 


of the Inter 
ip takes place 


before a Formula 3 race at 
Casale, Italy, sees two UK-based 
competitors competing, Randy 


Lewis and Roger Hurst 


SILVERSTONE 


At Silverstone this Saturday, the 
Vintage SCC are staging their 
first race meeting of the season 


with main interest centring on 
the IS-lap alleomers scratch race 
for pre-1961 historic racing cars. 
In this race, Neil Corner's 
Maserati 250F or his magnificent 
litre blown ERA RAD will be 
{much interest, with three 
other 250Fs appearing for Alan 

tam, Cameron Millar and 
Tam Rose. John Roberts will be 
having his third cace in the ex. 


Bill Wilks Lotus 16 with Peter 
van Rossem driving Roberts 
Cooper-Bristol while two. Syra 


cuse Connaughts are due to 
pear, one for Ray Potter 

Martin’ Morris 4s in another of a 
number of Cooper-Bristols which 
the entry. list, 

Frank Lockhart’s Rover 
will be another leading 


are. included in 
while 


Hed with numerous 
iding those for Arnold: 
, Venables-Liewetlyn, Wal 
Bill Morris, and Pat Marsh, 
the Hon Patrick Lindsay's Multi 
Union, Robert Cooper's Alfa P3 
and Chris Drake's Maserati 4CL 
The other main event on this 
eight-race programme is the 
lap tala and Napier Teo 
race for vintage and Edwa 
racing cars in which i wi 
interesting to see how the 24 
litre Napier Lion aero-engined 
Bentley of David Llewellyn copes 
with the Type 35 Bugattis 
Hamish Moffatt, Bernard Kain 
and Geoffrey St John, and Ron 
Footitt's AC/GN. Richard Bergel 


will be using his Type 35T 
Bugatti, while other notables in- 
jude Arnold-Forster's 5.2-litre 
1922 Delage sprint "car, the 


single-seater Pacey Hassan’ Bent 
ley. of Pater Morley, Rusty Russ 
Turner's ex-Birkin " single-seater 
blower Bentley and Randal Stew 
s Bentley 3/44-Kre 
The first event at this magnif 
cent day's sport with over 180 
competing cars starts at 12.15 
pm and this will be a 1 hour 


high speed trial for pre-war 
@ At. Lydden on Sunday. 
TEAC are due to be holding 


their first car meeting of the 
year on their home circuit, ‘which 
features rounds in the national 


Monoposto, Formula 4 and 750 
championships as well as their 
own club championships. 

@ In Lancashire, the new 
Longridge circuit has its first 
ever race meeting organised by 
the Lancashire AC. Although 
only a small number of cars 
permitted to start each race, the 
Viewing facilities at the. circuit 
are ideal and the circuit is short 


enough for some good close 
racing. The meeting starts at 
1.30 pm. 

© On the hiliclimb front, the 


next instalment in the Castrol 
BARC Hillclimb Championship is 
being held at Pontypool, which 
is situated within the town boun. 
dary of Pontypool and has 
gathered a good entry of leading 
hillclimbing contenders. 


INTERNATIONAL DIARY 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


© Aunmen 19 
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19 SHELLSPORT VICTORIES IN TWO WEEKENDS 


With a total of nearly 40 victories already this season, SHELLSPORT cars and drivers scored the in- 
credible number of 19 first places during the first two weekends of April with successes in virtually every 
Class of racing including Formula 5000, Formula 3, Formula Ford, Clubmans, Group 1, Production Sports 
Cars, Special Saloons, Rallycross and the Valentine Rally 


In the fastest race held in this country since the war 
— the International Trophy at Silverstone ~ the SHELLSPORT 
Luxembourg Formula 5000 Team finished 1st, 2nd and 
5th in the F.5000 category with current Rothmans Cham 
pion Gijs Van Lennep making a welcome return to form 
after winning the Le Mans 4-Hour race for Porsche 
(also running on Shell) the previous weekend. Finishing 
less than 5 seconds behind Gijs was “Smiling Tom’ Belso 
in the second SHELLSPORT Luxembourg car who is 
definitely the ‘coming-man’ in Formula 5000 this year. 
Driving in only his fourth F.5000 race and never having 
raced at Silverstone before, he has now finished 3rd, 4th 
and 2nd in his last three outings (excluding Mallory Park 
where he retired on the start-line) and his first victory 
cannot be far away. Anchor-man of the team Clive Santo, 
who has now finished Sth on three occasions, is really 
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getting to grips with the powerful Surtees and lapping 
faster every time he goes out. His consistent driving and 
courteous manners on the track have brought a great deal 
of praise from the faster drivers although Clive has every 
intention of being up there with them once the car has 
been updated 

Other SHELLSPORT drivers who have been receiving 
the chequered flag recently include Australian formula 3 man 
Larry Perkins who scored his first victory in this country at 
Silverstone, Mick ‘Boss Capri’ Hill who is aiming to beat his 
1972 record of 20 wins to carry off the SHELLSPORT Gold 
Star Award this year, Tony Lanfranchi who currently leads 
the Gold Star placings and could set a new British record 
for the number of wins in a season and Drew Gallacher who 
won the Valentine Rally first time out with his SHELLSPORT/ 
Wylies Escort RS1600. 


SHELLSPORT/STORMONT 
RALLYCROSS TEAM 


Ron Douglas, member of 
the SHELLSPORT/Stormont 
team, on his way to yet another 
victory at Long Marston. To- 
gether with Rod Chapman and 
John Taylor ~ driver of the 
SHELLSPORT/Haynes of 
Maidstone car — these three 
“Escorteers’ will represent 
SHELLSPORT in the British, 
Dutch, German, Belgian and 
European Rallycross Champ: 
ionships this year 


Ine 20/50 oil used by every 
SHELLSPORT race and rally 


THRUXTON 


Line ahead at Thruxton go the three Rondel Racing Motuls of winner Henri Pescarolo, Jody Scheckter and Bob Wollek, 


mi x Hy 


Pescarolo gives Motul first F2 win 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


Nobody, but nobody, could say that Formula 2 was boring after last Monday's Esso Uniflo 
‘Trophy ‘race at Thruxton. The two heats and final were action packed with fine driving and 
incidents; a total of 10 drivers led either a heat or the final and the eventual wi 

not decided until the very end. Roger Williamson's Wheatcrolt GRD led the fi 

before pitting with a» puncture; Jacques Coulon's 

retiring, then from virtually the back of the grid came Gerry Birrell's works Chevron. Wit 
just two laps to go Mike Beutler arrived all the way from the very last row to challenge 
Birrell. The two collided at the chicane two laps from the end and Henri Pesearolo, who had 
been sitting right behind them throughout, nipped through and scored the first win for the 
Rondel Racing built Motul. Jochen Mass’ Matchbox Surtees finished second on the road bi 
it was later discovered that he had in 


pit stop and then 
couple of incidents which tarnished his Image a little. 
great weekend, despite terrible weather conditions for practice, and the 
job in organising perhaps Britain's most exciting event of the year. 
Never have their been so many smiles on the 
faces of the Rondel Racing personnel. How- 
ever, Ron Dennis said it” would be a 
different story if it dried, and despite hi 
persistent prayers the first of the afternoon 
sessions was run in chilly but dry conditions. 
It was indeed a different story; different 
from the morning and from other F2 meetings 


BARC did a supe 
ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘When it became clear that the Lotus Texaco 
Star F2 cars were not going to make the 
Thruxton ‘meeting the look of the entry list 
was rather off-colour. However, the F2_ world 
has lived: without the cars for nearly three 
fears and can survive very well without them. 
There were a few other ‘non arrivals but this year. On pole position for the first heat 
there were sufficient for two heats and a was fot a Motul, noc a March and not a BMW. 
final, engine, but the Brian Har: BDA powered Elf 2 

Practice was a rather chaotic affair. Satur- of Patrick Depailler. This was, the. John 
day morning was wet. very wet. Its been Coombs entered car as seen at Hockenheim 
Quite'a long time since the last wet F2 race except with some modifications. to the front 
and there seems to have been very little brakes inspired by the ex-Felday personne: 
Activity ‘over the winter in wet conditions, who are looking after the Elf cars this yea 
@specially” by Firestone. Both heats were With the much improved stopping power 
dominated in their first, wet. practices by Depailler looked extremely smooth in getting 
Goodyear shod runners: but not any Good- round in 1m 110 5,06 s under Ronnie 
Year ‘runners, Goodyear shod Rondel Motul Peterson's lap. record, The ‘Goodyear shod, 
funners. in both heats they had the fastest Alpine A367 chassised Elf gave virtually ‘no 
two and the Afth driver was fourth quickest trouble at all with its brand new Hart engine 
in his session because he had no clutch. although there was a problem with one of 
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the rear tyres chunking which was solved by 
fitting a harder compound. Next up just 0.2 5 
slower was Carlos Pace, having his first F2 
outing of the year with Matchbox Team 
Surtees. He had Jochen Mass’ car fitted of 
course with a Brian Hart BDA. He had a 
slight, problem with the fuel injection system 
but like all the Surte 


five or six laps the handlin becoming 
very difficult. Three cars, all March-BMWs, 
did 11.6 -s, The to do it was Mike 
Beuttler in the —Clarke-Mordaunt-Guthrie 
Durlacher car prepared by Brian Lewis Rac- 
ing. Although Mike was not feeling too good 
on Saturday he did plenty of laps and looked 
extremely good, the March really excelling 
under braking’ for the chicane, “Jacques 
Coulon, winner of the European Cup F3 race 
at Thruxton in 1971, was most impressive 
with the Filipinetti March. He did mor 

than anyone else but looked very neat 
fast all the time, Next up was J 

Jarier, the current championship leader, with 
the first race of the STP-March Racing team's 
March-BMW 732s, This time ‘achieved 
with the maximum of drama and minimum 
of flying laps. After just a couple of laps an 
oll line detached itself and oil went all over 
the rear brakes. He shot into the chicane 
escape road with clouds of smoke pouring 
‘out of the back end; did an almighty wheely 
and carried on, still trailing smoke. After 
rounding Allard he pulled off which meant that 
valuable time was lost as the car was pushed 
back to the paddock for repairs. With 
10 m to go he re-appeared and. started 
trying really hard. Unfortunately the rear 
discs were still covered in oil and he kept 
locking up at his only two braking points, 
the chicane and complex. Added to this the 
car was jumping out of second gear. Despite 
all che trouble he still managed to equal the 
third best time. However, he reckoned that 
a 1m 95 s would be possible if the con- 
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ditions were right. 

Next up on 1 m 12.2 s was James Hunt in 
the Hesketh Racing Surtees TSI5 with Brian 
Hart power as usual. James was troubled 
like all Surtees runners with tyre problems 
and just could not get the car handling right 
at all whatever combination of tyres were 
Used. Henri Pescarolo, second quickest in 
the wet, looked very ‘smooth in his Motul 
Rondel Motul with BDF/G power. Pesca did 
1m 124 5 but on everyone's admittance 
there is something wrong with the car in 
the dry ‘which will be undergoing very 
prolonged testing before Pau. He received @ 


brand new RES alloy block BDA for the race. 
with the Beta 


Tino Brambilla did 12.8 
March-BMW before being 
circuit with electrical troubl 
equalled this with the Rondel Racing ent 
Motul-Cosworth BDG, Jody was very untidy, 
locking brakes all over the place and charg 
ing all over the grass. The braking problem 
was probably caused by glazed pads after the 
wet session in which he had been quickest, 
but Jody had nothing complimentary to say 
‘about the car's handling and one or two of 
the team had nothing complimentary to say 
about his driving. The car did receive a few 
er the weekend to try to 
of all straightening out the 
‘in off-track excursions. 
Gerry Birrell, t Firestone runner in the 
wet (albeit six seconds off the pace) was 
next up in the works Chevron B25-Hart. He 
missed part of practice with broken bolt 
in the system but the engine was the 
same as he used in the Springbok series 
Which kept its misfire and generally did not 
help anybody; a fresh unit was installed for 
the race, Bob Wollek headed the fifth row 
with his Motul Rondel Motul-Smith FVD on 
I m 134 5, Like Scheckter he had big brak- 
ing problems initially and was not too happy 
with handling although he felt th 
progress was being made with the car. The 
most enthusiastic of privateers, John Wing- 
field, was next with the Marshall Wingfeld 
Brabham BT40 with Wingfield BDA power 
on 13.6 8: a cracked sumo was his only 
problem during practice. David McConnell 
had very little dry time to learn Thruxton 
in the DWM Racing Surtees-Hart TSI5 and 
only managed a 1 m 14.0 s but again looked 
smooth and very competent. Patrick Dal Bo 
missed the wet session in the Shell-Arnold 
Pygmee-BDF MDBI8 as the engine refused 
intermittent lappery netted him 
it misfired throughout. Johnny 
Blades “brought out the most famous of 
Lotus 693, the ex-Fittipaldi Moonraker car 
fitted with a BDE. He managed a 1 m 16.0 5 
before engine trouble intervened. Final run- 
ner in the first heat was Tetsu Ikuzawa’s 
‘Team Nippon/GRS International GRD-Racing 
Services 273 BDA. He had trouble with the 
oi running high on the iron 
ind also with the throttle and 


‘The second heat runners were not so 
ther; It just began to spit 


they went out and the 


with rain 
quick laps 
‘about five 


put in early on, A shower 
‘minutes brought most 


Fecorded identical 
row before the back of the circuit became 
very wet. First to do a 1 m 13, 

Roger Williamson in Tom Wheatcroft’s GRD- 
Cosworth BDG 273. The brand new Wheat- 
croft transporter dominated the paddock but 
the car was still being looked after by works 
chief mechanic Alistair Dimock. Despite 
having trouble with the Firestone tyres getting 
very warm in the middle and remaining cold 
‘on the outside, Roger was much happier with 
the car and felt that a time well in the 11s 
bracket was easily on. His practice was 
shortened. somewhat with a broken fuel 
union but he still had his first F2 pole 
position, This in fact was the second time 
GRD have had such a position in F2, Rein 
Wisell having achieved the distinction at 
Pau last year. First to equal the time 
was Jochen Mass, the Matchbox Surtees 
team’s championship challenger with the 
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ex-Hailwood Hart powered chassis. Jochen 
‘was troubled like his team mates with tyres. 
Undeterred by the weather conditions 
Vittorio. Brambilla took the second Beta 
March-BMW round more times than anyone 
else to grab his front row position. Tim 
Schenken had been fastest ‘in the wet 
session for this heat but could only manage 
fourth best, 13.8 3, in the dry with his 
Rondel Motul which’ received a fresh Smith 
FVD for the race. David Morgan was next 
up with the Ed Reeves Chevron-Wood B25 
without any particular problems; until he 
‘went home that Js. Poor Dave was involved 
in a car crash and hurt his right foot which, 
When he arrived to race on Monday, was 
heavily bandaged and giving him consider. 
able discomfort. Jean-Pierre Beltoise equalled 
Morgan's 14.0 s in the second STP March- 
BMW but spent a lot of time in the pits 
contemplating the weather and having the 
aerofolls adjusted and consequently did not 
do many laps. 

Mike Hailwood was only credited with a 
144 5 which was rather slower than the 
Surtees team had got him with his brand 
new TS15-Hart which was having the usual 
tyre problems and also slight gear linkage 
bother. Peter Gethin with the second works 
Chevron B25 with a small 1930 cc Smith FVC 
installed had clutch trouble in the morning 
and hardly had any dry laps in which to 
better his 154. s. Hiroshi Kazato equalled 
this with his Team Nippon/GRS GRD with 
Racing Services alloy BDA power and was 
happy with the progress of his GRD. Wilson 
Fittipaldi was drugged up to the eyeballs to 
combat a strong bout of "flu and only turned 
up in the afternoon to qualify the works 
Brabham-Wood BT40. In doing so he did a 
1m 156 8. Colin Vandervell was unhappy: 
he had tested his March-BMW during the 
week and it had done nothing but spew its 
oll out. Because there are currently no spare 
BMW engines around for anybody, he had to 
make do with the same old unit which con- 
tinued to bath itself in oll every thre laps and 
the best he could manage was a 1 m 16.0 s. 
Over the weekend the engine was covered in 
Araldite in an effort to stop the leak. Bill 
Gubelmann is still trying to get the hang of 
F2 with the March-BMW and in the damp 
only did a 17.0 s. Richard Scott had engine 
problems with the neat little Scott. His new 
Geoff Richardson big bore 1970 cc BDA 
refused to rev properly so there was no 
chance of bettering a 1 m 17.8 s. The engine 
was taken out over the weekend and put on 
the brake for many hours but refused to run 
properly when re-installed on Monday morn- 
ing. Silvio Moser had gearbox problems with 
his Surtees TS10-BDF and only did 18.2 
re Jaussaud, second quickest in t 
sion, was not at all happy with his 
Motul-Smith FVD in the dry and could only 
do 18.4 s. He will probably miss the Nurburi 
ring race in order to get the car to his 
liking for Pay, which is very important for 
the French drivers and Motul 

Brendan McInerney, having his first ever 
F2 race with his GRS looked-after GRD 273, 
had trouble with the 1900 cc Smith FVC 
borrowed from Trevor Twaites’ sports ca 
‘The metering unit played up consistently and 
he only did a 206 s. A replacement part 
could not be found over the weekend and he 
unfortunately failed to make the grid. Robert 
Salisbury never really looked like coming to 
terms with the Gerard TS15-Hart in the con- 
ditions and only managed @ 23.0 s. Tom 
Walkinshaw arrived with his brand new GRD 
273 with 1800 ce Wood power but it was only 
finished in the early hours of the morning 
which meant that practice was spent running 
it in and a time of 248 s. Final runner was 
Francois Migault with his Racing Services 
powered Pygmee MDB18 which popped and 
Banged round the odd lap recording just a 
282s. 

‘Sunday was a rest day and much work 
was put in at the circuit as the rain continued 
to come down in buckets full; the only team 
who actually enjoyed seeing it_rain were 
Rondel; we were assured that Ron Dennis 
did not make an Easter pilgrimage to church 
to ask the great white chicken in the sky 
to bring rain on Monday. Maybe he should 


have done because to everyone else's delight 
‘Monday dawned dry if rather overcast and 
cold. The grids for the two 28 lap heats 
lined up as follows: 


GRIDMEAT 3 


Berri 


HEAT 1 


It was with slight apprehension that the grid 
lined up, one or two drivers worrying about 
well-known chargers Jarier and. Scheckter 
being behind, Hunt came up with the remark 
that he thought by the time the flag dropped 
it would be a 3-2-4-1 grid with Scheckter 
already up into the third row. Luckily there 
were no such dramas although Jarier bad 
the March well tweaked up as he left the 
line. Depailler made a dreadful start from 
and heid up 


pol 1@ Inside of the grid as 
Pace shot into the lead followed by Beutler 
and Jarier. Pace's car in fact had caused a 
minor panic in the Surtees camp when the 
clutch failed in the marsnailing area; luckily 
the frantic work cured the malady. 

At the end of the first lap it was Pace 
from Jarier who shot past Beuttler, with 
Pescarolo, Coulon, Brambilla, Depailler, 
Scheckter, Hunt, Birrell, Wollek, McConnell, 
Wingfield, Ikuzawa, Blades and ‘already well 
down, Dai Bo completing the list. 

‘On the second lap Pace pulled out 
and the following lap be established a new 
1p record at 1 m 11.2 § as he pulled farther 
yay from Jarier, who, although detached 
from the next battling group, was having 
trouble with his brakes which were too 
biased to the rear. On the fifth lap Pace 
had a big kerb clouting moment at Good- 
wood as Jarier was busy equalling his lap 
record. Consequently the March was much 
Closer next time round, On lap seven Jarier 
was in the lead but before they completed 
the lap both the Frenchman and Brazilian 
went straight into the pits. Jarier’s master 
switch had vibrated loose and cut the engine 
while Pace went in to complain about his 
tyres which had already gone off. Both were 
sent on their way again very rapidly. Mean- 
while the frantic carve up behind had 
resulied in Depailler taking the lead very 
closely followed by the impre: ‘Coulon. 
Beuttler had headed this group initially but 
the front spoiler on this March had fallen 
‘off and spoiled the handling. Coulon went 
past him on lap four and Depailler went past 
them both next time round. The incredibly 
hairy Tino B. was next with Scheckter, 
Pescarolo and Hunt next. Birrell pitted on lap 
four with a puncture which moved the battling 
Wollek and McConnell up one slot. Wingfield 
harried by Ikuzawa, completed the runners 
as Blades retired with a suspected dropped 
valve. 

Depailler and Coulon made the battle for 
first place their own as they dropped Beuttler 


‘There's something rather special rather surprising. Racing a standard Put heart in your car 


about Group | Saloon racing. engine imposes stresses that standard 
‘Those Escorts, Capris, Fiats and engines don't normally face. So you'd o Castrol 

Firenzas that are getting the full flat-out think it would take a very special oil with GTX. 

treatment on the track are very little to handle them. F 


They have the same suspension, Castrol GTX just goes to show how 


tyres, body and interior. special they think it is. 
They have an identical, untuned For the same reason, you should 
engine. And most of them use the same also use Castrol GTX \ 
oil you should be using. Namely, Because an oil that’s good enough y \ 
Castrol GTX to go around a racetrack is plenty ood " 
‘And that, if you think about it, is enough to go around your car. F 
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a shade after he had been nudged by Bram- 
Dilla, On the seventh lap Tino tried to get 
round the outside of Mike into the chicane and 
lost it and clouted the Armco hard, bouncing 
into the middle of the track to delay everyone 
else. The car was badly damaged and pulled 
out of the way. 

‘On the 11th lap Depailler started to 
pull’ away from Coulon despite the new- 
comers great late braking efforts and he 
pulled away steadily to win by 5 s at the 
end. Coulon kept his head well and never 
Tooked in danger of losing his place which 
he didn't. 
carolo, driving very smoothly, had 
retaken Scheckter for fourth on lap 10 and 
Started to reel in Beutler whom he caught 

(passed for good on lap 11. Pescarolo 
was then safe in third which he kept to the 
fend, Beultler by now had his airbox pointing 
Skyways to add to his handling problems and 
Scheckter, Wollek, Hunt and the rapidly 
catching ‘Jarier began to close on him 
McConnell should have been right among 
them but had called at the pits with over- 
heating when going well in sixth place. 
As Jarier made his first bid to get Hunt round 
the outside going into the chicane, he com- 
mitted the first of his two mistakes. There 
really Is no way round the outside there in 
F2, especially not at the speed he was going 
‘The March spun neatly with Jarier’s right foot 
hard on the throttle keeping the revs up. He 
executed an almighty burn out Dennis Priddle 
‘would have been proud of to spin the car 
about its centre and restarted without losing 
& place. Beuttler in the meantime had been 
losing more ground. Scheckter passed him on 
lap 16 and on the following lap Wollek and 
Hunt did the same. Jarier recovered once 
more and tried his round the outside trick 
again on Beuttler at the apex of the chicane, 
this time with more disastrous results, Mike 
was punted a full five feet in the air and 
Tooked to be rolling over as Jarier spun. 
Luckily Beuttler landed on all four. banged it 

rand followed Jarier into the pits 
for a quick check. Beutler came out again 
fairly quickly while Jarier had his rear brake: 
looked at. All this rather split up the field 
and Scheckter and Wollek fell in line behind 


team-mate Pescarolo and carried on to the 
end. spaced by nine and six seconds 
respectively, Hunt, in dire tyre trouble still 


‘and now with sagging fuel pressure, soldiered 
fon to be the last runner on the ‘same lap, 
five seconds behind Wollek, 

‘With the bumping and boring up front 
Pace recovered from his stop, still without 
‘a solution to the tyre trouble, to take seventh 
‘ahead of a steady Wingfield who had the 


‘after the start-line shunt. 
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Early in the final, Williamson teads Coulon and Depailler, with Jabouille’s Elf abandoned 


attention of Ikuzawa throughout, Tetsu 
finishing 02 s down. McConnell was next up 
after his stop while Birrell was 11th having 
put in some very fast laps which made him 
look easily the fastest’ man through the 
chicane with a slightly slower approach, 
throwing it sideways and_bootiny 

way through. Good stuff to. wi 
Beuttler was classified 12th, two laps down, 
while Jarier was unclassified in 13th five 
laps down. 


HEAT 2 


Roger Williamson showed that he has lost 
none of his touch of how to get off pole 
position in a hurry when the flag dropped; he 
Charged into Allard in front of the pack led 
by Brambilla and Mass. At the end of the 
lap Williamson had pulled out a few yards as 
Mass outbraked Brambilla which looked a 
very brave manoeuvre. Beltoise was next up 
with Schenken, Vandervell, Morgan, Hail- 
wood, Gethin, Jabouille, Fittipaldi, Jaussaud, 
Kazato, Moser, Migault, Scott, Walkinshaw, 
Gubelmann and Salisbury all following. 
Brambilla left the leaders at Seagrave on 
lap two with a broken throttle cable, When 
the leaders came to the chicane on lap three 
Vittorio had. struggled that far too and 
coasted through as Williamson came charging 
up in the lead. Roger had to slow conside 
ably and Mass caught right up. As Brambilla 
pulled into the pits, Williamson gave the 
GRD full revs and kept Mass at bay. Roger 
still had it as they came to the chicane 
next time but Mass was right on his tail: 
it looked as though the GRD was never going 
to have its brakes applied in time and sure 
enough the smoke appeared as the wheels 
Tocked and ‘Williamson's lead disappeared 
with him up the escape road. Mass happily 
took over the lead with Beltoise w 
in second place. Schenken was 
Morgan, Vandervell 
ing fast while Willi 
tion into overdrive and set about catching 
them. Hallwood got knocked off at Allard 
on the fifth lap and spun down to the back 
of the field. Morgan latched on to Schenken 
briefly but on the seventh lap pitted with a 
broken wing. This left Vandervell with 
Williamson clinging to his slightly smokey 
tail chasing Schenken. Jabouille was on his 
‘own in sixth place while Gethin had his 
mirrors full of Kazato who made up for lack 
of pace down the straight by 
as ‘will ever be possibi 
before flinging it si 
chicane, Scott should have been next up but 
his engine, which still refused to rev, cut 


completely when he missed a gear at Allard. 
Tais left Migault ninth well ahead of Walkin- 
shaw (minus brakes with boiling fluid), 
Gubelmann and an unhappy Jaussaud (who 
had taken the escape road after Williamson 
vacated it) scrapping together. Moser was 
next ahead of Hailwood who pitted on lap 
10 to report that his tyres were making life 
bloody difficult. Wilson Fittipaldi's unhappy 
weekend continued mostly in the pits with a 
broken injector pipe. 

From laps 10 to 15 Beltoise made up 
little ground on Mass and narrowed the gap 
to just under 2 5 before poor Jochen pulled 
off at Church with a blown engine. Vander- 
vell, now smoking heavily as the ofl found 
its ‘way through the Araldite, had passed 
Schenken, who had a holed airbox and was 
losing revs, on lap 13. Tim cautiously kept 
his distance from the smokescreen as Colin 
Inherited a good second place. Williamson 
was giving the Motul plenty of pressure 
though on lap 17 tried, to the shouts of “No 
don't try it” from the crowd, to get round 
the outside of Schenken into the chicane 
Tim, being a friendly Aussie, let him get away 
with it (no we're not rubbishing Australia) 
before retaking him at the complex for a 
couple of laps. However the rev starvation 
fof the Motul got worse on lap 20 and Roger 
got through for good. He immediately went 
‘nd sat on Vandervell's gearbox which was 

idden in the oll smoke; not happy with that 
he outbraked him into the chicane on lap 21 
to take second place well behind Beltoi 
by this time. Schenken got Vandervell next 
time round and having run our of oil Colin 
retired to the pits, The first three places then 
looked all settled. No chance. " Beltoise has 
blown up" yelled commentator Russell 
Douglas, Surely not three races running? 
But, yes, the red STP March failed to appear 
and’ Williamson was back in the lead. With 
only four laps to go Roger did not jet his 
pace drop and went on to score what will 

be the first of many F2 wins for 
Mf and GRD by 11s. It was a masterly 


In second. “It might be a 
lousy car at the moment’ said Ron Dennis, 
“‘but at least they are reliable." True, five 
starters, five finishers and all of them in the 
final. Gethin came in third despite gear 
selection trouble and a slightly smoky engine, 
having caught and passed Jabouille four laps 
from the end. The Frenchman finished fourth 
despite two nearly flat tyres. Kazato looked 
to be enjoying himself as he flung the GRD 
about and was the last unlapped finisher 


in sixth, 
Jaussaud was one lap down as were 
Gubeimann and Moser while an unhappy Hail- 


wood was two laps down and Fittipaldi, 
Migault and Brambilla unclassified although 
sll running. Morgan had retired with 
transmission trouble. 


FINAL 


‘The first heat was appreciably quicker than 
the second because of Williamson's early 
misdemeanour $0 Depailler took pole. Hailwood, 
Beltoise, Dal Bo and Tino B. failed to 
reappear so reserves Fittipaldi, Migault and 
Scott lined up. One or two were amazed to 
see Mass on the grid apparently with a new 
engine in his car, but it later was discovered 
that the numbers had been switched with 
Hailwood’s car. This is not allowed and after 
the race Mass was disqualified. 

‘There were a few spots of rain just befor 
the start but It soon cleared so there were 
no worries over wet or dry tyres. However the 
Firestone runners were at a loss as to how 
to solve their problem. Hunt put some 1972 
rubber on while Williamson and Coulon kept 
the same. 

"As the flag fell it was Coulon from the 
middle of the front row who got away best 
with Williamson and Depailler challenging. 
Meanwhile chaos reigned on the grid a: 
Schenken’s transmission failed and the Motul 
refused to move, Jarier charging up quickly 
could not miss him and the resultant flying 
‘round of cars and wheels ended the race for 
Jaboullle and Fittipaldi as well with rather 
bent cars. The yellow flags were still out 
after the chicane as the leaders came into 


" 
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the corner anxious not to get put off by It 
Williamson put in a mighty effort and out- 
braked his fellow F3 graduate into the chicane 
‘and Jed the fleld through the rubble. Depailler 
‘was third with Pescarolo, Scheckter, Wollek, 
Hunt, Gethin, Kazato, Ikuzawa, Pace, Walkin: 
shaw, Birrell, Jaussaud, Moser, Mass, Gubel- 
mann, Brambili ‘Morgan, 
Migault, Vandervell, McConnell 

of laps ‘later Scott, who had 
the incident on the grid. 

Tt was still Williamson next time round 
‘but into the Campbell, Cobb and Seagrave 
complex Coulon 
remained on his tail for a lap and then 
gradually slipped back into Depailler's grasp. 
Roger hung on but the GRD was looking a 
bit wild and Depailler passed and left him 
on lap eight. Scheckter and Pescarolo did 
the same next lap and Roger headed for 
the pits where a nail was found in a rear 
tyre and it was a lap later that he rejoined 

‘On the ninth lap Depailler closed right up 
‘on Coulon and passed him briefly only to be 
retaken approaching the chicane. Suddenly 

Went missing however. It trans- 
fer that he had pulled off at Seagrave 
after the battery had come loose and broken 
the master switch. This left Coulon well 
out in front and driving with great maturity 
he kept it that way. 

‘Meanwhile back in second place there was 
an almighty carve up. Scheckter, snaking all 
over the road under braking, led Pescarolo, 
Birrell, who had come through the field like 
a rocket from virtually the Back of the grid, 


12 


Gerry Birrell leads Mike Beuttler and Henri Pescarolo during their battle for the F2 final 


eer" 


Wollek, and Gethin. Hunt had a slow puncture 
to add to his existing tyre troubles and was 
unable to keep the pace, but was safely 
ahead of the sideways Kazato who was rapidly 
being caught by Beutler, who was handling 
his March beautifully and had come up from 
the back row of the grid. Fairly close to this 
lot were Pace, Mass and Morgan. Walkin 
shaw, still minus brakes, and Brambilla were 
dicing for 13th with Jaussaud, Wingfeld, 
Moser and Gubelmann next with Williamson 
driving like there was no tomorrow in an 
effort to regain places. 

‘As Coulon continued his merry way the 
interest centred on the rapid climbs of Bir 
rell and Beutler with Mass, Pace and Morgan 
also making progress at a'more steady rate. 
From lap 13 to 20 Scheckter led the bunch. 

fot past Pescarolo on lap 19 but the 
ayed tied together with Wollek 
uggling with the handling of his Motul, 
driving exceptionally well and keeping in 
touch. On lap 21 Birrell finally made it into 
second place and two laps later it became 
first when Coulon disappeared. He pulled off 
‘ac Goodwood with lack of fuel pressure hav- 
ing made his presence well and truly known, 

For a couple of laps Birrell seemed to 
establish a small lead but Scheckter and 
Pescarolo were not giving up and came right 
back at Gerry and just sat behind him. 
Meanwhile Beuttler had caught the ailing 
Wollek and the two of them tagged on to the 
leaders. Poor Bob just could not cope with 
the understeer and dropped back a little as 
battle commenced between the four. 

Gethin would have been among the 
leaders but an oil pipe detached itself from 
the block out on the circuit on lap 14 while 
Kazato visited the pits to have the spark box 
changed and Ikuzawa for a plug change. 
Walkinshaw was also in trouble when the 
spark box started to fall off and he had to 
journey to the pits while Wingfeld was out 
with a lack of sparks. 

So on lap 30, 20 to go, Birrell, Scheckter, 
Pescarolo and Beuttler were fighting out the 
Iead, Wollek held a good fifth, but Pace and 
Mass were catching rapidly, Hunt's flat was 
getting worse and he was losing ground 
Steadily to Morgan whose injured foot was 
making driving very difficult; Brambilla and 
Jaussaud were next up with Gubelmann being 
rapidly caught by Williamson who seemed 
to be quickest man on the circuit. 

‘The leading battle became split slightly 


on lap 32 when Scheckter suffered a puncture 
at Goodwood and spun out of the race. Birrell 
opened up a small gap as Beuttler pressed 
his attentions on Pescarolo. On lap 35 they 
were all together again. On lap 39 Beutler 
pur in a mighty effort at the chicane and 
demoted Pescarolo, Henri hung on though 
and the trio stayed as one. Further interest 
was being added as Mass caught Wollek 
(Pace had pitted with his tyre problem again). 
‘There was just 8.5 s between the Surtees and 
the leading Chevron with five laps to go 
and it was spitting with rain. But Birrell was 
having the F2 race of his life and was the 
man in charge; he didn’t intend to lose it. 
Beuttler had other ideas however. Birrell’s 
rather unusual line into the chicane leaves 
4 small and inviting gap for challengers. To 
make use of it the challenger has to 

the kerb as well as it just is not big 

to get through. On lap 48, Beutder cried it 
however. It didn't work. The two cars touched 
and all hell was let loose. Birrell spun and 
was left in the middle of the chicane 
Beuttler was out on the grass again, 
carolo struggled through the inside and took 
the lead as Wollek and Mass arrived side by 
side. Jochen chose the smallest of gaps 
between the stationary Chevron and the 
Armco, Bob went round the inside and they 
‘met the other side of Birrell. Miraculously they 
did not touch and Jochen just took second. 
Beuttler by this time was rejoining in fourth 
right behind Wollek while Birrell got going 
in fifth some 20 8 down, 

Pescarolo went on to give the Motul it 
first ever win by 15 3; lucky it may hav 
‘been, but throughout the weekend he drove 
like "the seasoned campaigner he is, never 
putting a foot wrong, as others knocked them- 
Selves around, and he was as deserving a: 
anyone. Mass also drove well (it was a 
strange car after all!) but was later dis 
Qualified for running the wrong car so Wollek, 
who had his best F2 drive to date, which 
even pleased him, took second pl 
‘maximum championship points, 
will rage for many monthi 
Beuttler/Birrell incident; it was a pity it 
happened bur it would have been unjust if 


driving but third 
justice. Beuttler’s placing is 
Provisional pending an inquiry. 

Morgan took fifth (after the disqualification) 
after a steady drive again from near the 
back of the grid. Jassaud was not happy with 
his Motul but opened his points account by 
coming sixth while Vittorio Brambilla took 
seventh a lap down. Williamson eventually 
hauled himself up to eighth and had it not 
been for the puncture would surely have won 
by a distance, Gubelmann took ninth ahead 
of the unt Hunt who had to visit 
the pits ni 1d to have his puncture 
replaced and lost what would have been sixth 
place. 
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GROUP 2 


Gardner’s revenge 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Following his defeat at Silverstone, Frank 
Gardner made mincemeat of the opposition in 
the third round of the British Touring Car 
Championship last Monday, his 7 litre SCA 
European Road Services Chevrolet Camaro 
setting the first 100 mph lap at Thruxton on 
its way to a very convincing victory. Dave 
Matthews’ Broadspeed Capri was the only 
ear to stay anywhere near the Camaro, but 
that retired with a broken crank pulley and 
second place eventually fell to Brian Muir 
who overcame diabolical handling and a pit 
stop to clean the windscreen, with a typi 
spirited and determined performance by Yogi 

‘With Andy Rouse's  Broadspeed Escort 
suffering sump failure, Dave Brodie’s Norman 
Reeves Escort BDA had no trouble in winning 
the 2 litre section, and Gardner and Brodie 
now share the overall lead of the British 
Group 2 Championship on 24 points, with 
Muir not far behind on 21. The 1300 cc class 
contained a thrilling dice for supremacy 
between the Escort BDAs of Peter 


‘and Vince Woodman until Woodman’s engine 
blew and Hanson's subsequent win brings 
him to within three points of Woodman's 
championship class lead. Sadly Bill McGovern 
Suffered injuries as a result of a first corner 
Shunt with his Bevan Imp in the 1 litre class, 
leaving the Imps of Les Nash and Melvyn 
‘Adams to dispute the honours until Nash's 

ine failed and Adams was at last well 
rewarded with a class win, However the class 
championship lead is held by Ivor Goodwin 
who finished second to Adams and has a! 
point advantage over Nash. 


With the scheduled fourth round in the 
British Championship at Oulton Park on May 
13 unfortunately cancelled, there is over a 
month before the next instalment at Thruxton 
‘on Whit Monday, when the positions are so 
jose they could all change again. Apart from 
dner's record lap, all other class records 
got a beating, with Rouse, Woodman and 
Hanson, and Nash taking the credits 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Two half-hour practice sessions were pro: 
vided by the BARC on the Saturday, with 
the morning one being wet and the after- 
noon one dry, so that only times in the after 
foon session counted. For interest, Andy 
Rouse's. VMW Motors/Esso Uniflo 2 litre 
Broadspeed Escort was best overall in the 
wet, being nearly 3s quicker than Frank 
Gardner and Dave Matthews. However, in the 
afternoon, Gardner altered all that by setting 
fan offortiess 1 m 236 s, the 7 litre C 
looking. as steady as ever as the Australian 
powered it through the twisty bits with the 
Ereatest of ease, and now £1000 the richer 
for its win at Nivelles the previous week. 
Compared with Gardner's 101.45 mph 
record-shattering lap of 1m 23.6 s, Dave 
Matthews’ second best time of the session in 
1m 25.0 s, seemed much more hard work. 
All is. still not au fait with the handling of 
the Broadspeed/Lindrick Finance Capri, as 
coming through Allard (the very fast corner 
just past the pits), Matthews was working 
incredibly hard at the wheel with one or 
even both inside wheels off the deck. Since 
Silverstone the car was raced into’ second 
place by Claude Bourgoignie at Nivelles, so 
Tittle development has been done except for 
alterations to the roll centre and changes to 
the springs, as well as to the front spoiler. 
Matthews explains that being quite a radical 
vehicle, it takes quite some time to 

‘but “we are making steady progress.” 
came from the same 3 litre Weslake V6 unit 
used at Silverstone and at Nivelles when it 
bent a push rod and cracked a valve spring. 
Still, Dave’ seems to be enjoying his Group 2 
exploits, but has no desire to do anything 
more than Group 2 with his business commit- 
ments keeping him well occupied. 

‘Completing the front row was Brian Muir's 
Dealer Team BMW/Alpina CS on 1 m 26.0 s, 
exactly the same time Brian recorded in 
practice for this race last year driving the 
Wiggins Teape Capri. Whereas Muir was 
very happy with the handling of the BMW 
at Nivelles a week earlier, it was back to 
Square one at Thruxton, despite the similarity 
in circuits, Yogi found the handling quite 
diabolical, and it looked pretty frightening to 
‘watch at Allard with both inside wheels lifting 
off the ground ag he clipped the kerb giving 
fhim lots of opposite lock work to keep the car 
pointing straight towards Campbell corner. 
‘The brakes also caused a problem, with the 
mixture of Lockheed and ATE causing much 
locking-up into the chicane. Unfortunately 
there isn't. much time to do the necessary 
sorting, with three continental trips planned in 
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between this race and the next British Group 
2° round. Engine-wise, Malcolm Gartlan’s car 
was back to 3 litres, the same engines used in 
practice at Monza and since rebuilt at Alpina 
‘Their 3 litre winning unit from Silverstone 
was found to have a broken rocker arm, a 

imilar fate putting an end to thelr demon 3.3 

re mill at Nivelles. Yogi arrived at Thruxton 
having practised the day before at a snowy 
Salzburg. and just before he was about to 
fly off for the race on Saturday, he was 
pleased to learn it had been cancelied. 

The four BDA-engined Escorts from the 
2 litre class were next fastest, headed by 
‘Andy Rouse who Is the most promising new- 


comer to International saloon car racing seen 
for a long time, Through Allard, his perform- 
ance was masterful, as he drove the car 
neatly 


nd rapidly into the corner -without 
ick, then simply powered the 


the comer to apply a touch of 
the bend and headed 
ne 


ck as he lel 
towards the complex. It really was a det 
to watch without any of this spectacul 
wheel-waving stuff, and it paid off too with 
the Firestone-shod 2 litre Broadspeed Escort 
lapping in 1m 26.8 s, quickest of the Escorts. 
Dave Brodie was next up, still far from 
happy with his works Boreham-developed, 
Norman Reeves-entered 2 litre Escort as he 


Gardner leads the field through Allard. 


fought with assorted handling problems to 
record 1m 28.0 s, 0.6 s slower than what 
he did in practice for this race last year. 
And the handling problems were quite appa. 
rent, as the lock-to-lock stuff through Allard 
even looked hairier than usual for the Brode. 


Lawrie Hickman's immaculate Gerry 
Edmonds Escort RS with its 1970 Alan Smith 
BDA engine, lapped in 1 _m 294 s before 
having a monumental spin at’ Goodwood 
corner, which ripped all the tread out of one 
tyre, caused the spring retainers to jump out 
and gave Lawrie quite a fright too. By the 
ime everything had been replaced, practice 
was over. Jonathan Buncombe also recorded 
1m 29.4 5, with his ex-Brodie Escort fitted 
for the first time this year with its 1974 ce 
iron block Racing Services engine. However, 
Buncombe wasn't happy with the handling 
either and from Allard appeared to be xpply- 
ing the Mini technique of throwing the car 
into the corner on opposite lock and leaving 
the corner still on opposite lock but, in 
between, nowhere near touching the kerb 
in the middle of the bend, where most of 
the other drivers were aiming to put in 
quick laps. Buncombe admits that he doesn't 
think he has yer got the hang of the Escort 
compared with his Mini days but he's learn 
Ing quickly and most of the handling problems 
in this practice were accounted for by a 
broken front stabiliser 


wing the 1300 BDA engine homologated 
for Group 2, means that nothing else but 
Escorts has a look in for honours in the 1300 
class nowadays, but there's still strong com- 
petition between the Fords themselves, 
‘Although not looked on kindly by Ford hier- 
fachy, Peter Hanson is a most welcome addi- 
tion ‘to this class with his Broadspeed-built 
‘and prepared Escort owned by John Hanson 
‘and Peter recorded the best 1300 time of 1 
‘m 30.0 5, just four-tenths quicker than Vince 
Woodman’s identical car (except for narrower 
wheel rim widths) with Woodman complain: 
ing of an engine misfire in practice. Gillian 
Fortesque-Thomas was having her first Group 
2 race in the thd 1300 Escort-BDA and got 
round in 1m 32.0 s while the fourth of the 
1300 Escort’ BDAs, the ex-Broadspeed car 
of Tony Dickinson, retired for good after three 
laps of practice. ‘The three quickest. Minis 
were Jon Mowatt (1m 33.6 8), Chris 
Montague (1m 34.8 s) and Paul Burt (1m. 
36,6 s), but Montague's car was reduced to 
& very battered heap after he had a huge 
accident at Goodwood bend with the car 
rolling several times and Montague lucky to 
escape with abrasions and shock, The 1 litre 
Glass saw a. familiar’ story with Bill 
McGovern's Bevan Imp leapfrogging its way 
round in 1_m 362 5, 1s quicker than Les 
Nash's Bevan Imp and Melvyn Adams. third 
best in 1m 384 5, Martin Thomas’ 5.7 


TILT pooccccicy 


A hundred to nought: 4-8 seconds. 


@P Lockheed Brakes 


Camaro didn't do a lap of practice before 
all iis olf dropped out when the sump failed. 


RACE 


Spots of rain as the cars lined up on the 
grid caused for much activity in the pits before 
the start of the race, but team managers 
rightly suspected that the brief shower would 
soon pass away and no last minute changes 
of tyrewear were necessary. However, with 
the track decidedly greasy, the front row 
made a leisurely getaway which resulted in 
the second row of Escorts of Rouse and 
Brodie joining the big brothers in the 
complex, while in the middle of the grid 
Bill McGovern's Bevan Imp was apparently 
forced out at Allard and gave the bank an 
almighty blow. The car was exceedingly 
badly damaged and although McGovern was 
knocked unconscious and he was whisked 

his injuries were not 
rious. 

While Gardner took the lead, there was 
much bumping and boring through the com- 
plex on the first lap with Brodie taking over 
cond place from Rouse, Matthews, Muir 
fand ‘Buncombe, but by the time they reached 

taken 
over third and fourth places from Rouse with 
Buncombe going incredibly well to keep in 
touch, With Gardner already pulling out an 
advantage in front, Matthews set about deal- 
Ing with Brodie and the two of them took 
the Kimpton to Goodwood section absolutely 
side-by-side on the second lap before the 
Broadspeed Capri ‘out on top and immi 
‘away from the Escorts, 
turn and into the chicane at 
‘second lap, Muir, Rouse and 
Brodie approached side-by-side with Muir 
metting squeezed out on the first part of the 
Corner and thereby losing out to Brodie who 
Still held off Rouse. Muir's efforts were 
further thwarted on the next laps when both 
Escorts suddenly developed smokescreens 
coming through Church. Brodie's didn’t appear 
too serious, but Rouse’s was and Muir went 
ight only to have Rouse 
@ him into the chicane, but Andy then 
spun in a cloud of smoke and even flames. 
The sump had failed on the Escort which 


caused the smoke and Andy's spin on his own 
oil and Rouse simply pulled into the pits to 
retire. But Muir's screen had been covered 
in oll from Rouse’s departure, and when he 
turned the wipers and washer on to clean 
the screen, the wipers worked but the washer 
didn’t which meant Brian couldn't see = thing 
‘out of the smeared windscreen and as he 
finished his fourth lap, he quickly headed for 


the pits to have the screen cleaned and con- 
tinue in eighth place, 

Meanwhile Gardner had opened up a S's 
lead on Matthews, whose Capri was still 


race, later developing into irregular engine 
noises which didn't turn out too serious. 
Brodie had pulled out a large margin over 
Buncombe, who in turn was comfortably 
ahead of Hickman whose Escort had lost all 
its brakes and was being hounded by a 
tremendous struggle for 1300 honours be- 
tween Hanson and Woodman, From the first 
lap, Hanson held the upper hand over Wood- 
man with absolutely nothing covering the 
pair of them, and Gillian F-T's works Escort 
way behind ‘and not all that far ahead of 
Jon Mowatt’s leading Mini, Muir's pit-stop 
dropped him behind the dicing 1300s and 
when he passed them on the ninth lap, Wood- 
man also took over the class lead from Han- 
son while Mrs F-T disappeared at the same 
time with a 
lap later and the sar 
and his blown engine took him to as far as 
where the works Escort had stopped at Church, 
which left Hanson with a commanding lead 
of the 1300 section. 

‘The next blow was to strike Matthews. 
While Gardner further extended his lead, 


fully turned-out Capri coasted to a halt 
‘approaching the chicane with the crank 
pulley broken up. After last year's string of 
Feliable wins in the Broadspeed Escort, poor 
Matthews is having some rotten luck this 
year through engine failure 

‘As far as the leading positions were con- 
cerned, main interest now centred on Muir's 
recovery from his pit-stop. By the 14th lap 
he had overcome Buncombe to hold fourth 
place overall and set after second man, Brodie, 


Matthews leads Brodie, Rouse and Muir past the pits. 
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soon reducing the gap until by the 20th lap 
there was barely 2 s between them, and a 
lap later, the BMW was through into second 
place. But Muir's race, apart from this good 
Fecovery, did not appear to be a happy one, 
having great difficulties with the brakes lock- 
ing up into the chicane and with the handling 
generally. A brakeless Hickman had been 
steadily closing the gap on Buncombe until I 
20 when his engine suddenly cut out across 
the finish line and he pulled in to retirement 
with black box failure. And so the race ran 
‘out with Gardner driving an immaculate rac 
Setting a 98 mph average for the 25 laps and 
finishing over half a minute ahead of Muir, 
with Brodie a comfortable third, In fourth 
place, Buncombe’s drive was also a very good 
effort, confirming his considerable ability as 
he acclimatises to the Escort, 

Peter Hanson finished fifth overall with 
the others dropping out and easily picked up 
the 1300 award, with the prospect of some 
really good Woodman v Hanson battles in the 
offing for the rest of Jon 
Mowatt’s Mini was easily th 
bunch, but had very much a lonely rac 
pick tp sixth place, two laps down on the 
Tea 

With McGovern out of the race, Les Nash's 
Imp had the 1 litre cla 
for the first half of 
in a tremendous struggl 
Escort 1300 GT, which saw the two of them 
changing places continually until Thatcher's 
Escort became stuck in second gear and he 
retired to the pits. With half of the race 
‘completed, Nash now had a comfortable eighth 
place overall behind Mowatt, but Paul Burt's 
Longman Mini was all set to do something 
‘about this. On the opening lap Burt was well 
placed with Mowatt until he had a mos 
incredible spin at Brooklands which saw ¢ 
green Mini circulating like a top 


up all his lost places to finish the 16th lap 
side-by-side with Nash into the chicane but 
Burt was on the outside and went straight 
fon into the slip road which put him back 
at the tail of the field when he was allowed 
to continue. But still Nash was not out of 
trouble, for after spendi of the race 
dicing with 1300 Minis 
Imp, Melvyn Adams was making splendid 
progress with his home-prepared Imp, By the 
20th lap, privateer Adams had got himself 
‘onto the tail of Nash's Bevan Imp and 
attempted to get by approaching the chicane 
for the 2ist time, but being on the outside 
idea pretty smartly! How- 
to worry, for on the next 
p in a cloud of smoke on 
it and Adams was left with an 
victory over Goodwin while 
local man Andy Holloway was leading them 
both on the first lap with his Imp before 
that expired at Kimpton on the second tour. 
The scrap behind these was quite a fraught 
‘one too with umpteen Minis changing places 
continually, Mike Drinkwater — eventually 
coming out on top while the luckless Burt 
managed to pick up to 10th place again with 
a a2 


@ More Thruxton reports on page 48 
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Singapore GP 


Schuppan shows the way 


By RICHARD FEAST 


Vern Sehuppan w: 
his” Singapore. A\ 


ines-sponsored March 722 


a runaway winner of last Sunday's eighth Singapore Grand Prix. Driving 
in seering heat and humidity, he completed 


the 50 gruelling laps (156 miles) of the Upper Thomson road circuit with over 20s in 


hand over Graeme Lawrence (Surtees TS15). Third, a lap down, wa 
Macdonald, winner of the previous Sunday's Malaysian GP at 


Hong Kong's John 
fu Tiga with his Brabham 


BT40. This race for 1600 cc single-seaters was really between three men, Schuppan, 
Lawrence and Leo Geoghegan, who comfortably led in the early stages until his all-new 


Birrana 273 was del 


yed with mechanical trouble. After losing nine laps in the pits having 


a misfire traced, he set off in pursuit of a new lap record. He succeeded too, brilliantly 


lapping In 1m 54.9" s, an impro 
Alfa Romeo-powered car of Alex Mildren. 


Let's face it, the Singapore Grand Prix 
means very little to the average European 
enthusiast. Singapore? That's the place that 


Winston Churchill assured the House of 
Commons would never fall into enemy hands 
(only for “It to do exactly that to. the 
Japanese a few weeks later), but the name 
doesn't exactly ring with motor racing fever 
like the Tourist Trophy, the Monaco Grand 
Prix, the Targa Florio, Maybe it never will, 
but ic won't be for wane of trying on the part 
of many people on that island. The Singapore 
GP, now in its eighth year, has slowly been 
wetting bigger and better, and last. Sunday's 
event attracted the best’ names from 
‘Australia and New Zealand—the geographi. 
ally nearest countries which have strong. 
racing traditions—and others from Asia and 
Europe. 

‘Who are the promotors who can persuade 
serious racing men to travel thousands of 
miles on a busy Easter weekend for a race 

tively unknown ? The answer 
Is” simple—the Government of Singapore. 
While the Grand Prix details on the day are 
down to a handful of people from the tocal 


Singapore Motor Sports Club the impetus for 
the International flavour comes from. the 
National Sports Promotion Board, a govern. 
ment. department. There is enormous 


emphasis on all” sports in the island, all 
encouraged and heavily subsidised by’ the 
NSPB, and the Grand Prix dominates the 
Easter weekend. There are posters and ban- 
ners everywhere, the newspapers are full of 
motor racing news—" full” in this sense is 
almost literally true—and there are live and 
recorded radio and television broadcasts, The 
Minister for Social Affairs is present for 


ment of 0.6 s on the previous best by the 2{-litre 


almost the whole four-day meeting and the 
Presidemt of the republic makes several 
appearances. Prize presentations are after- 
wards completed at a Somerset Maughan-like 
party in the President's palace, so important 
{5 the occasion. 

In south-east Asia, where the storm clouds 

guerilla warfare in Cambodia, Laos and 
nam are frighteningly close at hand, the 
international trading centre of Singapore is 
a welcome oasis of sanity. The Grand Prix is 
just one aspect in establishing the tiny country 
as the premier commercial and trading centre 
of that part of the world. Motor racing is 
having a wonderful spin-off from the political 
ambitions of the country. 

The circuit over which the Grand Prix is 
run would send shivers down the collective 
spines of the CSI Safety Committee. To obtain 
the circuit the public roads are simply closed 
off, If there are any safety devices 1 didn't 
See any. The bus stops, the lamp posts, the 
water hydrants, the drainage channels by the 
roadside (it rains heavily every afternoon 
there) are all there. Four thousand people live 
within the confines of the 3.023-mile track 
and all have to be issued with passes, The 
only bit of metal barrier 1 saw was in front of 
the VIP stand, and that would hardly have 
d anybody or anything. Ifa car went off 
In the Snakes—a corner, not a reptile—then 
it would be stuck in the valley, in the jungle, 
or a village house 


And what a wonderful track and racing 
atmosphere it Is too! I say that as @ spectator, 
bearing in mind the daunting prospect these 
hazards must be to a driver, It was like going 
back 20 years in time, when road circuits 


were exactly that, mot the metal barrier-Hined 
slot car tracks they are today. Neither did 
it bother the drivers unduly, for people like 
Max Stewart and three-<imes winner Graeme 
Lawrence have been going there for years. 
Anyone who considers it too risky can 
‘opt out, but most drivers said they liked the 
cireuit and treated it with more reserve than 
they would a purpose-built track. 

But the days of the Upper Thomson circuit 
are numbered. The Singaporeans glance en- 
viously northwards at their erstwhile fellow 
countrymen of Malaysia, who have a per- 
manent circuit at Batu’ Tiga, just outside 
Kuala Lumpur. The Singaporeans know that 
to be fully accepted by the sport's world 
governing body they too need one of these 
stereotyped showpieces. The big problem is 
land—the island covers only 220 square miles 
and the priority is an enormous development 
Programme to house the country's 24 million 
population. Despite all these social problems, 
Singapore undoubtedly will get its permanent 
circuit. The Minister of Social Affairs, 
Encik Othman Wok, told me, “I'l be the 
happiest man when we get’ a permanent 
circuit." It was significant that when the 
availability of land for a circuit is at 
Such a premium the Minister should use the 
word “ when.” 

While the National Sports Promotional 
Board contribute a great deal of money to- 
wards the event, they have cleverly attracted 
many sponsors. Cleverly, because the sponsor- 
ship, in kind, comes from Singapore Airlines 
(€20,000), Air New Zealand’ (£5,600) and 
Goodwood Hotels Corporation (£3,300), The 
airlines fly in the drivers, the cars, the 
mechanics; the hotel group accommodates 
them. As a carrot, the first prize in the Grand 
Prix is a cool 10,000 Singapore dollars (over 
£1,600), 

This year's entry was the best yet. From 
Britain came Australia’s Vern Schuppan with 
his special-bodied March 722, using a Hart 
motor for the first time, This car was sold 
Before the meeting to long-time enthusiast 
Teddy Yip, who “owns half of Hong Kong.” 
The local ‘hero, Sonny Rajah, came in fror 
Britain, where ‘he is to compete in Formul 
Atlantic this year with his March 732, After 
his RES engine had blown up at Batu Tiga, 
Rajah obtained a spare Hart motor from 
Kenny Smith of New Zealand 

From Hong Kong came a couple of immacu- 
late and identical Brabham-Hart BT40s. for 
John Macdonald (Cathay Pacific) and Albert 
Poon. Similar cars were entered by  flam: 
boyant Fred Opert for Mike Hall of the 


The new Australian-built Birrana 273 of Leo Geoghegan ledds the race from Graeme Lawrence's Surtees. Winner was Vern Schuppan (March 722). 
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USA and Brian Robertson of Canada. But 
Robertson crashed the car in practice when 
he had the misfortune to find a pool of oil 
deposited by Schuppan's March. “The car 
was a write-off,” said Opert. “Not if you 
were “Australian. They'd mend it,” quipped 
saloon car ace Alan Moffatt standing along- 
side, Opert made arrangements to have the 
ex-Jaussaud BT38 which he has bought flown 
to the event for Robertson, but the car only 
got as far as Tokyo and Robertson was a non- 
starter. 

‘An even more expensive operation ws 
launched by Pertamina, the Indonesian oil 
‘company who thought they should get into 
motor facing. Last year they sent  motor- 
cyclist Robert Silitonga and kart and saloon 
man Hanny Wiano to the Jim Russell school. 
They ordered a couple of GRD-Han 272s, 
which were delivered last November, and had 
GRD's Gordon Huckle on hand to look after 
them. Silitonga was also a non-starter due to 
@ practice accident. 

From New Zealand came Graeme Lawrence 
with his Surtees-Hart TS15 and Ken Smith 
with his ex-Birrell March-Hart 722. The big 
contingent from Australia included a pair 
of the all-new Birrana 273 (both with Hart 
engines) for Leo Geoghegan and constructor 
Malcolm Ramsey. The Rennmax-England of 
Max Stewart—the "jolly green giant,” 50 
called because of his girth and the colour of 
his overalls—and the Dolphin-Engiand of little 
Tony Stewart also represented Australia. 

jpan’s sole entry was from Kiyoshi Misaki 
in'an ex-Kazato Brabham BT30 equipped with 
a 174 bhp Toyota Celica twin-cam motor. A 
smart Chevron-Hart B20 was presented for 
the USA's John Green, a local resident, and 
there were even a couple of Formula Fords, 
a Hawke for ANZUK soldier Dave Hayward 
of New. Zealand and an Elden for Steve 
Millen, also from NZ, Other than Sonny Rajah, 
the other local representation came from 
Harvey Simon (Elfin 600B), Jan Bussell 
(Palliser-BRM WDB4), Percy Chan (Lotus-RES 
69) and Chong Boon Seng (Brabham BT36), 

Practice, spread out over several days, cor- 
rectly Indicated that prime honours would be 
between Lawrence, Schuppan and Geoghegan 
‘The next best men were Smith and Macdonald, 
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and the only other driver to break the 2 m 
barrier was Ramsey. Final times for the two- 
one-two grid—yes, that's right; the track, 
at about -24ft, is rather narrow !—were as 


race morning. Poon, whose motor never went 
Properly in practice, had a new one fitted 
‘Overnight and arrived late at the circuit. But 
the timing was wrong after the change, and 
there was no time to get the motor running 
properly as the 10 am start approached. 

"A crowd of some 40,000 watched and 
waited in the hot, hot sunshine as the Grand 
Prix competitors made their way to the start. 
Even after one lap Lawrence, Schuppan and 
Geoghegan were established as the pace- 
setting trio, and they began in the opening 
few laps to_ease away from Ramsey and 
Macdonald. ‘Then came a further gap, as 
‘Smith fought hard to get by Tony Stewart 
Rajan held off Max Stewart, and then came 
Hall, whose run was to last only seven laps 
Defore he pitted with a radiator punctured 
by a stone. 

But Geoghegan had had enough of following 
the Surtees and March, and despite the 
Birrana's newness, by lap 6 he was in the 
lead. While his position looked sound enough. 
he was being threatened the whole time by 
Lawrence and Schuppan. By the eighth lap 
Macdonald had reversed his position with 
Ramsey and taken fourth, and this is the 
way they remained unt the drama of lap 
17 when the Birranas came in. 


‘That meant there was a new race leader, 
Lawrence, but just after, Schuppan had other 
Ideas. and 


snicked ahead for the first time. 
never to. lose that position, 

trouble was a faulty ignition 
switch, and by the time the fault bad been 
traced the leaders had completed another nine 
laps. Out of the running, but determined to 
make @ point. the Australian went out with 
the expressed intention of beating the lap 
record, He did so too, by taking 0.6 s off 


the previous best. 

Fifth man Ramsey's trouble, for which 
there was no immediate cure, was a holed 
petrol tank and the driver was soaked in 
fuel. Thus with the two Birranas out of over- 
all contention, T. Stewart and Smith, never 
more than a few feet apart, moved’ up to 
contest fourth place. On lap 21 Smith's con- 
stant pressure was rewarded, and he went 
into fourth at the expense of the Dolphin 
driver who was being practically broiled 
alive. Part of the car's radiator seal had come 
adrift inside and the hot alr from the 
radiator was passing straight into the cockpit 
with obviously unpleasant results. 

‘Thus at half distance Schuppan had a few 
lengths’ lead on Lawrence, with Macdonald, 
his BT40 having only three operative brakes 
‘and about to go on to three cylinders due to 
a suspected broken valve, in third. Smith, 
having shaken off the Dolphin, was making 
up ground in fourth, and Tony Stewart was 
being caught by his larger namesake for fifth. 
It was at approximately this stage that the 
locals lost their only hope, Sonny Rajah for- 
felting his seventh spot when the battery 
came off his March. That gave th to 
Bussell, who had been hard-pressed by Green 
until the American had retired to the pits 
on lap 24. 

‘The race pattern established, the drivers 
were keen in the hot sun to maintain thelr 
positions more than to race in earnest. 
Schuppan was pulling out around 1s a lap, 
and with 10 laps to go had about half a 
minute's lead on Lawrence, Macdonald was 
running a consistent third, and was doubled 
by Schuppan with five Iaps to go. Perhaps 
the unluckiest man of all was Smith, Having 
worked hard to get by Tony Stewart, he was 
going well In fourth when on lap 42 he flew 
—literally—into the pits. A clip on the 
distributor cap had broken, and he lost tw 
laps and two places while the malady wi 
traced and cured. Fourth therefore went to 
Max Stewart, who had been as low as ninth 
in the early stages and had fought his way 
ast Rajah (on lap 14) and Tony Stewart (lap 

? 

While Schuppan controlled the 
the front like the professional credit 
must also be given to Graeme Lawrence. It 
was only his sixth race since his horrifying 
NZGP accident, and despite low fuel pressure 
‘and having to’ actuate the electric radiator 
fan by hand after the mechanical one 
packed up, he scored a good second place 
against great odds. 


race from 


last Geogneatn, 1 om S49 8, 971 moh 


Brabham BT40s, all of them previously 
untried, finished in the first three places in 
the Malaysian GP at Batu Tiga on April 15. 
Hong Kong provided the first and second 
drivers, Macdonald and Poon, and third went 
to Robertson in Opert’s car. 

‘The GP, run over 105 miles (50 laps) of 
the permanent circuit, was essentially a 
Straight fight between the Cathay Pacific 
BT40 of Macdonald and Lawrence in his 
Surtees TS15. The New Zealander led for the 
first quarter but Macdonald got by lapping 
the back markers and pulled away. Lawrence 
made a strong come-back towards the end 
but with only six laps to go he coasted to 
the pits and eventual retirement with a 
blocked fuel line. 

‘Lawrence and Tony Stewart in a Dolphin— 
an Australian style BT30—were handicapped 
by a1 min penalty for allegedly jumping the 
start. As a retirement it didn't bother 
Lawrence, but it dropped Stewart from third 
‘on the road to fifth behind Macdonald, Poon, 
Robertson and Max Stewart, whose Rennmax 


John Macdonald scores at Batu Tiga 


(another Brabham copy) was plagued with 
plug trouble for much of the race. These wer 
the only cars to complete the distance. 

‘Singapore's Sonny Rajah, winner last_yé 
was out of luck with his March 732, so 
new its paintwork was hardly dry. Despite 
Severe understeer, Sonny ran a consistent 
Seventh until just’ before half distance when 
the sick, flat-sounding RES twin-cam punched 
@ hole in the block. 

Geoghegan’s Birrana lasted only six laps 
before retiring with mechanical trouble. Hall, 
with the other Opert BT40 lost the rear 
braking action but finished 11th. Another 
favourite, Smith (March 722), was 12th after 
being delayed in the early stages with an 
ignition problem. 
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It’s been voted ‘Car of the Year’in Sweden. 
The safest car of the year in Britain. 


And ‘a car of the fut 


ure in the USA. 


Now-how will you rate the Saab 99? 


Before you decide take a test 
drive. Have a close look at the car. 
Consider these facts. And remember 
that you can own a Saab 99L CM2 for 
Jess than £1 


M2). Overhead 

‘main 
bearings, five camshaft bearings. 
Electric thermostatic cooling fan. 
Alternator, 

ROADHOLDING Front-wheel drive 
for maximum traction and directional 
stability. Rack-and-pinion steering. 
Radial tyres. 

BRAKES Servo-assisted discs all 
round. Dual-circuit diagonal system for 
extra safety. Handbrake operates 
front-wheel drums, providing third 
independent emergency system. 
Interior brake lines. 


LIGHTS Halogen headlamps with 
optional washer wiper system. Hazard 
warning flashers. Reversing lamps. 


BODYWORK Unit construction steel 
body, with reinforced windscreen and 
door pillars, longitudinal beams in 
doors, sill beams with internal anti- 
corrosion treatment. Energy absorbing 
front and rear sections. Bumpers of 
internal cellular construction withstand 
parking -speed impacts. 36-stage 

paint and protection treatment. 
Aluminised exhaust pipe and silencer. 
Driver's seat automatically 
self-warming, adjustable for height. 
slope and rake. Both front seats recline, 
have sockets for optional 


See and test drive the Saab 991 CM2 right away. 


Outstanding value at £1,725. (Recommended retail p1 
ex-works, including safety belts and Taxes). 


ead restraints. 


Nylon velour upholstery. 


atic control of 
set temperature. Separate controls for 
rear passengers. Draught-free through- 
flow. Defroster for windscreen, front 
side and rear windows. 
INSTRUMENTS Warning light 
battery charging, oil pressure, 
headlights, brakes, low fuel supply. 
Clock. Trip-meter, Dials have non- 
reflecting glass and variable-intensity 
lighting. 

PASSENGER SPACE Full five-seater. 
Rear seat elbow room over ft. No 
transmission tunnel 

LUGGAGE CAPACITY 12.3 cu. 
Useful semi-station-wagon featui 


for 


Saab (Gt. Britain) Led 


Wellcraft Road, Slough, Bucks, 


Please send me details of the Saab 991. CM2. 
Name. 


Address 


an 
GO SWIFT-GO SAFE-GO SAAB 
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Purely personal 


t all boils 
down to 2 
knowing one's 
subject intim- 
ately. Too often 
journalists are 
afraid of 
speaking out.” 


JOURNALISTIC PERSPECTIVE 


When the late Jim Clark won the Indian 
apolis 500 in 1965, the victory was heralded 
in banner headlines over most of the break- 
fast dailies, Followers of the sport blinked 
thelr eyes in disbelief at this rare accolade 
from Fleet Street. In hard news copy, our 

respectable. Instead of the 
pictures, the night editors 


sensed our lone gladiator had won a war over 
@ jealously guarded American establishment 
In motor racing, it's the win that matters 
And if i 


‘@ sacred cow like that one in 
conquered Everest, broken 


It’s a shame there aren't any more sacred 
cows for British drivers to rape in God's own 
country. Unless, of course, Jackie Stewart goes 
‘and puts it over the NASCAR boys in next 
year’s Daytona 500. A dream that will never 


happen because the Scot declares Daytona out 
of safety bounds. And besides, it would be 
second best to Clark's pinnacie of achieve- 
ment. 

For some reason, which remains a mystery, 
not all of Fleet Street's motor noters have 
thelr heart in the sport. In my lifetime, 
Barrie Gill was the only daily reporter who 
banged on the Editor's desk at the Daily 
Herald and later the Sun. He was young, 
enthusiastic and damn well cared about motor 
racing. He wanted equal space given over to 
football, horses and cricket. In rather a 
different manner, David Benson of the Daily 
Express is working hand in glove with Jackie 
‘Stewart. But this is a public relations set-up, 
rather than good hard copy getting on the 
pages by merit. Stewart and Benson have 
done a fine job with the Express. But there 
is no way you can force yourself upon the 
reader. That's why resentment started to 

‘er. One man’s viewpoint isn’t enough. 

If I were a press officer at a circuit in U 
country, I would grant facilities to those 
journalists who return good mileage. And by 
200d mileage, I mean pre-race build-up mater- 
fal. Copy before the event is what a promotor 
needs for a successful meeting. Race reports, 
girlie pictures in the middle page spread and 
Pictures of the race winner are merely cream 
on the cake. 

When a newspaper sponsors an event, it 
doesn't necessarily mean there is a large sum 
fof money exchanged. The promotor has merely 
ensured his meeting gets a certain amount of 
guaranteed build-up. In return, he offers the 
daily paper free advertising on the circuit and 
in race programmes, not to mention posters, 
public address and stickers. On this balance, 
the newspaper, in my opinion, comes off very 
much better. Which explains why T am against 
any kind of backing from Fleet Street in this 
‘manner. 

For how long promotors will continue to 
court these miserly reporters, I cannot fathom. 
Rarely have I heard a good word in their 
favour, Now if I were a press officer, I'd ban 
most of them from my circuit and cail on the 
‘sportswriters who work hard and give excel- 
Tent mileage. Evidence can be seen by writers 
like Frank McGhee of the Daily Mirror and 
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Ian Wooldridge from the Daily Mail. These 
‘men command great respect from their sub- 
jects and the reader. It's these sort of men 
motor sport needs to get across comment. 
‘They provide a good platform on controver- 
slal topics. Their copy is good reading, and 
gets spread across the pages. Not an apolo- 
getic inch hidden away in the news columns. 

Imagine what journalists of this calibre 
would have made from the Chris Amon/ 
March affair: "AMON SACKED BY MARCH. 
Mosely gets letter from home-bound New 
Zealander.” Nice strong copy which was 
‘screaming for the sort of coverage normally 

jocated to a wayward George Best. Then 
we have Jackie Stewart's controversial race in 
the South African Grand Prix. “REVSON 
THROWS RULE BOOK AT AUTHOR. Tyrrell 
defends controversial Stewart victory.” 

‘That's the sort of copy which attracts atten- 
tion. I've heard many quotes at Grands Prix 
fall on deaf ears. But men like Brian Clough, 
Bertie Mee, Frank O'Farrell soon stir the 
pigeons when they open their mouths. When 
& soccer player cuts down an opposite man, 
it's a foul, because it Is physically seen to 
be an injustice, which is merely underlined 
by a booking from the referee, Now I don't 
particularly want to see this kind of childish 
behaviour in motor racing, But at a recent 
Brands Hatch club meeting, when Damien 
McGee “fouled” Mike Wilds, a certain 
amount of damage was done to Wilds’ car. 
But nothing more was hurt than pride 

McGee came roaring into the pitlane after 
the race, red with fury. He leapt out of his 
car, threw his helmet into the cockpit and 
challenged anyone who dared question his 
manoeuvre. Fists were threatened, but the 
situation calmed down before it got to 
punches. All the onlookers knew McGee was 
Builty, but by God, It was great fun watching 
him deny his “foul” against Wilds. And a 
very picture-worthy situation. Anyone know- 
Ing McGee could see a mile off it was going 
to make good copy. 

It’s sniffing this sort of situation out that 
should be the job of a motoring journalist 
Instead we get copy in the good old Express. 
But it's dead stuff, and does nof create a 
talking point. Unfortunately, news does not 

ways happen at press receptions, but a 

can promising ‘material 
releases without quoting them 
parrot fashion. It all boils down to knowing 

" subject intimately. Too often journalist: 
afraid of speaking out, Why? For several 
reasons—personal and political. 

On the personal side, they're scared of 
being struck off the list of jollies which are a 
part of a journalist's lot. They don't want to 
fall out of favour with the drivers, entrants 
and ‘race organisers. And yet in defending 
thelr own interests, they are depriving the 
sport of good hard ‘news copy which creates 
2 talking point with the layman. The political 
Aspect is one which differs with each paper. 
Believe me I know the situation. Some years 
go. | worked as motoring editor on a large 

“ulation journal in Capada. I covered most 
motoring topics, and for this 1 got ample 
Space. Whenever I mentioned the subject of 
motor sport, the Editor had a fit. As a matter 
Of principle, 1 mounted a personal crusade to 
get motor racing within the pages of this 
journal. On hindsight, it became an obsession. 
Leven got as far as pianning a full-page colour 
feature in the weekend colour supplement. 
When the Editor saw this brewing up on the 
horizon, he stopped the feature immediately, 
and I was given the honourable boot. When [ 
approached him on the subject, I was told it 
‘was not my business to influence his motoring 
readers with the dangers of motor sport. 

Now I don’t think any Editor of a national 
British daily has his head buried in the sand 
to that extent. I am merely pointing out that 
[am not getting at Fleet Street without some 
foundation of experience. But because motor 


sport is recognised even in the smallest way 
by some of the popular dailies, I think their 
motoring correspondents should justify their 
cause, and rattle the chains of authority really 
hard. You might get snapped back into line, 
but I fail to see sense. when the Mirror 
sponsors the RAC Rally and the Mail backs 
the Race of Champions; why don't these 
papers keep up that sort of coverage the 
year round? 

‘That's why I say bring on the sportswriters 
who don't live in other people's pockets and, 
therefore, can afford to express their opinion. 
‘And leave the race reports to those watching 
from the bar. Either that, or take the Editor 


along to a Grand Prix, that 
this multi-million pouné isa 
bloody sight more colourful than Best's latest 


girlfriend. 


PETERSON FOR THE HEAP? 


Last summer, I visited Ronnie Peterson at his 
home in Maidenhead, It was the weekend 
before the John Player Grand Prix at Brands 
Hatch. The tall Swede had a problem on his 
mind the sort of problem any driver 
would relish, You see, at the time Ronnie had 
the choice of staying with March or moving 
to BRM, Brabham or John Player Team 
Lotus. Ail three of the enemy had been infily 
trating into the Peterson mind with their 
ideas, money and glowing prospects for the 
1973. season. 

It was an incredible situation not_many 
drivers are fortunate enough to experience 
Eventually, from sound reasoning, tendered 
with friendly advice, Ronnie informed Messrs 
Louis Stanley and Bernard Ecclestone hi 
services could not be rendered to their res- 
pective teams. Which left the scales of liberty 
balanced between March and John Player. 
Like @ giant monolith casting a shadow in his 
mind, all reasoning with March was blotted 
‘out, The temptation of the Black Box became 
overwhelming. Robin Herd, with unguarded 
regret, lost his man, 

To a very small extent, I helped Ronnie on 
his way. But I also pointed out my reserv 
tions on his move to John Player Team Lotus, 
It ts @ well-known fact that the number two 
seat—yes, I repeat number two seat—can be 
& large cfoss to bear, In fact for drivers like 
Trevor Taylor, Peter Arundel, John Miles and 
Dave Walker, it has been their virtual cruci- 
fixion. However, by sweet talk Ronnie 
went over to. the other side and Robin 
Herd.was left in temporary desolation, 

The story now comes up to date. The scene 
is at the hairpin. The venue Mallory Park 
during the Radio Luxembourg Formula 2 meet- 
ing. 1 meet a very reflective Ronnie, hands 
deep in the pockets of his overcoat, and bot- 
tom lip pouting. The Texaco Formula 2 cars 
for he and Emerson Fittipaldi are far from 
ready, and the biggest bonus he has had 
from John Player to that date was pole pos 
tion in the Brazilian Grand Prix. 1 didn’t like 
to mention it, but my thoughts went back to 
last July when Ronnie told me that Peter 
Warr promised emphatically that he would 
have an identical Formula 1 car to Emer- 
son, come what may. The team were in racing 
to push the name John Player. The driver wi 
of secondary importance. The signing of 
Ronnie was merely a worthwhile substantla- 
tion of effort in case one or the other car 
broke down. Having two competitive drivers 
in the team enhanced the chances of John 
Player winning races. 

Ronnie's job now is not to look upon the 
efforts of March with envy, He must banish 
all reflective thought. While the situation 
favours Emerson right now, Colin Chapman 
and Peter Warr must be seen to give the 
‘Swede their promise—to treat him as equal 
number one—otherwise Ronnie will not be in 
& position to fly ce John Player flag when 
things go wrong for Emerson. 


MAX LE GRAND 
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ter his performances at Teretonga 
Park and Warwick Farm. British enthusiasts 
witnessed his great win at Mallory Park last 
June, There is no doubt about it: 25-year-old 
Steve ‘Thompson is Formula 5000's No. 1 
‘when it comes to wet-weather driving. At 
Brands Hatch last Monday during the soggy 
fifth round of the Rothmans European F500 
Championship, Steve quickly eased his way to 
the front from a third-row grid position, 
‘opened out a 1S-second lead—and stayed 
there! Meanwhile, all those in the wake of 
‘Thompson's Servis Appliances Racing Chevron 
B24 had a variety of adventures and in the 
final run-in the first six were completed by 
Tom Belso, Tony Dean, Teddy Pilette, Brett 
Lunger and Clive Santo. 

‘The statistics show a Chevron 13-4 plus 
@ Firestone clean sweep in the first eight 
places, but only those who were there can 
really’ appreciate what a fantastic motor 
cace it was. Surely never have such big cars 
battled 30 furiously for so tong in such 
terrible conditions. The drivers were never 
able to let-up during the 61} minutes & took 
to complete the 63 dizzy laps of the Club 
circuit. ‘The spectators always had  some- 
thing of interest to follow; indeed, on many 
foceasions they didn’t know which battle to 
follow, which spin to watch. Lap-charting 
was aimost impossible with six or more 
5000s thundering by in tight formation 

‘Thompson justified the BP Man of the 
Meeting commendation. His drive was 
Superb, but one must also acknowledge 
Belso’s fiery drive into second; Dean and 
Pilette working up to third and fourth from 
the very back row of the grid; Lunger's 
brave efforts, which sadly only netted Afth 
after a long ‘spell in second place, and Scot 
Jock Russell's daring display in both practice 
and the early laps of the race. 

‘The supporting races were good and bad. 
Tom Pryce took his second Easter Formula 
Atlantic victory in a race also noted for much 
in-fighting, but at the other end of the scale 
the STP prodsports cars were a bore with 
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Brett Lunger leads van Lennep, Russell, Belso, Thompson and McRae on lap 1 


BRANDS HATCH 


Thompson topples them 


By MIKE KETTLEWELL 


Nick Faure’s Porsche Carrera best of a nine- 
car bunch. Other winners were Dave Milling- 
ton (Firenza), Derek Lawrence (Dulon), Ray 
Edge (Mini-Ford) and that_man ‘Thompson 
again, this time in the ShellSport Celebrity 
event. The BRSCC’s organisation was up to 
their usual high standard, although one felt 
that the intervals between races need no 
have been so long; the meeting finished wel 
after 7 pm. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Nineteen cars arrived at Brands Hatch. Bob 
Evans’ Trojan and Bobby Brown's Chevron 
were missing after their Snetterton problems, 
but newcomers to the Easter F5000 scene 
were Tony Trimmer with the Kent Mé 
McLaren M18 (which Tony himself 
built, engine and all), John Bowtell's old 
Rover-engined McLaren MIOA/B and Chris 
Oates’ McLaren MIOB which uses parts 
salvaged from Keith Holland's “ subm: 

at Mallory Park in March 1971, Graham 
McRae had substituted carburetters for fuel 
injection on his Bartz mill and was a runner, 
while Colin Hyams had every intention of 
being a starter this time. 

‘Seventy-five minutes were devoted to prac- 
tice, but after only a quarter-of-an-hour the 
slightly damp track became treacherous as it 
began to drizzle. Minutes later it poured so 
the session was stopped after an hour and an 
extra 15-minute unofficial practice period 
fitted into the programme shortly before the 
start of the meeting, the idea being to give 
entrants time to make suitable adjustments. 

Pole position was taken by Gijs van 
Lennep’s ShellSport Luxembourg Lola T330 at 
47.05 to earn the Dutchman his second crate 
of champagne over Easter. The time was 35 
off the Redman/McRae record, however. Brett 
Lunger in Sid Taylor's Trojan T101 lapped in 
48.45 and, trying very hard, Jock Russell cit- 
culated his McRae GMI only 0.6 s slower. Also 
on 495 were Tom Belso (ShellSport Luxem- 
bourg Lola T330) and Graham McRae (Iberia 
McRae GM1), while Steve Thompson's Servis 


Chevron B24 was 0.2 s slower. 

‘There were a few spins and excursions. 
Tom Belso damaged that most precious of 
items on Lolas, a wheel (a foundry strike has 
caused a shortage and Belso had the team’ 
sole remaining spare fitted for the race) ; Tony 
Dean dinged the nose of his Chevron and 
borrowed that off absent team-mate Bobby 
Brown's. Chris Oates’ McLaren only appeared 
briefly during the unofficial session and failed 
to start, so the final grid was as follows 


Grapamaenae 


drier, but shortly before the start any hopes 
Of using dry tyres were dashed when it poured 
with rain. Everyone wore wet-weather equip: 
ment; the McRaes of McRae and Rollinson 
had hand-cut patterns on what were originally 
slicks fitted up front; Sid Taylor switched 
from dry Goodyears to wet Firestones and, 
stickler for det changed the 
decals on the Lunger Trojan ‘shortly before 
the start! 


Belso and Russell. Russell, however, was in a 
chargin’ mood and was in second place behind 
Lunger at the end of the somehow incident- 
free first lap. Then followed van Lennep, 
‘Thompson, Belso and McRae with a slight gap 
to Rollinson, Santo, Holland, Ashley, Feather- 
stone, Oxton and the res 

Russell snatched the lead at Druids on lap 
two and started to draw away. On the fourth 
lap he found time to pirouette a graceful 360 
degree at Druids and still continue to lead. By 
this time Thompson was also in a fighting 
mood and had annexed third place; at the 
‘end of lap four he was second and a lap later 
he relieved Russell of the lead along the Top 
Straight. 

‘So much was happening it was difficult to 
comprehend everything. On the fifth lap 
Oxton’s Begg crossed the timing line in 13th 
place—well, ‘most of it did. Oxton went off 
along the Top Straight and spread the Begg 

ong the Armco, a wheel and sundry suspen: 

sion parts landing on the track opposite the 
pits. (Those in the press box had a magnifi- 
cent view: it was a similar accident to that 
which befell Barrie Smith and his Lola T70 
during the wet BOAC 1000 km in 1970.) By 
now, Thompson was romping away from 
Russell, Lunger and Belso. Van Lennep was a 
lonely ‘Afth with McRae, Rollinson, Holland, 
Santo, Pilette, Ashley and Dean giving chase 
behind. Trimmer led Edwards, who had for- 
gotten to slack-off his Lola's roll-bars for the 
wet and found it too “hard” to handle, while 
Featherstone, Hyams and Bowtell were to be 
found in their customary rearguard positions 
in danger of being lapped. 

To list all the midfield place-changes would 
take too long. Suffice it to say that Rollinson, 
Pilette and Dean were moving up at the 
expense of their rivals and that Russell's gal- 
lant performance began to fade as he found 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


Pryce triumphs 
again in 
Atlantic 


The six supporting “clubbies” were both 
good and bad. Sadly, the added attraction 
of Frank Williams’ new Iso Marlboro 
Formula 1 car being tested by Tony Trimmer 
had to be cancelled—the team had no wet 
tyres available, 
Dave Millington’s 
Biyder 
with the first race for big 
first looked a good dice for the 1300 cc 
division fizzled out when Bernard Bird's 
Gomshall Motor Co Mini got the better of 
Hob Jones's D. J. Bond Mini. Fifth, behind 
Tony Dixon's Mini David Conway's 
Riley Elf despite the double penalty of a 10s 
delayed start for practising out of session and 
‘10's penalty for a push-start 
The BOC Formula Fords lived up to 
expectations and provided more  entertain- 
ment, starting with Tiff Needell’s accident 
at Druids on the warming-up laps when he 
broke his Lotus 69's rear suspension. Nine- 
"4 Morgan snatched the 


ex-Gerry 


Marshall 


lead in his old Lotus 61, driving exuber- 
antly to draw away from Rob  Wicken’s 
Merlyn Mk 17 and Derek Lawrence's Dulon 
MPI. However, Wicken’s good drive ended 
fon lap 4 when’ he pitted with a suspected 
Toose Mywheel and on lap 9 leader Morgan 
became too excited at Bottom Bend and lost 
the lead to the experienced Lawrence. 

Lawrence drew away to win by 4.2 5, but 
Morgan did not fail to give up trying and 
held on to second place well clear of Donald 
MacLeod’s old Merlyn Mk 11/11A which had 
spent most of the race battling with, first, 
Stephen South's Ray 73 and, later, Roger 
Manning's Air Call Elden PHO. 

There were more sports cars on South 
Bank than on the grid for the STP prod- 
sports event. What 
the rules for @ potentially good 
listing exotic cars the like of which remai 
in the paddock, and banning the products 
of the small British manufacturers! John de 
Stefano's Porsche Carrera led the opening 
lap, but Nick Faure’s similar and more stable 
car quickly took the lead at Druids on lap 
2'and stayed ahead. De Stefano's race ended 
in a spin at Pilgrims Rise and retirement 
with “shock absorber trouble.” Some 37.4 $ 
behind the Porsche at the finish came Shaun 
Jackson's Triumph TR6, winner of the 
£1625 class. Nobody won the £3000 class 

none of the Lotuses arrived, while Geoff 
Tit's MG Midget was fourth’ overall and 
winner of the £1200 division, 

‘Spectators’ yawns were dispersed by the 


Holland's Trojan and Dean's Chevron side-by-side through Kidney. 


offering less and 
‘and Edwards 


his already well-worn wet 

‘rip, McRae, van Lenne} 
all” made pit-stops to cl jel vizors ; 
Featherstone was black-flagged for baulking 
‘and allowed to continue after Clerk of the 
Course Peter Browning had duly admonished 
him and van Lennep stopped to com: 
plain of poor handling. After the left rear 
Wheel was tightened he had no more prob- 
lems... . Rollinson had just relieved Russell 
of fifth place on lap 30 when a driveshaft 
broke at Druids and ended his run. Alan's was 
the second and 


Pilette had charg 
sell led a bunch comprising Holland, Santo, 
‘and Dean. Ashley remained the only other 
Unlapped runner and Trimmer and McRae were 
next up, Belso began to challenge Lunger, 
While Dean moved up and gradually closed 
on Pilette. On lap 38 Edwards spun at Clear- 
ways, forcing Lunger on to the grass in 
avoidance. This, in turn, allowed Belso into 
‘second piace while Lunger resumed third 
ahead of Pilette, Dean, Holland, Santo and 
Russell 

‘Now interest centred on three dices. Lunger 
tried to get back to grips with Belso; Dean 
‘sat on Pilette's tail ; and Santo decided to have 
@ go at Holland. Bearing in mind just how 
treacherous the circuit was it was marvellous 
to see such fighting spirit. Dean won his 
battle on lap 45 during a neat manoeuvre at 
Clearways. Lunger lost his dice: he spun at 
Druids and resumed a subdued fifth, now 
unhappy with the handling of the Trojan. 
‘Santo’s task was made easy on lap 57 when 
Holland spun at Druids, resuming lap down 
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but well clear of Ashley (who had spun 
Bottom Bend), McRae, Russell and Trimmer. 

Into the closing laps Dean moved up to 
challenge Belso. He got right behind with a 
lap to go, but Belso responded well and in- 
creased the margin to 1.8s on the final lap. 
Farther down McRae closed on Ashley and 
Trimmer on the tiring Russell, but the flag 
fell before any place-changes could occur. 


‘After Thompson had crossed the finish line 
all over. The longest 


for the 65th time it wi 
ever race (80.50 mile: 
Club circuit had resulted in an excellent, en- 
tertaining event which won't be forgotten for 
some time. Full marks to all concerned 
Thompson's victory also puts him into the 
lead of the Rothmans Championship with 
60 points to Lunger’s 58 and Dean's 54. in 
the ‘entrants’ section Servis Appliances have 
72 points to ShellSport Luxembourg's 63, 
Anglo-American’s 62 and Hogan Racing's 59. 
amen epee (tes ere tS 


arrival of the Formula Atlantics for their 
20-lapper. This was real motor racing, AS 
with the F5000 race there were so many 
midfield place changes that it is impossible 
to record them all; the race was close and 
exciting, reminiscent of Formula 3 in the 
old I-litre days. 

‘David Purley (March 722) took the 1 
from the rolling start, but spun at Cle 
ways and dropped to last. John Nicholson's 
Lynear took over, but with Tom Pryce’s D. J. 
Bond Royale RPI2A and Jim Murdoch's Tui 
BH2 very close behind. Pryce took the lead 
‘at Paddock on the fifth lap and opened out 
2. healthy lead. At half-distance Nicholson 
jost steam, Murdoch taking him on lap 12 
while the rest of the midfield pack had 
also consumed the Lyncar by the end. 

‘Story of the race was Purley's climb back 
to second place, despite yet another spin 
at Druids, while Mike Mather (Marci 722) 
was a good third on the road but fell to 
ninth in the results owing to a 10-second 
Penalty. for a push-start. Murdoch was 
officially third. in front of March driv 
Stephen Choularton, Rob Cooper and Ken 
Bailey. Reg James (Brabham BT28/35) was 
well to the fore until he crashed at Pilgrims 


Rise on lap 11; he was trapped in the car 
for several minutes altho 
not badly hurt. 


reported to be 


MCD saloons performed in 
\g fashion than their larger 
brethren. Ray Edge had this one nicely sewn 
up, his ex-John Hipkiss Holbay-powered Mini 
having the edge over hard-trying Ray 
cutt’s Kent Messenger Imp. John Walsh 
Vickers Mini got the better of John Home: 
wood's Imp, drawing well away to take an 
easy third, while Homewood had his hands 
full keeping 850 cc class-winner Neil Dineen’s 
Mini behind him. 

The day's wine 
Sport Celebrity race 

seven o'clock. Neil Dine 


came out for the Shell: 


through to display 

‘ery again, It was a good encore, 
with Tom Pryce quite close in second place. 
Brett Lunger also joined in—as commentator. 
The American, who had earlier performed 
start-line interviews, came over well, his dry 
Sense of humour appealing to the Brands 


ec aR 
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‘The tables were turned well and truly at 
Mallory Park last Monday in the third round 
of the John Player F3 Championship with 
Australian Alan Jones in the DART GRD 373 
‘scoring the first International win for the 
team, after two good club victories already 
and a second to champlonship leader Russell 
Wood at Oulton Park the previous Friday. On 
a track which started wet and gradually dried 
out, the setting up of the cars played a 
crucial part, for everyone was using the same 
“wet” rubber but some found thelr cars 
wearing it out more quickly. Tony  Brise, 
after catching and passing Jones I first 
half of the 40-lap race, found GRD 
becoming more and more unmanageable and 


‘of Wood, who started 
slowly but went faster and faster to finish 
third. 

The depressing weather kept the crowd 
down to less than usual Bank Holiday size 
but the BRSCC Midland Centre recovered 
from thelr aberrations at the recent F500 
meeting to promote an enjoyable afternoon’ 
sport. Highlights among the supporting 
Included a virtual dead heat between the 
Minis of Peter Baldwin and Graham Lioyd in 
the I-litre Esso Uniflo round and an almost 
equally close finish in the non-champlonship 
Formula Ford thrash which went to Tony 
Rouff's Merlyn Mk 20A. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘The organisers arranged practice on a novel 
first come, first served basis which worked 
reasonably’ well although the heavier rain in 
the second session showed up the snags of 
the system where track conditions vary. The 
result was @ full grid of 20 cars for heat one 
fand the remaining 13 in heat two although 
Several non-starters meant that only a few 
would stand mo chance of qualifying for the 
20-car final. Most unfortunate of these was 
Nell Ginn who had worked all weekend to 
rebuild his GRD around a borrowed tub only 
to crash again while trying the car out in the 
early morning FF session. 

‘On pole position for the first heat was 
Tony Brise who had bolted the back end. of 
his Oulton Park car (actually the GRD 372 
from last year) on to the 373 chassis to 
overcome the accident damage caused in his 
shunt with Val Musetti while leading the 
final. ‘Times meant little in the conditions 
but, for what it’s worth, Brise was 04 5 
faster than Ian Taylor's Baty Group March 
733 which was in turn 0.4 s ahead of Russell 
Wood's Chequered Flag 733, All three drivers 
looked confident on the slippery ‘surface while 
two more who stood out were Mo Harness, 
whose Modus Team Ensign had been com: 
pletely rebuilt after Oulton Park, and Roger 


Russell Wood leads Pedro Passadore (GRD), John Sheldon (Royale) and Ingvar Carlsson (GRD) out of th 


MALLORY PARK 


Jones masters the wet 


Keele in the Alan McKechnie March 723. 
Brise’s time was 54.0 s and Keele's 554 5 
After that there was a gap of 08 s to 
Masami Kuwashima, still in his Reystan 
Racing GRD 372 but seemingly less happy 
than at Oulton in the wet. He shared row 
three of the grid with Hakan Dahiqvist’s 
Merlyn Mk 22 and Lionel Freidrich’s March 
733, the Swede and the Brazilian continuing 
to impress on strange tracks 

Another Swede, having only his third F3 
race after winning the Swedish Group 1 Rally 
Championship and going faster all the time 
as his experience grows, was Ingvar Carlsson 
in a GRD 373 and he shared row four with 
fellow Swede Gunnar Nordstrom in a similar 
car. The German, Wolfgang Blow followed 
in his GRD 373 and Randy Lewis should 
have occupied the slot in the middle of the 
fifth row but his Wrangler Brabham BT41 
non-started. Richard Robarts ia the Myson 
Racing GRD 373 was fractionally quicker 
than Ulf Svensson's Brabham BT41 which 
ensured the Englishman of the last place on 
that row, Next to the Swede was Antiguan 
Mike ‘Tyrrell in the Marc Gregory Ensign 
LNF3/72,. Simon Sherman, who never 
appeared at Oulton Park with his Royale 
RPI1, actually practised at Mallory but 
joined Lowis as a non-starter which left the 
Penultimate row to John McDonald's GRD 
373, and the older 372 of Roger Craven, 
which uses the rare Race Engine Services 
Ford twincam. Neither of these cars had 
appeared at Oulton either. At the back were 
the Ensign of Dutchman Roelof Wunderink 
and Nick Crossley's new March 733, 

‘Alan Jones had little difficulty in annexing 
pole position for the second heat in the 
DART GRD 373 although it was by now 
raining quite bard. His time of S74 sw 
nearly 2s better than Damien Magee 
Brabham BT41 but since the Ulsterman's 
head gasket had blown and he was driving 
with ‘one eye on the water temperature 
gauge, he was more than satisfied <0 be on 
the front row. Also, no doubt, well pleased 
to be where he was was the Uruguayan Pedro 
Passadore, who equalled Magee’s time in his 
ex-Rousselot GRD 372. Passadore, who cre. 
ated a good impression in his first F3 race 
at Oulton, is the 1972 Sudam Champion, the 
South American equivalent of Formula 2, and 
is therefore by no means inexperienced. In 
single-seaters. Mike Wilds at last found bien 
Self an engine that stayed together in his 
Dempster Ensign and occupied the inside 


berth on row two. Alongside, rather sure 
prisingly, was American unknown Tom Hilliar 
and one’ wondered whether the timekeepers 
were attempting to emulate their feat at the 
same meeting last year when they put another 
American Ensign driver, Ken Mackintosh, on 
the front row for his heat! Barrie Maskell 
found the Dastle Mk 11 less of a handicap 
in the (very) wet and was on to the ¢hird 
row with very few laps of practice. Brian 
Henton, and Larry Perkins, ‘two who had 
spent the weekend rebuilding their GRDs 
after Oulton, flanked the Dastle, 

After Perkins came yet another GRD which 
had needed a few new parts over Saturday 
and Sunday, that of Jerry Gambs, and he 
had John Sheldon for company, the Royale 
driver having had a new engine rather than 
now suspension after Oulton Park! Val 
Musetti sat at the back in che Reystan 
Racing Royale RPLIA together with Nicky 
von Preussen’s March 733. John Littler should 
have joined them with his mew Ensign but 
the effort of coming fourth at Rufforth on 
Saturday must have been too much for he 
non-started 


HEATS 


‘With Brise underlining his practice effort 
with a fine ytart to lead heat one into 
Gerards, the first ten laps looked like a fore- 
one conclusion. The pundits were soon put 
In their place by Ian Taylor, who outbraked 
the GRD at the hairpin on ¢he first lap, and 
took “over the lead for the duration, The 
March driver never put a wheel wrong and 
was a delighted winner by 1.4 s from Brise, 
Harness was never out of third place although 
he was tailed for much of the race by Wood, 
who was only sixth on lap one, but quickly 
disposed of Dahlqvist and Freidrich, The 
Merlyn carried on for a lonely fifth but 
Freidrich had his hands full keeping Carls- 
son and Keele at bay. He succesded, but only 
just. The only incidents in an uneventful race 
were spins by Kuwashima and Tyrrell at 
Gerards. The Japanese driver had to stop for 
a clean visor and lost all chance of 8 place 
in the final while Tyrrell only got. going 
‘again as the leaders completed eheir last lap. 
1¢ second heat was relatively tame by F3. 
ndards, too. Jones went off into the lead 
and drew inexorably ahead of Magee, whose 
engine was still not running quite right after 
8 mid-morning rebuild. However, he had 
enough power and guile to keep ‘the level- 


Hairpin. 
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headed Passadore behind him till the end. 
‘Once Wilds had found a way past the GRD 
of Perkins he established himself in a secure 
fourth and left Perkins to fight over Afth with 
Maskell and Henton, The Dastle thwarted the 
Australian on the last Iap by 0.2 3. Only 
etirement was von Preussen who decided 
Intermediates on a soaking track were a 
certain recipe for disaster. 


FINAL 


Se 
‘The frst 12 from heat one and the first 
eight from heat two made up the final which 
Began with the track still very wet but the 
rain had actually stopped falling and looked 
likely to stay away. However, it was wets 
all round although Magee chose wider wets 
than normal in the hope that it would dry 
out quick! 

‘A faster heat time, despite 


into Gerards with Taylor and Mi 
in behind to Keep Brise out of the first three 
fon the first lap. This was completed with 
Harness in fifth position followed by Passa- 
dore, Dahiqvist, Carlsson, Wood, Freidrich, 
Maskell, Wilds, Perkins, Henton, Blow, 
Keele, ‘Nordstrom, Robarts, Svensson and 
Sheldon, ‘The whole apple cart was very 
nearly drasticatly upset by Taylor at Gerards 
‘on lap two when he revolved coming out of 
the corner without hitting anything or any- 
body and he was able Co resume racing in 
sixth place, However, this nonsense had 
allowed Jones to make a good break and 
Brise, who was past Magee by now, 
fight on his hands to make up the lost 
ground, From lap ¢wo to lap 15 the Kent 
Griver worked away at the gap until lap 15 
was completed with the two cars nose to 
tail. On the next lap Brise was through into 
the ‘immediately opened a few 
I over, we thought. 
Not a bit of it, for now drying 
on the racing line and Jones had not given 
ip the fight. After a few more laps, the gap 
started shrinking again ding GRD 
was understeering more and more at Gerard: 
Where much time can be gained or lost. Just 
YO laps after taking the lead, therefore, Brise 
found himself second again’ and there was 
nothing he could do about it. He hung on 
fand was only 3s adrift at the finish but it 
was very definitely Jones's race and a well- 
Geserved first international win, 

‘With Jones established in the lead once 
more, Wood started attracting attention after 
his indifferent stare which had seen him 
down in 10th place on lap two. He pulled 
himself together, sorted out the spray, and 
flashed past car after car until_he was in 
with @ fair chance of catching Taylor, who 
had regained third after his spin. Taylor was 
having the same trouble as Brise, showing 
how apparently similar cars can perform very 
differently, for the two leaders were in GRDs 
fand the next two in Marches. With just over 
10 laps to go Wood took over third place and 
ensured himself of a further 12 points to 
consolidate his early lead in the John Player 
Championship. Taylor's troubles were not 
‘over for Harness found the Ensign performing 
better on the drying surface and mounted a 
challenge in the closing stages which ended 
with a spin at the hairpin when the door was 
closed by the March driver. Harness resumed 
still fifth but only just in front of Magee and 
Freidrich. He lost it again at the hairpin and 
crunched the nose of the Ensign, finishing a 
disappointed 10th, 

Just to make Taylor work for his money 
Magee took up the challenge, aided by the 
performance of his tyres on the dry track, 
but Taylor's years in Formula Ford have 
taught him a thing or two; the Ulsterman 
found the way barred and had to be content 
‘with fifth and fastest lap. Freidrich wanted to 
Join in the fun too but his efforts ended with 
@ spin at the Esses on the last lap, although 
he recovered before being passed, and emph: 
sised his growing stature as a single-seater 
Gsiver. Fellow South American Passadore had 
fought for many a lap to hold on to sixth 
place from. the impressive Carlsson. The 
Swede eventually retired with disorder among 
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Winner Alan Jones leads Ian Taylor and Damien Magee. 


the valves but Passadore was not destined to 
finish either for the GRD collided with the 
sleepers at the Esses on lap 31, possibly after 
4 tyre had deflated. Another in wheel trouble 
was Dahlgvist, but he actually lost one on 
Stebbe Straight. Fortunately both Merlyn and 
wheel came to rest without harm. All bar the 
first. six were lapped and the only other 
‘casualty was Keele who made the front 
suspension of his March rather too indepen: 
dent against the Gerards bank after a contre- 
temps with BUlow, who carried on later 


SUPPORTING RACES 


The Esso Unifio Special Saloon and Shelisport 
Clubmen's Championship races were split into 
two races at the I-litre mark. Peter Baldwin's 
Cooper S won the small capacity saloon event 
but only after he had been caught and 
passed by Graham Lloyd in the Mini-Ford, 
Which then seemed assured of victory. How- 
ever, Lloyd then half spun at the hairpin on 
the very last lap and Baldwin sneaked along- 
side round Devils Elbow, ¢o win by all of six 
inches. There was more Mini sport in. the 
second race, although #t all happened behind 
Mick Hill whose Capri V8 took advantage of 
the dry track to win with relative ease. The 
Minis of Bob Fox and lan Briggs were never 
far behind although Fox retired near the end 
with failing oll pressure. The best Mini dice 
involved the Cooper Ss of David Boon, in the 
car he shares with Jim Balmer, and Tom 
Powell. This pair changed places like F3s 
with Boon being in the right place on the 
last lap to ensure second in class. 

"There were only eight starters in the 1-titre 
clubmen’s race but the lap chart became 
more complicated than many a one with 20. 
Derek Walker led for two laps after a finely: 
judged start which earned him a 10 s penalty. 
However, Ladybird stripped her differential 
fon lap 3 and Peter Cooke, Walker's sparring 


partner from Oulton, was left with a lead 
Wwhich Martin Young, who had badly muffed 
art, tried to reduce and failed by 1.4 8, 
U2) Mk 118, Derek Bevans in’ the 
family DRW Mk 7CB found his misfire less 
of a handicap in the wet and took a 
third while, after much changing of places, 
Martin White's U2 Mk 11 took fourth 
ick Mallock made up for his Oulton Park 
Indiscretion by winning the over I-litre race 
In the repaired U2 Mk 12, For three laps hi 
hounded Noel Stanbury's Gryphon C73 befor 
taking the lead at the Esses. Stanbury’ 
efforts to keep up lap back-markers at the 
same time ended in a spin at the hairpin 
which dropped him to seventh. Some fast 
and furious driving took him all the way 
back to second, passing Malcolm Jackson's 


BGL Mk 1 on the last lap. Richard Groom- 
bridge’ 


latest. Hustler CF3A, on the front 
eded a push start and then spun at 
‘on the first lap, Running on unsuit- 
able intermediates, Groombridge caught up 
‘and could have taken second on the road but 
for a spin at Gerards on the last lap, Another 
out ‘of luck was Welshman Vernon Davies, 
who had repaired his U2 Mk 11B alter Oul- 
ton, only for the throttle to stick open while 
he was lying close behind Stanbury and 
Matlock, and he had to call it a day. 

‘Tony’ Rouff, his F3 GRD unmended after 
Oulton, consoled himself with a win in the 
non-championship Formula Ford race in his 
Merlyn Mk 20A. Fellow American Rich Bacon 
in an older Merlyn Mk 11A caught right up 
‘on Rouff, who had made & magnificent start, 
and took over the lead with a lap to go. 
Rouff repassed at Gerards for the last tim 
and held on to win by 0.2 8, Chris Fearons’ 
Titan Mk 6 emerged from the bunch disput- 
ing third ¢o tag along with Bacon and ensure 
himself of that position. 


1AN TITCHMARSH 
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SILVERSTONE 


Harry Phillips’ Corvette leads John Evans’ Elan in the mod sports race. 


Green impressive 


When the BRDC first started organising 
series of club meetings at Silverstone in 1 
many people were sceptical of how efficiently 
they would manage the task, but after last 
Monday's mammoth 10-race held in 
varying weather conditions from bright sun 
fo torrential rain, no one can have any doubts. 
‘The races were run in a very efficient manner 
with excellent flelds providing, almost without 
exception, an exciting race with a close finish. 
Star of the day, and KMS Driver of the Meet- 
Ing, was undoubtedly Willie Green who carved 
through the field in very wet conditions to 
win the British op 
cars qualifying round in the Bamford Mi; 
250F. The STP Formula Ford entry had to 
be split into two heats and a final, all of 
which provided typical Silverstone slipstream- 
ing battles with the victory going to Frank 
Hopper’s Royale-Vegantune RPI6 In the last 
dry race of the day. Richard Lloyd again 
defeated the BMWs with his Camaro but 
Gordon Spice excelled himself by finishing 
@ very close second in the Wisharts Capri. 
The day's spore opened in glorious sunshine 
with the first STP FF heat. Richard Hi 
in 


jed_by Patrick Neve (Merlyn Mk 24) for 
the first five laps until the Belgian spun it 
at Copse and lost five places. The race was 
highlighted by a number of displays of da 
gerous driving which resuked in a number of 
shunts, mainly at Woodcote, luckily without 
any driver being seriously hurt. Behind the 
hairy Hawkins there was a very close battle 
which was. resolved in the order Graham 
Ellington (Royale RP16), David Heale (Dulon 
LD9) and Colin Emery (MRE 73F), 

The Castrol Gl cars were as usual split 
into two races, the first being for up to £800 
and £1,050 to’ 61,500 cars. The race was a 
display’ of Bernard Unett's complete domin: 
tion of the category as he pulled away at 
about 2s a lap to win and take a new class 
lap record at 1 m 15.0 s. If Unett's driving 
was good, that behind him can only be des- 
cribed as suicidal. Allan Wilkinson started his 
Mexico from the middle of the front row and 
diced for second place until spinning at Copse 
on lap two. He then mixed it with a group 
battling for third place and was getting so 
sideways that first Neil McGrath. (Mexico) 
spun to avoid him and then so did Jeff Hasel- 
‘wood (Mexico). Eventually Wilkinson collided 
with Barrie Williams’ Firenza and retired with 
a very bent motor car, A safe second place 
was taken by Tim Stock's Firenza after a 


lonely drive and the third place battle was 
eventually left to Denis Thorne from Williams 
and Derrick Brunt (Firenzas). Needless to say 
the small class was won by Tony Lanfranchi 
from John Horsfield's similar car. Dollybird 
“ Olinkha” disgraced herself by spinning her 
comrade car into the bank at Woodcote on 
the last lap. 

Although the Sports GT race didn’t receive 
a very big entry all the runners were im- 
maculately prepared and provided a good race. 
Our old friend John Jordan brought his 
McLaren M6B (with last year's engine rebuilt 
—the demon Richardson motor is not yet 
ready) for its first race of the year. The blue 
beast was not handling well as the suspension 
has been rebuilt and it needs setting up again. 
It was just three cars on which everyone's 
attention was centred—those of Jordan and 
John Markey with Ian Grob's two-litre Chev- 
ron B23 tucked in behind. Grob was always 
in third place but drove a sensible race just 
behind the big bangers waiting for a misiake 
(which didn’t come). Jordan and Markey 
swapped places at least once a lap, but the 
McLaren just held off Markey to win. How- 
ever, Jordan and Grob both had 10 s penalties 
for push starts so Markey won from Jordan 
and Grob. Frank Aston drove a steady race into 
fourth place using a new FVA to replace the 
one he blew up at Aintree in his Astra RNRI 
‘Michael Andrew (Alexis) won the small class 
and broke the class lap record. 

‘The second STP FF heat was a furious 
battle between Chris Woodcock (Costa Inter- 

ional Merlyn Mk 20A), lan Beresford (Pal- 
liser WDF3) and Frank Hopper’s Royale RPI6. 
Hopper made a demon start from the third 
row of the grid and forged his way through 
but never quite displaced Woodcock for the 
lead. The Merlyn eventually beat the Royale by 
0.8 5 with Beresford a similar distance down, 
Steve Jefferies had a good race into fourth 
in the Merlyn Mk 20-which he had never 
raced before. The race again featured a num- 
ber of accidents which were potentially very 
dangerous but luckily resulted in no serious 
injuries. 

‘The modsports brigade justified the BRDC's 
faith in them by turning up in good num- 
bers for a non-championship thrash. A number 
of new or improved cars were to be seen, 
notably Harry Phillips racing the demon Jify 
Packaging 7-litre Corvette Stingray for the 
first time and modsports stalwart Chris 
Westell sporting a new 1275 cc motor in his 
Midget. Brian Hough turned the race into 
another display of his current domination by 


Maserati 250F laps Rogers’ Lotus Bristol and Beasley's Lotus 11. 


IcAMLYU = 


scorching away to win easily despite looking 
decidedly twitchy in the corners, Phillips in 
the very new car which obviously has a lot 
of potential had a very close dice with John 
Evans Arkracing Elan. Try as he may Evans 
could not get by, finding the Stingray to be 
a very wide Jiffybag and finished right up its 
chuff. Tan Richardson was looking very happy 
—his engines were first and second! Best 
dice was between two class winners when 
Brian Lambert (Ginetta G4) just held of Mi 
colm Beer's MG Midget. 

All the Monoposto regulars were out for 
@ round of the Sta-Power Championship. Dé 
pite arriving late on the grid it was Trevor 
Scarratt (BT18) who led away alongside Alan 
Baillie’s Dulon-based Viking. The. two pro: 
ceeded ¢o pull away and dice closely through- 
out the race although Scarratt asserted his 
authority on the last lap to pull out and 
win by 3 s. Brian Jordan (Nike) and Brian 
Colvin (Merlyn Mk 9) trailed in third and 
fourth. The familiar face of Ken Crook (Lotus 
41) was to be seen behind the wheel of the 
winning small class car. 

Fifteen laps were allocated for the STP FF 
final and they were action packed. After two 
hectic laps the field split into groups with 


Hawkins, Hopper and Woodcock in the I 
ing bunch, At first Hawkins held the upper 
hand but after a hairy moment in Woodcote 
after 12 laps, which also delayed Woodcock, 


Hopper was able to pull out enough to win 
from Hawkins and Woodcock who both had 
moments on the last lap as welll It was 
equally close for third place with Elkington 
just beating Heale and’ Bill Birley (Royale 
RP16). Doug Bassett was just getting his Nike 
going when he spun early on, and had to 
watch the whole field pass him on either side 
as he sat stationary at the entrance to Wood- 

Just before the start of the British Empire 
Trophy race the heavens opened and drowned 
the track so it was a very wet field of his 
tories which eventually splashed away into 
the gloom. Charles Lucas held an early lead 
in Lord Hesketh's Maserati T61 but was soon 
overhauled by John Harper's Forward Enter- 
prises Lister Jaguar. But from the back of the 
Brid (after practice problems) Willie Green 
was flying through in the 250. Willie wa 
in fine style and confounded Ladbrokes by 
taking the lead after 
away to a superb win 
the bet he put on himself (such confidencel). 
Behind him Luke and Harper fought it out but 
Harper was able to hoof away and held on to 
second place for the last couple of laps, The 
atrocious weather resulted in most competl- 
tors taking it gingerly so Neil Corner (250F) 
and Colin Crabbe (Ferrari Testa Rossa) came 
home safely in fourth and fifth places, Willie 
Green now leads the British Empire Trophy 
with 11 pts from Harper and Corner on 10. 

‘With the track still very wet the other two 
GI classes were scratching thelr heads about 
tyres for the Castrol round. Tony Lanfranchi 
with his BMW 3.0Si shod with Firestone 

took the early lead from pole ma 
Lloyd (Camaro), Gordon Spice (Capri) 
and Les Leston (Camaro). Lloyd was soon into 
the lead and Leston had a quick spin at 
Becketts, while Roger Bell called it a day 
after only three laps well down the eld. 
Lanfranchi and Spice ‘continued to. ch 
Lloyd with Spice making a superhuman effort 
ichi and almost pass- 
lap. Fright of the day 
was ‘caused by Tom Leake who spun his 
Simca Rallye in front of the leaders in Wood- 
cote and resulted in a series of amazing 
avoidances! John Brindley's Capri took fourth 
place from a recovered Leston, Ivan Dutton 
again took the small class with his Escort 
Sport. 

The large crowd started to trickle away 
as the rain came on more heavily for the 
formule libre race to close the day. John 
Jordan led for the first lap but Bobbie Bell 
then took the BRM P83 through and pulled 
away to an easy win. Jordan had no trouble 
holding on to second ‘place ahead of the rest 
of the small and bedraggled entry. 


PETER RICHINGS 
Results on page 52 
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Barry Oddy's Cooper 500 took second in class 


LOTON PARK 


Damp opener to series 


Not even a st 


dy fall of rain, which all but 


‘wrecked the opening round of the RAC Hill- 
‘at. Loton Park on 
Monday, could stop Sir Nicholas Wi 
proceedings. 


wetting. better,’ 
‘special Cosworth 
Marlyn. The driver, too, was at the pei 
his form and really flung 
fon the saturated track. And this only a week 
‘after he had crashed the car at Wiscombe. 
‘The Hagley & DLCC opened the now un- 
‘championship with all the top 
‘ingle seater drivers. Unfortunately for them 
much of the cream from the other classes 
had chosen only to go to Harewood the 
previous day to chase Castrol/BARC points. 
‘Thus it was that many of the cl 
Duckhams sponsored meeting 
names in the awards list. 
Points are no longer awarded in the 
record breakers but it 
ly matter for in these conditions in 
of a newly resurfaced track nobody 
joing to get anywhere near a record. 
bsent Mike Flather held on to his 
record in the small touring car class which 
‘won by Colin Rogers (Cooper S) who 
easily demolished the rest led by Peter 
Riley (Imp). The middle touring class featured 
Stewart Beddow (Cooper) as a slower winner 
from Andrew Waring’s Escort. The Escort 
of Alan. Humphries took the larger class 
from Gordon Bolum's pretty Abarth 137C. 

"The 1300 cc modified sports car class just 
had to be a win for Russ Ward's Aldon 
Sprite, Dominate. things the Cheltenham 
driver did in fine fashion winning from Alan 
Warburton and Carol Lloyd's Spridgets. 
‘There was another convincing win in the 
1600 cc class ‘with John Mellor (Lotus Elan) 
easily walking away from Darrell Hughes’ 
Morgan 4/4. Handling the brute power of 
his AC Cobra well Bryan Wilson put one 
‘over Nigel Pow's silver E-Type for the fastest 
modified sports car time. 

‘Now. Allard supercharged, the ex-Chris 
Cramer Terrapin sports racer of Terry Sims 
is still a class winner in the hands of the 
RAF man. The car seems to handle better 
than it did in Cramer's day and easily beat 
Derek Lloyd's Landar in the small racing 

Fastest in a U2 dominated 1600 cc 
David’ Morris's FVA powered 
Mk 11X. Local man Alister Douglas-Osborn 
(U2 Mk 12) left the road on his second run, 
but took runner-up position with his first. 
ahead of ‘Michael Utley’s Elva and John 
Stuart's BDA powered U2. Phil Scragg is 
really pleased to be back in a big sports 
car, having unsatisfactorily toyed with both 
Lola and Chevron 2-litres. He remained, yet 
again, unbeaten with his ex-Tony Bancroft 


Championship for 
didn't 
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Chevron B19 built originally for the European 
Mountain Championship but never used as 
such. His J-litre Alpina BMW engine was 
enough to see off the Playgolf Chevron BS 
of John Cleland, who attacked the marker 
cones very vigorously on his first run. Only 
Maggie was driving the family Blankstone 
GT40 with brother-in-law David present as 
steward. The ladies’ award was hers on th 
oceasion. 

‘The 500 owners were really out in force 
throwing their narrow-tyred projectiles about 
fat the most impossible angles on the greasy 
Circuit. Cooper exponent, John Turner, 
driving neater than most, took the class from 
Barry Oddy and Pau! Schroeder, also both 
in Coopers. Five meetings and five wins. Is 
there no beating Hudsman Garages'—David 
Franklin? The Imp expert and former auto- 

s driver driving rapidly. as usual, took his 
ily in their Brabham 
jul on this occasion. 
Another man who used to autocross, Ken 
MacMaster, winnen at the earlier Loton, drove 
his GRD neatly in the diabolical conditions to 
win the 1600 ce class. Geoff Rollason was 
Perhaps trying a little harder and as a result 
Went straight on at the Triangle on his first 
run. Conditions were worse for his second 
‘attempt, but nevertheless he got very close 
to MacMaster, both of them qualifying for 
the Top 10 runs. Tony Lambert's BT30 
1e third. A regretted non-starter in this 
class was Tony Harrison who had just blown 
his second engine in as many weeks, this 
time his brand new BDA. 

‘The top three in the large racing car class 
mirrored the eventual results of the RAC 
runs. When he is driving like this there is 
fo one to beat Williamson, not even David 
Hepworth, who came second with the benefit 
of four wheel drive to power his old Guyson 
Sandblaster Special which he was again 
sharing with Autospeed director Richard 
Shardiow. Hepworth’s magnificent ex-Red 
Rose transporter had been unfortunately 
burnt down the previous day. 

‘Mike MacDowel reckons to be happy in 
these sort of conditions and proved this with 
a fine third place, using his Brabham-Repco 
BT36X. Winner at Harewood the previous 
day, Roy Lane, came fourth, while fellow 
McLaren driver, Richard Thwaites, almost 
didn’t qualify for the Top 10 runs at all, for 
he spun at the Triangle on his first run and 
suffered from a mud-covered visor on his 
Second, wetter, run. Thwaites’ McLaren 
MIOB (or MIOT as the Yorkshireman now 
prefers it to be known, it being so highly 
modified) is mow sponsored by Eastern 
Carpet Stores, the largest retail carpet stores 
in. the world. Finally, Phil Darbyshire 
(Cooper S) again took the Inter-Club award. 


‘The conditions for the RAC Championship 
Top 10 runs were worse than they had been 
all’ day. First to run was Chris Cramer's 
‘Smart Grunhalle Lager Special (a March 723) 
which splashed its way to the top with a 
eat and tidy drive. Richard Thwaites was not 
So neat and though he went beautifully 
through Fallow, he couldn't beat Cramer's 
time. David Good's Lyncar DFV was right 
off-song and in spite of trying hard the former 
champion was tenth on both runs. Geoff 
Rollason| was really trying down to the 
Triangle which he navigated neatly and then 
shot up the hill really quickly. Ken MacMaster 
was as neat as usual but could not match his 
1600 cc sparring partner, who is more used 
to the Top 10 battles, Ken appearing in an 
RAC run-off for the first Tony 
Griffiths’ steady style of driving works well 
in these conditions, his Brabham BT33_get- 
ting to the top much quicker than th 
five. Roy Lane (McLaren MI4D) was 
the tail out a bit and almost went straight 
fon at Fallow. But he got it back and ascended 
the hill even faster than Griffiths. | 
‘Coombs of Guildford director Mike 
MacDowel driving neatly at the bottom of the 
hill really let it go at the top and just pipped 
Lane. The two really quick men were yet to 
come, With 4wd Hepworth was on the rails 
fall the way up using the power out of the 
Corners long before the 2wd drivers could, 
‘And if Hepworth seemed quick, there was 
Williamson’ yet to come, The Baronet was 
driving impossibly fast yet got to the top 
demoralising the opposition by over 1} 5, 
‘The rain was coming down harder for the 
second runs, yet most of the drivers were 
now sufficiently worked up to record even 
ster times. Cramer, spray pouring off his 
wheels, was one of these, although his 
66.05 s kept him in sixth place. Thwaites wa: 
quicker, too, but could only come eighth, 
competition being pretty close around this 
half of the table. Good was even slower this 
time, while Rollason put his foot down into 
the Triangle, took a nice tight line and shot 
up very quickly In spite of locking up at 
Fallow, to take seventh place. MacMaster, 4 
neat as usual with his white GRD (now, like 
the other cars, more a shade of brown), was 
fractionally slower than his first run, and 
could only make ninth place. 
Tony Griffiths was really going by thi 
stage with his Formula 1 Brabham, and, using 
the bank as he came out of the Triangle, shot 
to the top in an amazing 64.14 s which leapt 
him into second place. Roy Lane was trying 
hard, as usual, and spun on to the grass 
coming out of Loggerheads. Although he 
could only make fifth place with his firs 
run, the philosophical Lane was happy at the 
thought that the next round is at Prescott, a 
hill at which he excels. MacDowel and Hop: 
worth now both recorded no times, Hepworth 
having looked very fast, but McDowel having 
his far from best run. Williamson's winning 
run now followed, with the champion sliding 
‘ut of Loggerheads and really motoring hi 
March-based machine up the hill with somé 
very fast sideways driving. A  demoralising 
62.34 s was the result. A short gap now, 
While Mike MacDowel obeyed the call of 
nature and then drove sensibly up the hill 
for his re-run beating Griffiths in the process. 
However, Hepworth wasn't to be outdone, 
and in spite of having to rip a misting visor 
from his helmet, shot to the top for second 
place just’ over a second slower than 


Williamson. 
IAN WAGSTAFF 


In its previous 20 years, the East African 
Safari has had plenty of drama. Some of it 
has arisen spontaneously like those two dread- 
fully wet years when only seven cars sur- 
vived to the finish or the even more 
remarkable occasion when the rally came to 
@ halt at Voi some 200 miles from Nairobi 
and the prizes were awarded on the classif- 
cation there. On other occasions the drama 
has been generated by the press and the 
organisers as in the great “when will an 
overseas driver win the Safari” competition 
which ended with Mikkola and Palm winning 
last year's event, 

The Safari can produce anything from 
the Flying Doctor making an impossible land- 
ing on the main road at Mombo to carry off 
an injured driver to a time control getting 
washed away in a flash flood. That is with= 
out even mentioning the animals, for though 
it is some years since Carisson hit tis famous 
ant-bear, the numbers of elephant, giraffe, 
deer and zebra that can be found on even 
the major roads are still sufficient to present 
@ hazard. On the bush tracks used by the 
rally in certain areas monitor lizards or wild 

lot of damage if hit by a 
rally car though the culprit. is 
more likely to be some kind of domesticated 
animal like cattle or goats, Already one driver 
has bowled into a herd of goats during his 
rece and killed 15, but this is scarcely likely 
to. make world headlines even during the 
rally. 

‘The most likely source of interest is the 
‘weather itself. It is many years now — five 
to be exact — since the Safari was really wet 
40 If you believe in those instinctive laws 
Of averages then you support the theory that 
it is more than likely to be wet during the 
rally. This theory is supported even further 
by the fact that the rally’ Is being held almost 
three weeks later than last year which puts 
It squarely into Kenya's rainy season. Already, 
10 days before the event, most drivers have 
found some rain during ‘thelr practice runs 
though it has been by no means widespread 
and has confined itself to the hilly areas of 
the Usumbaras and the immediate environs 
of Nairobi. 

To give you some idea of what has gone 
into the preparation of this East African 
Safari from the competitors’ side, 1. shall 
now try to set out as briefly as possible to 
what extent Hannu Mikkola and myself and 
the rest of the Ford team have laboured 

rds, achieving a winning performanc 
drivers and co-drivers flew out here 


The 
round about March 21, except, of course, for 


ston and Bev Smith who actually 
robl. Timo Makinen had been out 
ler with an Escort prepared to Safari 
‘Specification (it was actually an ex-rally car 
of Andrew Cowan's) and did quite a lot of 
tyre testing with Dunlop. That car had then 
been once round the whole rally route with 
Junior when the only damage it suffered 
‘was when a cow crossing the road cl 
its mind at the last minute. For the others 
to recce in, there was a further Escort which 
was Makinen's RAC car more lately used 
 recce car by Mikkola on che Monte Carlo. 
This had a lower overall gearing in the form 
of a 5.1 axle ratio instead of a 4.75 in the 
test car while it retained the close ratio 
RAC-type gearbox instead of the Safari box 
which has a much lower first and a bigger 
gap betwen third and fourth. In addition to 
these two Escorts, we had three Mercedes 
220 fitted with sump. guards, Halda: 
which are normally to be seen taking parties 
around game parks on Safari trips. They 
were the property of Bill Parkinson who, to- 
gether with Vic Preston Senior, forms’ the 
backbone of any curent Ford attempt on the 
Safari— but more of that in a moment. 
Mikkola drew the RAC Escort for his first 
Fecce trip and we set off to the north alone 
while the other two set off at the same time 
to follow the southern leg to Dar es Salaam 
and back. We chose the northern leg first a 
it rarely runs any lower than 4,000 ft 
thus we should have quite a nice climate, if 
@ bit hot, rather than plunge straightaway 
into the humid soup of the coast. The first 
thing which surprised me was the speed at 
which we covered ground despite the modest 
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Safari preparations 


John Davenport's pre-rally reconnaissance 


cruising speed of about 75mph which we 
could comfortably use with the low axle. We 
planned to cover the northern leg in four 
days and, in fact, did it in three and a half, 
though I’ must freely confess that the last 
day ws it short when we cut and ran to 
Nairobi with a broken shock absorber bole. 
We took six tyres and only changed one when 
it wore out and promptly punctured. It was 
interesting to discover that on the dusty road 
the grip of the tyre deteriorated rapidly 
it_got about half worn and lost the litte 
depressions in each tread block. Of course, 
one must be fair and say that with these 
depressions the grip was far superior to the 
previous year’s tyre so that it was nothing 
to get disappointed about, it is just that we 
shall have to be prepared to change rear 
tyres more often than we had hoped. 

‘The car behaved itself very well apart from 
the shock absorber bolt though one day after 
‘we handed it over ¢o Makinen, the distribut 
ceased to function as it should and he wa: 
marooned on the main road up near Nakuru. 
Peter Ashcroft and Robin Vokins went out 
to help him and got the car going again and 
offered to change the distributor in case the 
same thing happened again, but Makinen and 
Liddon politely refused. Ashcroft/Vokins set 
back for Nairobi only to be overhauled by a 
taxi driven by Makinen some 40 miles later. 
‘Thus the distributor was changed but the 
tax! driver will never be the same again 


for dinner and a well earned rest in an air- 
conditioned room. The next day we had 
almost 1000 kilometres to cover which, 
when you consider that we were making 
Pace notes — albeit simple ones — all the Way, 
you can imagine that Mikkola had a sore 
throat and myself writer's cramp by the 
time we got to the shadows of Kilimanjaro 
ind found a hotel with some cold beer. We 
made the last bit into Nairobi in just a few 
hours the next morning and there we were 
some 10 days with all the notes completed. 

It all sounds very simple and straight: 
forward for we had little trouble with the 
Escort and practicafly none with the Mercedes 
if you except four punctures, all from nails, 

‘sin finding 

the right size tubes. However, a work: 
has to leave plenty of margin in 

have the most terrible practice runs. 
it was we had another 10 days in which 
to check parts of the route like the Ngong 
Hills, the Taita Hills, the Usumbaras anda 
host’ of other little ‘bits and pleces where 
there were road works or diversions during 
our first tour, 

‘There was also time for some work on the 
service side and this is where Vic Preston 
comes in, for having won the Safari several 
times and competed until retiring in 1969, he 
is an ideal man to help co-ordinate the Ford 
service plan. Normally he would have been 
working side by side with Bill Barnett but 


The tongest surviving Escort of Mikkola and Davenport picks a way through the boulder 


We had a day to kill before going south 
0 we took one of the Mercedes out and 
did 600 kilometres of the route down to 
Kibwesi and back through Machakos to cut 
dawn the amount we should have to drive on 
the last day of the southern leg recce. The 
weather was very hot indeed when the next 
day we set out for Dar es Salaam and even a 
stop for a dip in the Indian Ocean didn't 
seem to cool us very much. It was only 
when we had ascended the unbelievably 
rough Mialo escarpment into the Usumbara 
Mountains that life became at all bearable 
even in a Mercedes. It was by no means 
quick at covering ground as the Escort, 
especially in the hills, but we had plenty of 
room and even gave'a lift down to Dar to 
Peter Moon who was going to fetch a VW 
abandoned by Bill Fritschy and Kim Mande- 
ville during their recce. 

‘The Usumbaras had been rained upon that 
day and after staying the night in Lushoto, 
‘we slipped and slithered our way round the 
next morning taking something like three and 
@ half hours to do 100 kilometres. Despite 
this we got to Dar es Salaam in time 
since Bill's promotion, he, Peter Ashcroft 
and the four co-drivers have had to take 


over. We had one meeting before we even 
started recceing so that we could air opinions 
and get to meet the men from Hughes Ltd 
who would be organising all our petrol dumps 
and tyre distribution. Then one whole morn- 
ing and most of one afternoon was spent 
discussing the 20-odd service points on the 
southern loop. Vic Preston had mapped out 
@ preliminary service schedule involving eight 

static” Hughes crews, six mobile” Ford 
Boreham vehicles and a supervision Granada 
crewed by Preston and Ashcroft. In addition 
there was November Yankee our Cessna 402 
piloted by Bill Parkinson and crewed by such 
eminent gentlemen as Stuart Turner, Mick 
Jones, Tony Mason and lan Bentley, our resi- 
dent ‘brake expert. The extent and detail 
which is gone into in a service meeting like 
this cannot be exaggerated. On a rally like 
the Safari which is most of the time a road 
race, anyone who does not know just where 
to find a service crew is going to lose time 
while to have a service crew not where they 
are supposed to be is a total disaster. Noth~ 
ing can be overlooked and on the service lists 
are all the petrol quantities and tyre types to 
be found at any given place. Each car, both 
rally and service, plus the aeroplane is 
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fitted with Pye radio and can talk one with 
another. Each one has its own call sign and 
the idea is that we should phone ahead as 
we approach each service point to tell the 
mechanics exactly what we need and alert 
them if ‘some specific problem so that 
they don't have to waste time searching for 
the part in the service car once we arrive. If 
by any chance the range is not sufficient to 
‘speak direct to the service car then we can 
nearly always speak to the aeroplane which 
is acting as a beacon above us and he will 
pass on orders for petrol, tyres, etc. 


Having spent six hours battling through 
the southern loop with the aid of a fridge 
full of cold drinks, we retired and convened 
again the next morning to tackle the northern 
Toop. It takes longer in a service meeting to 
traverse the route than it does sometimes in 
fa rally car. With the prospect of rain, there 
¢ knotty problem in as much as we 

to use chains but not studs during 
ince one cannot really do much 
road with chains, more 
Arrangements are needed to get them under 
the car and then off again. All morning it 
Seemed we pushed pins ‘into maps and 
Wondered if Dunlop 3 and Mobile 4 could 
ever get together on the floor of the Kerio 
Valley. Eventually it was sorted out but not 
long afterwards the Automobile Club gave 
lists of passage controls and the 

times allowed which means that the whole 
thing must be gone through again to make 
re that no service car is on the “wrong” 
‘control so that we can take full 

Places where we 


iy. 
In the middle of all this, the cars and 


mechanics arrived and there was immediately 
a flurry as we sent out to try our cars. 
No matter how well prepared they are, there 
fare always things that go wrong or have to 


be changed. On ours, the speedometer jammed 
after 15. kilometres which was an obvious 
Problem but there was also a nasty vibration 
at medium speed which we finally traced to 
the prop-shaft- which had been bent when 
the Car had. been tied down in the aircraft 
flying It to Nairobi. Then there were all the 
little things we wanted that are the despair 
‘of rally mechanics: driver's seat up, a box 
for the pace notes, a net at the roof to 
Keep our clothes dry 

push, a stay for the bonnet 
Tight, and a footrest for the driver's teft 
foot. A week seems an awful lot of time in 
which to do all these things but it never is 
for things like scrutineering interrupt, then 
the cars must be photographed and then the 
Grivers would like to try them again. 


EAST AFRICAN SAFARI 


Shekhar Mehta for Datsun 


From JOHN DAVENPORT 


‘The East African Safari rally ended in a tle 
‘on Monday morning. After 4,000 kilometres, 
the Datsun 240Z of Shekhar Mehta and Lofty 

180 SSS of Harry 


team prize and from the 90 
starters, only 16 cars finished the event. 

From the start of the event to Mombasa, 
the works Ford Escorts of Roger Clark and 
Hannu Mikkola forged into the lead with the 
third works Escort of Timo Makinen not far 
behind after being stopped with distributor 
problems on the way to Mombasa. From Mom- 
Basa to Dar, Mikkola lost one hour off the 
road when his gearbox jumped out of gear 
in the Usumbaras while Makinen lost time 
changing his front suspension, 

‘Datsun lost Edgar Herrman very early with 
a blown engine while a missing service car 
Caused the Datsun of Rauno Aaltonen to run 
out of petrol before Usumbaras. Tony Fal 
Datsun 180 SSS left the road while even 

rt Shankland ran out of road and bent his 
jeugeot. Both Bjorn Waldegaard and Sobies 
law Zasada suffered gearbox and clutch prob- 
Jems with their Porsches, and, in addition, 
Waldegaard had the suspension go completely 
soft and had to fix it, going into Dar, while 
Zasada refused to let Mikola pass nd 
‘went off the road trying to stay ahead and 
rolled, losing the windscreen. He later retired 
with gearbox failure. Shekhar Mehta's 2402 


was also in trouble, as he had both rear sus- 
pension units fail and had to change them 
Before Dar, Positions at Dar showed Roger 


Clark with 69; Kallstrom, 100; Makinen, 
111; Waldegaard and Aaltonen, 113; Mehts 
120; Ove Andersson (Peugeot 504), 120; Mi 
kola, 130. 

Back to Nairobi for half-way and Roger 
Clark held the same 31m lead over Kallstrom 
despite losing time for new suspension units 
Makinen had closed up to Sm behind and 
Mikkola to fourth, ahead of Mehta, Aaltonen, 
Fall and Andersson. 

Leaving Nairobi, Clark retired almost at 
once with first a steering arm loose and then 
a cooked alternator when the exhaust mani- 


The victorious Shekhar Mehta/Lofty Drews Datsun 240Z speeds over the plains. 


Provisional Circuit results 
Provisional winners of the Circuit of Ireland 
Rally are Jack Tordoff and Phil Short with 

Porsche Carrera, Adrian Boyd led from the 
rt and at one time was 8 m ahead only 
to retire on SS49 with a broken con-rod. 
Cahal Curley retired on SS4 with « broken 
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rocker arm and Sean Campbell on SS7_ with 
engine trouble. Second is Eamonn Cotter 
(BMW 2002) with Ronnie McCartney 3rd 
(Porsche Carrera) Dessie McCartney 4th (RS 
1600) and Mervyn Johnston finished 5th with 
his Mini-Cooper “5.” Report next week. 


fold broke. He was helped by Vic Preston 
Junior whose Escort was running very late 
having broken a head gasket in the Usum- 
baras. Not long after, on the very fast but 
wet road to Narok, Makinen rolled and broke 
his battery which prevented him from continu- 
ing. Kallstrom was, therefore, the new leader 
chased by Aaltonen and Mikkola, but the Ford 
ost time and its leading position on 
the oad by changing Ht front suspension in 

‘ericho. 

"As the infamous Tot and Tambach sections 
were dry and fairly easily on," the situation 
at Nakuru was Kallstrom, 300 ;'Aaltonen, 303; 
Mikkola, 309; Mehta, 327. Mikkola was now 
the leader on the road but a puncture let 
‘Aaltonen through and by Archer's Post they 
were still 6m apart although now both ahead 
f Kalistrom who had lost 12 m. Then Aaltonen 
broke his rear suspension and rolled on Meru 
to Embu while Mikkola hit the same bank at 
the end of a very slippery straight. Aaltonen 
Fetired almost at once while Mikkola sur- 
Vived another 90 kilometres before his steer- 
ing rack sheared as a result of the accident. 

‘Kallstrom now led by 11m but on the 
three sections into Nairobi a determined Mehta 
overhauled him despite having to stop and 
hack a front wing off with a panga. Fall was 
Stopped for over half-an-hour with a broken 
distributor and thus lost third place to Ander: 
son, Waldegaard also went out in these 1a 
few hours’ when his clapped suspension 
allowed an oll pipe to touch the floor and his 
Porsche lost all the oll 

‘Weather during the rally was half wet and 
dry, but nowhere was it wet enouy 
the care to a halt except for the 
‘on Meru to Embu, The pace set by the leading 
drivers was phenomenal considering the con- 
ditions and though the first two cars ted 
with 406m, Ove Andersson was 2h 1m 
behind In third place and Fall another 27m 


cars 


se: von 


Ove Andersson, first Peugeot home. 


SOoosess 


For all your Rallye Sport needs 
Large stocks of 

all AVO parts, 
Mexicos and RS1600s. 
Choice of colours. 
Immediate delivery. 


discuss with us your requirements for a special 
built Escort. 


OSG05eae8 


| C Sorc D Rallye Sport Centre 


172 ANLABY ROAD, HULL 
Tel: 25732 


NORMAN REEVES 


YOUR EXCLUSIVE FORD MAIN DEALER 


215-218 High Street, Uxbridge, Middlesex 
Tel: (89) 33444 


13 Windsor Road, Slough, Bucks 
(75) 28544 


Tel: 


The 100 

per cent 

Ford 

Main Dealer 
with the direct 
involvement in 
motor racing 


NORMAN REEVES (Motors) LIMITED 


UXBRIDGE: High St. Tot: 33ees, 
SLOUGH : Windsor Re. Tel : 28546. 


FOR ALL THE BEST IN MOTORING 


FORD RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 
FOR ESSEX 


SHAWSPEED 
PREPARATIONS 


TARVIN, NR CHESTER 
TEL: TARVIN 40133 
Dellorto distributors for Cheshire 
Tecalemit petro! injection, cams, engine, boring and 
balancing, heads, exhausts and manifold, specialists in 
Preparation and development of rally cars, Exchange 
service. 


(B>-@. 


Specialists in tuned exhaust manifolding, one-off, prototype. 

Production, To the same specification as supplied to the 

world’s Yeading racing car manufacturers, and a sensible price. 
Call or telephone 


MIKE THE PIPE 
(Mike Randall) 

128 Stanley Park Road, Wallington, Surrey 
Tel: 01-669 1719 

* Ours is an Exhausting Business 


WHY NOT BE 
“EXHAUSTED” BY 


} MARTFORD MOTORS 
srerp 


=> 
OFFER 
FORD ESCORT MEXICOS, and RS1600s from stock 


Good discounts offered on no part exchange desi: 


Rallye Sport Centre 


. BANBURY, OXFORDSHME. 
TEL: BANBURY (0295) 4311. 
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214 FLEET ROAD 
FLEET, HANTS 
AND 


179 ASHLEY ROAD, 


BOSCOMBE, 


MOTOR ACCESSORIES BOURNEMOUTH. 


ALEYBARS 
SUPERSPORT 
BILSTEINS 
SPAK 
TAURUS 
REVOLUTION 


JANSPEED 
CLUB 


We sell all these and many more besides. 
No deposit Credit Terms. Access cards taken. 
Tel: Bournemouth 34367 & Fleet 22431. 


JACK KNIGHT (DEV) 
LTD. 


Specialist services to the 
Motor Racing Industry 


Ron Tauranac front and rear suspension 
assemblies, mag wheels, steering rack assemblies 
clevis bolts, drive shaft, etc. 

Mini final drive sets 4.9 to 2.7 

Mini transfer gears with taper bearings 
Hillman Imp 4- and 5-speed conversions 
Bronze oil pump gears 

Steel cam followers 

Limited slip differentials 

Ford heavy duty 5-speed gearboxes. now 
homologated for Group 2. 


Butts Road, Woking, 
Surrey 
Tel: Woking 64326/7 
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Dune-m 


MOTOR ACCESSORIES 


Ee o's 


Ordnance Survey maps 
30% off all Full range 1” flat in stock 


Cibie lights 


Full range 3” flat in stock 
ps, postage 15p 


4 or more post free 


A few of our genuine bargains : 


Maygards £27.50 
2pt Full harness £4'50 
3pt Full harness £4'80 
Rally jackets from £4.75 


Navigational aids include : 
Poti's, Don Barrow magnifier, romers, map lights, etc. 
Excellent mail order service. 

Alll prices include VAT. 


215 High Street, 
Brentford, Middlesex. 


Tel: 01-568 9451. 


Motorists see your way 
clear in the rain with 


robes 
PRESS-O-FIX 


effect of strong cross winds which can lift the wiper from the s 
Especially effective in motorway conditions, and special plastic 
design makes Press-O-Fix superbly resilient, 

Grey 42p (Plus V.AT.) Metallized 73p (Plus V.A.T.) 


From WALFORD branches, stores, accessory shops and garages. 
Only accept the genuine Press-O-Fix — beware of imitations. 


KAROBES LTD., QUEENSWAY, LEAMINGTON SPA, 
WARWICKSHIRE. Tel: Leamington Spa 23281 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Lancia-Pointer 


Round Six of the Esso Uniflo/ 
BTRDA Gold Star Rally Cham- 
pionship and the Triple “C" 
Clubmans Championship takes 
place in East Anglia on June 3rd 
with the  Lancia-Pointer | Mid- 
summer Stages Rally. Organised 
jointly by the Sporting Car Club 
of Norfolk and. the Chelmsford 
Motor Club the rally is sponsored 
by Lancia (England) Ltd. and the 
Pointer Motor Co. of Norwich. 
This year the entry maximum has 
been ‘increased to 140 with a 
25 crew reserve list. 

be at least 14 
varying from di 

farm tracks to uw) 
surfaced woodland making a 
total of 140 stage miles which 
will be linked by 120 public 
road miles, 


‘The regulations are out now 
‘and the entry list will open on 
May 1. The entry fee for the 
Midsummer Stages will be £9 
(including two meals) and. et 
quiries should be addressed to 
Secretary of the Meeting, Chris 
Willott, 27 Breck Road, Norwich, 
NOR 4iR. 


request for 
jidised meals 
plus a draw on every stage is 
4n added incentive for volun- 
teers, Requests for marshalling 
to: The Chief Marshal, Alan 
Thompson, “Ben Venuto,” The 
Street, Salhouse, NOR 53Z. 

© Tony Fall's ‘hectic schedule 
after the Safari starts with a trip 
to Moroceo before going on to 
the Acropolis to return to the 
UK on May 31 to record only his 
second day in this country since 
March. 


Dukeries news 


September 29, a month earlier 
than usual. The rally is again 
in the RAC Rally Championship 
of Great Britain and Esso Uniflo 
are likely to sponsor the event 
again after a very successful 
link-up in 1972, especially as 
Roger Clark won the rally in 
the Team Esso Uniflo works 
Escort RS, 

John Taylor and Jim Adams 
have decided to take a rest this 
year after organising the rally 
for several years. This year's 
organising team is led by Eric 
Schofield, Gordon Kellett, and 
Steve Mugglestone. They’ have 
virtually finalised the route sub- 
ject to RAC acceptance, a simi- 
lar format to last year being 
used. However, it is probable 
that a new headquarters will be 
used for the rally, the Post 
House by the MI at Sandiacre. 

Forest stages will again be the 
basis of the rally with other 
smooth stages to make the mile- 
‘age up to 100 plus, including "a 
few surprises.” The Entries Sec- 
retary is Karen Maris and 
although regulations will not be 
available for a while yet, en- 
quiries can be addressed to her 
at: 39 Pelham Street, Newark, 
Notts, Tel: Newark 2748. 


2 


Tour of Lincs 


At 8 am the Tour of Lincs starts 
from Hartford Motors, Grimsby. 
for a route containing 22 stages, 
the longest at 7 miles, two alr: 
fields and the rest over farm 
ground. A printed programme will 
be available at the start giving 
details of nine spectator stages. 
Half way, at 11.45 am is at the 
Petwood Hotel, Woodhall Spa, 
‘and the Tour of Lincs finishes at 
the “Henry The Eighth,” Scun- 
thorpe, at 6pm where there will 
be a disco after the prize 
presentations. 

‘Among the top entries are 
Harold Morley with David Hard: 
castle with Morley's Porsche 
Carrera, Paul Appleby and Keith 
O'Dell, RS1600, and Eric Jackson 
(not a likely starter now), Bill 
, Malcolm Patrick and the 
Hiffe brothers all with Escorts. 


The busy weekend 


‘This coming weekend should, according to the calendar, be the busiest 


of the year for British 
sented over Saturday and 


jing with al 


Starting just 29 minutes earlier thay 
‘Own Rally a BTRDA and Daily Express Escort Championship 


the top championships repr 


the Welsh Border Uniflo is the 


event. Round Six of the Castrol/Motoring News series starts at 11 pm 
from Oswestry for 180 miles on sheets 117 and 118. However, the most 
exciting event of the weekend, certainly for spectators, Is the Granite 


City Rally which kicks off from Aberdeen at 
morning. The excitement comes from 17 daylight forestry 


30 am on Saturday 
tages In the 


north-east of Scotland, The Granite City is a round of the RAC 
championship and the Shell/The Scotsman series. 


as many 


tion of the increasing popularity of 
s 2000 enthusiasts participating in some way, plus the 


ever Increasing numbers of spectators. 


Welsh Border 
Uniflo preview 


Welsh Border CC's rally in the 
Castrol/MN Rally Champion. 


ip place this weekend 
starting at 11 pm from New 
Smithfield, Shrewsbury Road, 
Oswestry. The route is over 


maps 117 and 118 with the half 
way halt at Llanerfyl and the 
finish at Hengoed, Oswestry. Pro- 
grammes will be available at 
the start and at the halfway halt 
Top entries: 1, George Hill/ 
Keith Wood (DTV Firenza); 2. 
Bob Jeffs/David Taylor (Escort 
RS1600); 3, Russell Brookes. 


John Brown’ (Brooklyn Mexico) : 
4, Frank Plerson/Colin Francis 
(DTV Viva); 


5, Alan Conley/ 


George Hill 


Frank Pierson 


Martin Holmes (Triple “C" 
Clan Crusader): 6, Laurie Rich- 
ards/A. N. Other (Sky Petroleum 
RS1600); 7, Malcolm Patrick/ 
Neil Wilson’ (Chrysler Imp): 8, 
Martin Clark/David Stephenson 
(Escort RS1600); 9. Roy Fidler: 


Barry Hughes (Withers Aven: 
ger GT); 10, Rod Cooper/lan 
Cooper (Supersport TC); 11, 


David Roderick/Mike Woodward 
(Gibbs Mexico) ; 12, Ted Cowell/ 
Peter Rushford (Escort TC); 1 
Jimmy — Bullough/Gerry Ryan 
(Escort RS1G00); 14, Rod Bad- 
ham/A. ON. | Other (Clan 
Crusader); 15, Bill Bengry/A. 
N. Other (Simca), 


Chrysler Trophy for local club 


Chrysler (UK) is 
silver challenge 

Coventry and Warwickshire 
Motor Club. The cup, the 
Chrysler Challenge Trophy. will 
be awarded annually to the lead- 
ing member driving a Chrysler 
car in an approximately 15 event 
championship to be made up of 
rallies, sprints, driving tests, pro- 
duction car ‘trials and auto- 


to donate a 
‘trophy to the 


In addition to the cup Chrysler 
will also present a voucher for 
the purchase of performance 
parts" from the Competition 
Centre. The Coventry of War- 
wickshire club draws many of 
its members from the area sur- 
rounding the headquarters of 
Chryslers Competitions Centre. 

The Company will also be 
offering other racing and rally 
aids to the club. 


The Devil's Own 


The Kirkby Lonsdale MC's 
Thomas Motors Devil's Own 
Rally starts this Saturday 
10.31 pm from Crooklands 
Garage at Crookland on the AGS 
south of Kendal, in place of the 
original Killington Lakes motor- 
‘way service area which had to 
be ruled out because of fire 
hazard problems. The 200-mile 
route is mainly tarmac with a 
few unsurfaced tracks thrown 
in, all on maps 89, 90 and 91 
Spectator programmes for this 
BTRDA and Daily Express Escort 
championship event will be avail 
able at the start. Petrol halt will 
be at Settle MR 89/819 638, at 
about 3.30 am and the finish is 
scheduled for 5.30 am at the 
Mellinghall Hotel MR 89/ 
5994713}. Prince Michael of 
Kent is entered. in an Escort 
Mexico and a BBC Wheelbase 
team will be on hand to film 
the Devil's Own progress. 

‘Top entries: 1, Harold Morley/ 
Peter Bryant (Escort RS1600) ; 
2, Nigel Rockey/Paul White 
(Escort Mexico) ; 3, Ray Mapple/ 
Peter Ward (Escort TC); 4, Bob 
Bean/Alan Greenwood (Ford 
Sure Mexico); 5, Roy Fidler/ 
Barry Hughes (Withers Avenger 
Gn; Andy Dawson/Dave 
Cowell “(Escort Mexico); 7, 
Peter Kirk/John Vipond (Escort 
RS1600); 8, John Edwards- 
Parton/Ray McGivern (Escort 
Mexico): 9, David Farnell/Phil 
Short (Escort RS1600) ; 10, Kevin 
Videan/Peter Valentine (Escort 
Mexico); 11, John Barter/Dave 
Kirkham (Escort Mexico) 


An unconfirmed story is the 
possibility of a World Cup Rally 
next year, London to Munich with 
a route through Africa and the 
Middle East. Route details are 
said to be nearly finalised. 


AUTOSPORT. APRIL 26. 1973 


Special stage 


Rally of the Thousand Lakes 


—new features for this year’s event 


Regulations are out now and 
entries are open for the Finnish 
Rally of the Thousand Lake 
The rally this year follows its 
usual and unique style, based 
from Jyviskyli, two days’ dura- 
tion and 1500 kilometres’. dis 
tance. It is, of course, a World 
Rally Championship for Make: 
event and the date is August 
3/5. 

There are three new features 
worthy of a mention. First, 


there is a free entry for the first 
private compethor to send an 
entry from each _ country. 


Second, there is a new feature 
to ensure no competitors can 
“jump" a stage start. Quite 
simply the stage starter holds 


the stage card, which the co- 
driver also holds, and if the 
Griver moves before zero on the 
count a perforation will shear 
Teaving a piece of card with the 
starter. Penalty is 605 time. To 
avoid the penalty the competi- 
tor will have 40 stop and collect 
the card, only incurring as many 
seconds" penalty as this takes— 
and reversing the car is not 
allowed for’ this. Finally, and 
most attractive is a 5000 Finn- 
mark prize for the best private 
non-Scandinavian— that's £500. 
Entries until May 14 are appro- 
ximately €50. Increases of £10 
‘occur until the final entry date of 
4 pm June 15. 


A Datsun 1600 survey car examines one of the roads to be used. . 


BNU Rally—A British entry 


‘The third Banco Nacional Ultra 
marino (BNU) _ Internation 
Rally route has now been com- 
pleted. The event will take place 
from June 13 to 17. The rally 
will have. six start points. in 
South Africa, and each) point 
will give a route of about 1300 
km to the converging point at 
Nelspruit. The individual starts 
are Beira, Durban, Johann‘ 

burg, Cape _Town,. Lourenco 
Marques and Salisbury. The first 
competitive section will be of 
800 km with 12 special stages 
before gn overnight halt before 
the final section of 1200 km and 
a further 26 special stages, vary- 
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ing from 37km to the shortest 
at 9 km. 

From Britain, Chris Sclater is 
going with John Davenport to 
Grive a Datsun 1800SSS_pre- 
pared by Nissan-Datsun, South 
Afica. Ove Andersson is to drive 
@ Toyota Celica, co-driver not 
yet known and Marie-Claude 
Beamont will be driving a 
Mazda RX2 prepared by the 
main South African distributors. 
Breaking the pattern — three 
foreign entries for three dif- 
ferent Japanese makes — is Por- 

Fran- 
cisco Romazinho who will be 
driving a Citroen 1206S. 


Granite City Rally preview 


Virtually a festival of rallying 
this weekend, and this is the 


star event. The Granite City 
Rally starts from the Lang 
Stracht’ Hotel, Aberdeen, with 


the first car away at 831 am on 
Saturday for 17 famous stages 
‘over the north east of Scotland. 
Halfway halt is at the Mansfield 
Hotel, Keith, and this RAC and 
Scottish Rally Championship 
‘event finishes at 7 pm back at the 
Lang Stracht. From a total entry 
of 155 crews there will be (110) 
starters. 

‘Top entries: 1, Roger Clark/ 
Jim Porter (Uniflo RS1600); 2, 
Jimmy _ Rae/Mike Malcolm 
(rews RS1600) ; 3, Adrian Boyd/ 
Beattie Crawford (Lombard and 
Ulster RS1600); 4, Mike Hib 
bert/A. N. Other (Centre Hotels 
RS1600) ; '5, Will Sparrow/Nigel 
Raeburn (Martin Group Firenza) ; 
6, Tony Foukes/Bryan Harris 
(Cables and Components RS1600); 
7, Bill Taylor/Ian Melver (Royal 

nk of Scotland RS1600) ; 
Roy Fidler/Barry Hughes 
{Withers Avenger GT); 9, Donald 
Heggie/George Dean (Clan 
Crusader); 10, Billy Coleman/ 
Donald‘ O'Sullivan (Escort 
RS1600); 11, Drew Gallacher/ 
Ian Muir (Wylies RS1600); 12, 

ul Faulkner/Monty Peters (Es: 
cort RS1600); 13, Peter Clarke/ 
Tony Mason (Silent _ Night 
RS1600); 14, Rosemary Smith/ 


Pauline “Gullick (Lombard and 
Jack Tor- 


Ulster _RS1600); 15, 
doff/Brian 


Nicholson (Rally Centre 
yerhampton Cooper *S"): 17, 
Stuart Brown/A. N. Other (Mini- 
Cooper *S’); 18, Russell Close/ 
David Lewin (Escort RS1600) ; 
19, Andrew. Smith/Peter Hosie 
(Escort BMW); 20, Jeff 
Churchill/Roger "Jones (Ford 
Escort); 21, —; 22, —; 23, 
Alasdair Robertson/Pers Lindsay 
(Saab 96); 24, Ian Milne/George 
Sangster (Escort RS1600); 25, 
Jim Robson/Pete Grant (Press 
‘and Journal _RS1600); 26, Tony 
Drummond/Chris Grey (Escort 
RS1600); 27, Willie Crawford/ 
Peter Moullen (Lothian Sports 
Cars RS1600); 28, Michael 
Jackson/A. N.” Other (Escort 
RS1600) ; 29," Alasdair Clark/ 
Sean Caine (Mini-Cooper); 30, 
Charlie Bruce Miller/Bob 

(Minf-Cooper * S$’). 


Adrian Boyd 


Mike Hibbert 


Texaco Trophy 


MSC have now 
received more than 70 applici 
tions for regulations for their 
Impel 73 Texaco Trophy Rally 
scheduled for June 9. The com- 
petitive route is 60 miles of 
stages, no rough ones, and the 
start is from the Trafford Way 
Service Station, Doncaster, with 
the finish that evening at the 


Lindholme 


city’s race cour 
Regulations are now available 
from: Peter Halkyard, Tel: 


Doncaster 3806 or 3484, oF con 
tact Lloyd Davies at Doncaster 
840447 oF 69699. 


GRANITE CITY RALLY—SPECTATOR POINTS 


‘Start and finish: Lang Stracht Hotel, Aberdeen 


MR: 40/908067 


08.31 hrs 


STAGE 
NUMBER NAME MAP REFERENCE TIME 
1 Durris One 40/780909 (finish) 09.05 
3 Mulloch Hill 40/723912 (start) 09.46, 
40/719914 (finish) 09.51 
4 Benachi 40/700213 (finish) 10.45 
6 Gartly Moor* 39/528332 (finish) 11.14 
3 Teindland 29/296570 (finish) "14.08 
10 Whiteasht 30/388564 14.27 
" The Bin 30/491434 (finish) 14.55 
4 Drumtochty South —43/720791 (finish) 17.21 
16 Fettereso Twot 43/817882 (finish) 1755 
7 Durris Two 40/783948 (finish) 1810, 
*Walk to location _tMiddle of stage 
Limited parking—park well away (off the road and walk) 
3 


AUTOSPORT’S GUIDE TO CITROEN DEALERS 


FOOTSCRAY SERVICE 
STATION, 


CUT MILL GARAGE 


CITROENA | laaet BORTSRCUTITROAD 


BOSHAM - SUSSEX 


CITROEN DEALERS 
IN KENT 


Tel: Mr D. E. Cort 01-300 
7951 


CITROEN IN SUSSEX 


= . - \ Come, see, test-drive. The new, top-value. 
TU _Hollicige Limited) | 2'3.ce. 9 ce c eo neh sioon 


| with the famous 1015 cc GS engine and gear- 
ve } box. Citroén comfort, safety and exhilarating 
EXCLUSIVELY CITROENA performance—in a car which costs only 
| £995.04. (Prices include car tax and VAT. 


\ PORTSMOUTH ROAD. COBHAM | 
aS SY. tic Coma | Seat belts, number plates and delivery extra.) 


ERVICE i Call in soon 


2a2 é 
FF rey TEL: BOSHAM 572217/572590 
tol" on-508 620) 


\ ) CITROEN * 
CITROENA 


BRONHILL MOTORS LTD. 


793 Romford Road, 
Manor Park, E.12 


Citroén Main Dealer 
KING'S MILL GARAGE. | For East London & Essex 
x | Always a large selection of New | 
CITROENA | and Used Citroéns in stock | 
* See the New Ami Super 
at our showrooms now * 


01-553 0096 


FOR IMMEDIATE OR EARLY DELIVERIES 
OF MOST MODELS PHONE 


WORTHING 
MOTORS LTD 


BROADWATER ROAD, WORTHING 
TEL- 200071 or 3: 


| 
| 
| 
Sutton Road, 
Mansfield, 
Notts. 


Contact Mr B. C. Hartley or 
Mr Ramsay on 0623 21904 


AUTOSPORT. APRIL 26, 1973 


Damien Magee challenged eventual F3 winner Russell Wood during their dry heat, finishing 


third in the heat and fourth in the final. 


OULTON PARK 


Russell Wood in the wet after 


Brise’s back-marker collision 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


The Eas 


weekend started on a very damp note for the international Formula 3 circus 


‘at Oulton Park on Good Friday when the heavens opened just before the start of the final, 
flooding the track and sending cars spinning Into the Armco at almost every corner. Tony 


Brise led from the start, kept clear of the barriers, but collided wit 


a slow back-marker 


seven laps from the end’ which gave the race to Russell Wood, whose March had been the 


le of keeping the 


le on-form Brise In sight. So Wood now has a healthy lead 
‘John Player Championship with maximum polnts from both rounds so far, 


say 
While Ian Taylor retains second position, having finished sixth in the final after a good 


from the back of the grid. Alan ‘Jones, 


winner of heat two in the DART GRD, 


was watched by a large crowd, and only eight cars survived the Shellsport Clubmen’s race 


which went 
Formula Ford round while Dave Millington’s 


Noel Stanbury’s Gryphon. Donald MacLeod totally dominated the BOC 
Brook Hire Firenza won both Special Saloon 


‘events although in the second he had to work very hard to beat Sedric Bell's phenomenal 


L-litee Cooper $ which set the only new lap record of the day. The BRSCC 
we yeramme, as they have been since the Good Friday meet 
In 1967, and coped well with the numerous bent motor cars, although Inevi 


in charge of the proj 


finished rather late. 
ENTRY & PRACTICE 


‘There wer 
cireuit to make up a full grid for 0 
since there were so many non-startei 
two heats had to be run to eliminate the 
unlucky handful. Heat one was certainly the 
more competitive, a fact underlined by the 
fastest two drivers who both equalled the 
Jody Scheckter/Jacques Coulon record of 1m 
36.2 s. Tony Brise in one of his GRDs did 
the time first, throwing the car around the 
circuit in his confidently spectacular manner. 
You could tell he was confident since he 
spent the time between sessions practising 
wheelies in the paddock on his Montesta 
motor eyelet Quietly and unspectacularly, but 
Tooking very fast and safe, Russell Wood 
equalled Brise’s time in the second session 
with the Chequered Flag March 733. Masami 
Kuwashima, entered by Reystan Racing in a 
March 733 ‘but still with his GRD 372, com- 
pleted the front row with a time of 1 m 
36.8 s on a circuit where he always goes 
well, The promising Swedish Merlyn driver 
Hakan Dahiqvist shared row two and a time 
of 1m 37.0 s with the Modus Team Ensign 
‘of Mo Harness while row three contained 
the GRDs of Richard Robarts (373) and Neil 
Ginn (872) on 1 m 37.2 s and Damien Magee, 
Sorting out his Marshall Wingfield-entered 
Brabham BT41 with an unsatisfactory engine, 
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and recording 1 m 37.45 

Randy Lewis tried an unpainted Alpine- 
type engine cover on his Wrangler Racing, 
and otherwise very smart, Brabham BT4l and 
shared row 4 with fellow American Tony 
Rouff's GRD 373. Brazilian comingman Leonel 
Friedrich was 0.6 s faster in his March 733 
on his first visit to the circuit than the 
much vaunted Mexican Johnny Gerber who 
looked unsure of himself on the track in his 
Brabham BT41 but not in the paddock on 
his motor cycle. A newcomer from Uruguay. 
Pedro Passadore, looked promising in a GRD 
373 carrying Air France sponsorship, and was 
0.4 s slower than Gerber. The grid was com- 
pleted by Barrie Maskell in the large new 
Dastle Mk If sponsored by Justin Haler's 
Competition Car magazine: Nick Crossley, the 
F4 champion having his first race in a new 
March 733 under the P & M banner, John 
Sheldon’s Royale RP1IA: the Swede Per-Olav 
Zetterstrom in another new BT4I, sponsored 
by Aladdin Racing: Dutchman Roelof Wun- 
derink in a new Ensign LNF3/73; American 
businessman Tom Hilliar in a similar car; 
and Val Musetti, who took over the Reystan 
Racing Royale RPIIA of Andy Sutcliffe, who 
has now left the team, the stuntman having 
written off his own Royale during the week. 

‘Alan Jones put the DART GRD 373 on 
pole position for the second heat with a 
time of 1 m 368 s, deposing Ian Taylor in 


the Baty Group March 733 who could not 
improve on his first session time of 1m 
37.0 s. The Cowangie Kid, alias Larry Perkins, 
Soon sorted out Oulton’ Park and put his 
ex-Jones GRD 372 on the outside of the 
front row with a time of 1 m 37.6 s. Perkins 
has obtained backing from that long-time sup- 
porter of many promising Australians, Dave 
MacKay, who together with Gary Campbell 
will ensure that the former Australian F2 
champion will complete a full season of F3 
in Europe. 

Brian Henton maintained his recent good 
form by being fourth fastest in his 
GRD rebuilt after his accident at 
Silverstone. Unfortunately he then 
removed a corner himself at Cascades early 
in the second session and lost any chance 
of improving. Gunnar Nordstrom, another 
promising Swede, shared row two in his 
GRD 373. The German Wolfgang Bulow, run- 
ning an engine prepared by Manfred ‘Mohr 
in his GRD 373 was sixth fastest, followed 
by Roger Keele, who missed the second 
session completely when the clutch failed in 
his McKechnie Racing March 723. Ken Sedg- 
ley's prototype Ensign LNF3/71 was the last 
car under 1 m 40 son 1 m 398 8 to 
complete row three, 

Continuing the very international flayour 
of the entry was the Portuguese driver Jose 
Santo in a March 723 running an engine 
Prepared by Richard Longman. Alon 
Santo was former rallying Swede Ingvar 
Carlsson in yet another new GRD, this one 
entered by Hans Wangstre who’ raced a 
Ferrari Dino at Oulton on Good Friday @ 
few years ago, UIf Svensson, without whom 
F3 would be incomplete, arrived with his 
new Brabham BT41 for his umpteenth season 
of racing and had Jerry Gambs sitting along- 


Elton who threatens to race it 
It just wasn't Mike Wilds’s meeting despit 
having his photograph on the cover of the 
programme for the engine in his Ensign broke 
the Jackshaft in the first session and the new 
fone from Holbay didn't arrive until practice 
was over. But that was just the beginning 
of his troubles, Mike Tyrrell had clutch prob: 
lems which kept him at the back of the grid 
in his Ensign along with Nicholas von 
sen in the second P & M March 733 
Danny Sullivan, who managed very little prs 
tice with the Ehrlich before the engine 
destroyed itself. 


HEATS 


The heats were run on a dry track and the 
first ran true to form with Brise leading all 
the way after an excellent start. Wood gradu- 
ally gained ground towards the end and 
finished only 0.2 s in arrears but the GRD 
driver always seemed to have things under 
control. Magee benefited from a careful 
Sweeping of the track by co-sponsor Tony 
Brown to execute a great start from row 
three which enabled him to challenge Wood 
for second in the early laps. For no apparent 
reason the Imost got away from him 
fon lap 4 at Cascades, which lost him the 
tow from the March and his engine prevented 
him from making up the lost ground. Indeed 
he was almost caught by Kuwashima and the 
two cars finished side by side after a really 
desperate dash for the line by these two 
chargers. Casualties included Zetterstrom on 
Tap one at Lodge when the Brabham smote 
the sleepers while Gerber departed in similar 
fashion from 13th place a few laps later. He 
reported that the throttle stuck open. Sheldon 
was the only mechanical retirement with a 
few chewed up valves in his Vegantune. 
Rouff lost the chance of a good placing by 
spinning out of sixth place on lap 2 at 
Old Hail and dropping to almost last while 
poor Maskell found the Dastle completely 
lacking in speed and ended up an untypical 
14th, 

‘The second heat was thoroughly dominated 
by Alan Jones after Taylor and Henton col- 
Yided at the entry to Old Halt and the 
March spun off, coming to a halt inches from 
the sleepers. Taylor took a short cut to the 


pits to check the car before resuming to 
Complete eight Iaps and just scrape into the 
final. Henton carried on unperturbed and set 
off after Perkins in second place. On the last 
lap his supreme effort just failed and he half 
spun at Esso, without losing third position. 
‘The GRD domination of this heat was broken 
only by Keele who took the year-old March 
to a good fifth at the head of a hectic bunch 
from ‘which Sedgley departed into the Cas- 
cades Armco on lap 4, Svensson retired with 
a blown head gasket and the unhappy Wilds 
never even started when a big end failed on 
the warming up lap with his new engine. 

‘meant that everyone who was fit had 


Thi 
a place in the final but then the rains came, 


FINAL 


Maskell_never had to worry about the 
weather anyway since his engine failed in 
the paddock while von Preussen and Hilliar 
also failed to come out. Ginn never made 
the grid after smiting the Old Hall sleepers 
on the warming up lap with his GRD, which 
had to be removed before racing could begin. 
All the while Brise had been sitting con- 
fidently on pole position shod with wets 
while everyone dithered about what the 
weather was really going to do. When the 
flag finally fell everyone had decided it would 
rain expect poor Passadore who seemed un- 
able to believe his eyes as the rain came 
down even more heavily. One lap of sliding 
on slicks persuaded him to put the car away 
for another day. 

Brise immediately shot into the lead with 
Wood in pursuit followed by Magee, Jones 
almost completed lap one in fourth place but 
Clipped the Armco at the top of Deer Leap 
fand dropped (o fifth behind Perkins who 
promptly left the road at the next corner. 


|. with wet electrics rather 
atthe pits. Santo soon dis. 
appeared too but at the front Brise and 
Wood were utterly dominant and looked far 
moré confident on the wet surface than any 
other drivers although almost everyone was 
using the same type of wet Firestones. How- 
ever, Brise's visor was misting up and, when 
1d it to let in some air, it blew off 
was left to drive with uncovered 
pray. This ultimately proved 
his undoing as he came up to lap Muset 
the second time and Friedrich for the 
Concentrating on the white March, he 
led to see the Royale on Top Straight 
until it was too late and, in the ensuing 
collision, the leader was eliminated with a 
bent front corner. Musetti stopped to chang 
a flat tyre before resuming in last place. 
Wood, wha had been closing up noticeably 
on Brise just before the accident, was handed 
the race on a plate since Jones was by this 
time half a lap behind and he was about to 
lap the Friedrich, Magee battle for 
fourth. He cont 
race out in the 
prised to receive the chequered flag. first 
ince he thought Brise was still out in the 


led the Ciubmen's race for a time. 


Vernon Davies and Richard Mailock both performed spins in their U2s, although the latter 


lead somewhere. 

Jones, like Brise, lost his visor after a 
while and was gradually hauled in by 
‘Kuwashima who relied on bis incredible re- 
flexes to sort out some tricky situations 
during his speedy progress on the wet track. 
‘Magee’s early third place at one time became 
fifth but he regained fourth with Brise’s 
retirement and kept it despite pressure from 
the impressive Friedrich and Taylor, who had 
driven a good race from the back of the grid, 
interspersed with one or ¢wo spins, The rest 
were lapped akhough Dahiqvist's Merlyn had 
gone well for a time until a misfire set in. 
‘The rest were all accident victims, the most 
wreuched being Harness who lost ‘fifth place 
at Old Hall when che Ensign hit a puddle at 
a very low speed and spun helplessly into 
the barrier to the detriment of both sides at 


SUPPORTING RACES 


There was an almost full grid for the MCD 
Special Saloon Championship round which 
might have been won by Stuart Turner's 
Escort had not a few spots of rain begun to 
dampen the track, after which a mysterious 
misfire set én and dropped the leader of the 
first three laps to a final fourth. Dave Milling- 
ton recovered well from a first-lap spin at 
Old Hall ¢o take che Brook Hire Firenza past 
Turner on lap 4 and hold i in the lea: 
despite the proximity of John Chappel’ 
‘Cooper S which crept ever closer as the track 
became more slippery. Tony Mann's Angiia 
t/e also passed Turner while Tony Sugde 

Escort had a mirrorful of the best dice of the 
day, involving the Croft terrors Alex Clacher 
(Imp) and Sedric Bell (Cooper S), who dis- 


puted the I-litre class furiously ail the way 
to the line, the Imp driver just scraping home 
in front after Bell, who had ted out of Lodi 

missed f. ‘Trevor Willcocks, leading 


the 850 class, hit the Lodge barrier head on 
with his Mini and sustained a suspected 
broken rib, leaving the class to Neil Din 
Mint. 

Ray Mallock Jed the Shellsport Clubmen’s 
race for all of one corner in Barry Smith’ 
U2 Mk 11B before the gearbox broke. Brother 
Dick took over in the Mk 12 until Noel 
Stanbury came steaming past on the soaking 
track which was now atrociously ¢reacherous. 
On lap 7 the leader spun at Old Hall atlowin, 
Mallock past for exactly one lap before he 
copied the performance and put the U2 in the 
barriers like many before him. Stanbury eased 
off €o win by @ goodly distance from Brian 
Husbands’s U2 Mk 12, Adam Bennett having 
retired the Aerofan Special in Nike fashion to 
Matlock D, and Vernon Davies had performed 
4 similar trick at Lodge with his U2 Mk 118. 
The only other car on the same lap as the 
winner was Peter Cooke's class-winning U2 
which, on its Torinos, spun less often than 
Derek Walker's Ladybird Mk 10. 

‘Thirty Formula Fords made a fearsome 
sight in the spray at che start of their race 
but, although a few were weeded out against 
the’ Armco, the standard of driving was high 
enough £0 prevent any nasty shunts. Donald 


MacLeod outdrove everyone else so tho- 
roughly that he completed the first lap with 
hhis old Merlyn Mk 11 already the length of 
‘the pit straight in front. Roger Manning, 
winner in the wet two weeks earlier, was 
more than a match for the others in the Air 
Call Elden Mk 10 while Richard Hawkins 
Drought his Titan Mk 6 in third after Bob 
Amott (Merlyn Mk 24) and Roger Bruce- 
‘White (Dulon LD9/15) had lost time spinning 
together. Sensation of the race, however, was 
young Richard Morgan who drove his old 
Lotus 61M from the ninth row of the grid up 
to fourth, setting fastest lap in the process, 
and recalling some of his older brother's 
efforts in outdated machinery in sim#lar con 
ditions a few years ago. Derek Lawrence 
retired the Dulon MP1S after leading into Old 
Hall on lap one when an ignition wire fell 
off while Peter Harrington never even took 
up his front row position when the Cougar 
lapsed on to one cylinder on the warming-up 
lap. 

‘Ten starters for five laps did not encour- 
‘age many spectators 40 stay for the last race 
but the battle between Millington's Firenza 
‘and the Mini of Sedric Bell had those who 
did cheering like mad as Bell stormed round 
and actually led laps three and four. On the 
Jast_Iap he took Knickerbrook in such an 
unorthodox oversteer on the grass and almost 
into the Armco that he had to give best to 
the bigger car, but only by 0.4 s. 
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arogean car, ot an average 
‘mph, faster than the previous 
‘outright lap record. Lunger’s win also puts him 
Into the lead of the Rothmans Championship. 
23 of the 25 laps, Lunger tailed the 
port Lola 7330 of 


the rest of the fleld. Lunger's outright lap 
record at the end stood at 12444 mph (1 m 
184 s) and he deservedly earned the BP Mai 
of the Meeting for his performance in the 
new car, which he had not sat in before the 
morning's practice. Goodyear tyres shod the 
leading duo. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


This race, the fourth round in the Rothmans 
Championship, constituted the first non- 
American infiltrated race in the European 
s nd_despite being graced with Hobbs 
Scheckter and Gethin of Formula 5000 in 
previous rounds, this first all-European affair 
‘Sul had a great deal to offer. 

Practice for this 25 lap race, organised by 
BRSCC's East Anglia centre, was restricted to 
just a one hour session, which does seem a 
bit mean for an international class of racing. 
What made it worse was the undecided 
weather, with the morning being far from 
good when the track became intermittently 
damp from rain showers. However the track 
did stay dry enough at the end of practice 
for Dutch 1972 Rothmans Champion Gijs van 
Lennep to slip some slicks on and take his 
Shellsport Luxembourg Lola T330 around in 
1m 20 8, 1's under the record established in 
1971. (To' put that in further perspective Fitti- 

Formula 1 JPS has lapped the circuit 


car had benefited from a visit to the Lola 
factory where the cooling system had been 
given attention with respect to the position 
ing of the oll coolers and radiator and other 
detailed modifications which also had improved 
handling of the Alan Smith-powered car. 
Major problem for the Lola cars has been a 
shortage of wheels owing to a foundry strike 
which has meant the postponement of any 
testing. 

With Jody Scheckter's original Winston 
Delta Tire Trojan on its way to America, Sid 
Taylor managed to persuade Trojan into pro- 
ducing his second identical T1O1 in time for 
this race, although the car never turned a 


Wheel before the morning's practice. Fitted 
with an “‘old-hack" Alan Smith engine, Brett 
Lunger wasn't expected to work wonders with 
the car, but fitted with Intermediates on a 


drying ‘track, shot round in 1 m 21s to 
‘complete the front row, declaring the Trojan 
‘easier to throw into corners than the Hogan 
Lola but not as quick in straight line speed. 
‘Still on his honeymoon, Steve Thompson 
took time off to drive Alan Brodie’s usual 
Servis-sponsored Chevron B24, which recorded 
a fine I m 21.2 s despite Steve's practice 
being shortened when a water hose blew off. 
With Steve on the second row was 
New Zealander David Oxton, whose Morand 
Chevrolet powered Begg FMS managed a very 
creditable 1 m 21.4 s. The third row comprised 
the Anglo-American Racing Team Chevron 
24s of Bobby Brown and championship 
leader ‘Tony Dean, both using fuel-injected 
Morand Chevrolet’ engines and American 
Brown emerging faster than Dean by 0.2 5 
(1 m 224 sto 1 m 226 s). And then came 
. Keith Holland's usual Ian Ward Racing orange 
Trojan which wasn't going as well as usual, 
‘owing to fuel starvation—a legacy of the 
Silverstone meeting—in the Alan Smith 
engine, with Ian Ashley completing the fourth 
rank. Ashley's smart Henley Fork Lift Lola 
7330 had also been to Lolas since its last 
outing for a few mods, but still used a rather 
uncompetitive Kitchiner-inspired Chevrolet 
engine to record 1 m 23 s. 
While van Lennep was much happier with 
his Shell Luxembourg Lola, the ever-smiling 
Dane Tom Belso had to make do with over- 
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SNETTERTON 


Lunger’s new Trojan wins 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


steer problems in his Lola-Smith 330, but 
still pleased to do F5000 compared with 
Formula 2—"there’s much more power to 
handle and keep down.” explained Tom, The 
third Shell Luxembourg car, the Surtees TS11 
of Clive Santo, completed the Afth row with 
Belso, in 1 m 24.4 s, a time equalled by the 
burly’ Scot Jock Russell whose green McRae- 
Smith GMI kept jumping out of gear at the 
Hairpin, Next on 1 m 25.2 s came Bob Evans, 
who STP-sponsored Trojan T101 still needs 
quite a bit of sorting before becoming a race 
‘winner, and on this occasion, Bob was using an 
Alan Smith unit in place of the Race Engine 
Services engine, but it only arrived in time 
for the car to appear in practice. 

‘Also well down was sports car ace Guy 
Edwards whose Barclays-sponsored Lola T330 
had been rebuilt since its Mallory shunt when 
the monocoque was rippled on one side. 
Edwards’ car however only did a few laps in 
practice with a down-on-power engine, oil 
Teak and gear selector problems, which 
accounted for a poor 1 m 262 s practice 
time. Also suffering problems was poor Alan 
Rollinson, who really does need a sponsor to 
show what his true capabilities are. Alan 
recorded 1 m 264 s with his McRae which 
was running in during practice having just 
found a block in time from Kitchiner after its 
blow-up at Silverstone. Teddy Pilette was 2.25 
slower than Rollinson with his tidy VDS 
Chevron-Morand B24 which wer also running 
&@ new engine since Silverstone but had the 
wrong gear ratios for its practice session. 
Completing the grid was Chris Featherstone’ 
old Lola T190/2 with an uncompetitive time 
of 1m 31.6 s while Colin Hyams went off the 
road in his slow Lola T330 after recording 
1m 44.4 5 and then had the car go on fire 
in the paddock. If Hyams could produce fire 
Graham MeRae’s Iberia McRae couldn't. Ever 
since unofficial practice on the Thursday, the 
car was being towed around the paddock with 
its new Barcz fuel-injected engine unable to 
muster any life owing to a fault in the injec- 
tion system and the car had to be put 
Into its transporter, 


RACE 


‘The weather was still undecided but at least 
dry when the 16 cars lined up for the two-by- 
two rolling start and when the course car 
pulled off at the end of the pace lap, the 
Spectators at Riches were treated to a wonder 
ful sight as van Lennep charged ahead of 
Lunger and Thompson. That's how they stayed 

I round the 2.71 miles with van Lennep, 


Tom Pryce began his weekend of winning at Snetterton, 


Lunger and Thompson in line astern pulling 
away from Brown, Dean and Holland and 
then another gap before Oxton, —Pilette, 
Edwards, Russell and Rollinson, Drama had 
already occurred at the Hairpin when Belso 
tried to make up ground past Ashley and 
Santo into the corner, got pushed out into 
the puddles and spun ‘at the corner, causing 
the other two to go off. All three continued 
well down, with Ashley soon retiring with a 
damaged front. Bob Evans’ Trojan got as f 
fas the Esses before crashing into the bank 
without injury to the driver. 

Van Lennep and Lunger gradually pulled 
away from Thompson, especially after the 
seventh lap when the Chevron's tyres started 
to go off throwing the car from understeer 
at the Hairpin to oversteer in other places. 
Holland and Dean changed places behind 
Bobby Brown for the first couple of laps before 
Dean's Chevron challenged his team-mate and 
took him in to the Hairpin for the fifth time. 
Pilette meanwhile was making strong ground 
on this group, easily pulling away from 
Edwards, Oxton, Rollinson and Russell, 

For lap after lap, the two leaders lapped at 
record-breaking speeds nose-to-tail, with 
‘American Lunger patiently sitting on ‘the tail 
of the Lola, pulling well ahead of the Servi 
Chevron, Pilette was really going great guns. 

lipped by the fourth place group to 

e charge of the position on the seventh 
lap. However it was not to last. After holding 
off Dean for 12 laps, the red VDS Chevron 
pulled off on the Pit Straight on the 18th 
tour when the fan belt came off the fuel 
injection pump. This left Dean in a comfort- 
able fourth place, as he was well clear of a 
Very unwell Brown. Brown was involved in 
Quite a tussle with Holland's Trojan until the 
13th lap when Holland spun at Sear and 
Russell as the sick engine was blowing out 
‘and after its Russell 

was pushed into 
With Brown settled in a secure 


the ‘pits. 
fifth, there was a mighty battle going on 


behind him between Edwards and Oxton 
with the sick and smoky Smith-engined 
Lola of Edwards holding control over 
the Bege until the 11th lap when the two 
touched at the Hairpin, and then regain. 
ing command three laps later. Rollinson pulled 
away from Russell in 10th position with Belso 
splitting the two McRaes by lap 11 

‘The dice for the lead was fantastic with 
Lunger lowering the lap speed to 124.44 
mph and in the closing laps making, serious 
determined attempts to get by the “wide” 


fen here lapping Martin Watson. 
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Japping these ewo in to the Hairpin, Lunger 
was on the outside of the Lola into the Hair- 
pin for the 24th time but 

‘went out wide, Lunger threw the Trojan 


completing the last tour without any 
from van Lennep to finish 06 s cle 
tremendous dice. 

‘Thompson's third place was secure through- 
‘out with its dodgy tyres as was fourth and 
fifth places for the two Anglo American 
Chevrons of Dean and Browa, Brown being 


unsorted-engined 


‘with Santo the only other finisher since the 
slow Featherstone was lapped so many times 
hhe did insufficient laps to qualify as a finisher. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


‘With the over €3000 STP production sports 
mixed with the over £1500 Castro! production 
‘saloons in the opening race of the day, there 
‘wasn't much guessing needed to predict. @ 
runaway win for the Porsche Carreras, In the 
Porsche GB Ltd Carrera, Nick Faure dominated 
‘the race from start to finish, opening up a 
30 s lead on the similar car of 27-year-old 
London property developer John de Stefano 
who Jost third gear early on and who lent 
this thd '72 Motor Show car for Chris Meek 
to drive earlier in the ye 

With these sports cars way out in front, 
main interest centred in the saloon category 
with it getting off to a bad start by way of 
a huge shoving match, Tony Lanfranchi's Shell 
Luxembourg 3-litre BMW SI tried to squeeze 
through a gap between front row occupants 
Richard Lloyd ‘Chevrolet Camaro) and Gordon 
Spice (3-litre Capri) which resulted in a lot 
Of expensive panel damage to these cars and 
John Handley’s closely-following 2 litre Alfa 
GTV as well as seriously delaying all of 
them. With this lot sorting themselves out, 
Roger Bell was power-sliding the Rothmans 
BMW through the corners in absolutely beauti- 
ful style to lead the class and hold third 
‘overall from the Capris of Jim Edwards and 
John Brindley with Lloyd's splendid Camaro 
quickly picking up places. From ninth on the 
Ist lap Lloyd had taken command of the class 
‘on the third lap and kept out of reach of the 
others for the rest of the race, with Brindley 
taking Bell at the Hairpin on lap 6, challenged 
by Lanfranchi, Spice (on a mixture of 
Torinos and Kleber) and Crabtree, while 
Edwards returned to the pits with a partially 
seized engine. 

Lloyd's lead was nearly stopped when a 
black flag appeared for him owing to the 
exhaust (damaged in the shunt) scraping along 
‘the ground but a mechanic talked the magic 
words and the black flag was withdrawn. 
Having demoted Bell on lap 9 at the Hairpin, 
Lanfranchi tried his utmost to outdo Brindley, 
Succeeding on the last of 10 thrilling laps at 
the Hairpin after the two went through the 
corner side-by-side, but still Brindley wouldn't 
give up and finished less than a second adrift 
with Bell taking sixth place, barely ahead 
Of Spice's battered Wisharts Capri which 
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nearly being caught in at the finish by Alan 
1E which 

took third place in the sports car class. 
Shaw's usual 
‘good effect 
‘engine, as 
he ‘started from the back row of the grid to 
snatch 10th place from Shaun Jackson's 
‘Triumph TR6 ‘which won its class, Barrie 


Jast_ year. Simon Kirkby's Simca Rally was 
Dutton’s nearest rival, finishing 4 s behind with 
the only other contenders anywhere near being 
Keich Wallace's Simca, Dennis Bissell's Viva 
1800 and Richard Mortimer's Escort Sport; 
these three were covered by 6s at the flag. 


results ‘could be announced as provision: 
while various protests were heard. Gordon 
Spice and Richard Lloyd protested Lanfranchi's 
driving tactics at ‘the start and Lanfranchi 
was fined £15 and reprimanded. However in 
return Mathwall protested Lloyd's Camaro 
fle in the sump, which Richard 
a safety modification. Las 9 
the Camaro (which is Richard's last year cs 
entered by London property developer A. 
Rivers, and running with a Racing Servici 
engine after its Mathwall one did itself no 
good when running in) was protested at Inglis- 
ton for having a front air dam but was allowed 
to keep its win. Now after its second win it 
‘was the turn of something wise to be protested 
and someone from BMW was heard to com- 
iment that they know 20 things they could 
pick the car out on when it beats their 3-litre 
CS, However, for the moment Lloyd's car has 


been disqualified from the results, but the 
RAC are still investigating the mi and 
Lanfranchi is the provisional class winner. 


The Formula Ford race was a non-cham- 
pionship affair but still well-supported with 
Pato Nunez’ black Elden Mk 10A. setting the 


relieved Nunez of the lead in his Shellsport 
Merlyn-Scholar Mk 24. From then on, Neve 
simply walked off into the distance leaving 
Nunez in an equally lonely second. Matthew 
Argenti’s Merlyn Mk 24 held a good third 
place for the whole race, having pulled clear 
Of the first battle which saw Chris Aiford's 
Merlyn Mk 17 beating pole position man David 
Minister (Elden Mk 8), Glen Eagling’s Lotus 
61 and Lou de Marco's Merlyn Mk 20A. 

‘The second combined STP and Castrol 
classes produced another tremendous race with 
Bernard Unett's smart Chrysler Dealer Team 
Hunter GLS taking to the lead into Riches 
while Julien Stock’s smart Lotus Europa 
Special entered and looked after by Rodney 
Bloor’s Sports Motors had to start from the 
back row of the grid after being very quick 
in practice but finding out that the time- 
keepers hadn't timed in because they didn’t 
like the smart JPS-type numbers! Whatever 
Stock had the class sewn up as Roger Smith's 
Elan failed in practice and there were no 
other takers—trouble is, though, Stock earns 
no points for his efforts. 

Allan Wilkinson's Escort Mexico dived 
through the Hairpin ahead of the Hunter on 
the first lap only to have Unett regain the 
lead before the lap was completed with the 
Firenzas of Tim Stock and Denis Thorne hard 
‘on their tails, from B: 


ever. 
the second lap, however, when the Hunter 
went autocrossing at Sear, putting Wilkinson 


Van Lennep leads Lunger’s Trojan and Thompson's 
Brown's Chevron. Below, Keith Wallace flings his s 


back in front for half a lap before Stock 
motored past the Mexico out of Russell with 
Unett hard on the tail of Williams. Time and 
‘again Thorne would go off at the Hairpin, but 
still clung on to its third place until’ the 
fourth lap when Thorne's excursion at the 
Hairpin dropped him behind Whizzo Williams. 
Meanwhile Unett was quickly making up 
ground, taking over second place at the Hair- 
‘on the fourth Jap. The leading Pirenza of 
‘Stock was now under heavy attack from the 
‘Avenger, and on the fifth lap Unett was 
through ‘into the lead by the Esses with Stock 
‘even getting back alongside at the Haicpin for 
he sixth time before the two touched. Sud- 


5 


‘Place by the first jap and gradually 
rest of the field until by the 
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‘at the Esses early in the race, followed by Bobby 
je round in pursuit of Richard Mortimer’s Escort. 


Finishing 10th overall, Geoff Till's Midget 
cleaned up the £1,200 sports car category with 
no problems from Andrew Chatburn's Midget 
which did have the close attentions of Terry 
Hathaway's similar car until that dropped 
back, while in he saloon economy class Tony 
Lanfranchi took command of the sturdy Mosk- 
vich to claim its customary class prize, Eric 
Horsefield's similar car being well out of con- 
tention on this occasion. Till's Midget was 
involved in a scrap with Mike Smith’s Mexico 
‘until that did itself no good against the bank 
‘at Russell on the sixth lay 

Whatever the Welshman drives, young Tom 
Pryce goes extremely well and in the BP 
Formula Atlantic Championship round Pryce 
was clearly fastest in practice with the Race 
Engine Services-engined works Royale RPI2A, 
the only driver to lap under the record in far 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 26, 1973 


from ideal conditions. Graham Eden had some+ 
thing to smile about with the front row being 
completed with cars using his engines, Peter 
‘Wardle’s Surtees TS15 going much better, and 
Cyd Williams’ Brabham BT40 with its new- 
type shortened nose. And it was the two 
Eden-poweged cars which left the line in the 
Iead while Sid Fox's stalled Huron caused 
problems for Reg James’ Brabham BT28/35 
which ended up in the bank, John Lepp's 
‘Chevron B25 which spun and continued for a 
few laps at the tail of the field and for Colin 
Andrews’ March 712 which also spun and 
retired on the spot. 

Meanwhile Wardle and Williams took the 
Hairpin side-by-side on the first lap, with 
Wardle taking the lead and Pryce holding third 
place from Steve Choularton's March 732, 
Brian Robinson's Ensign and Colin Vanderveil's 
Triplex March 732 which had started slowly 
from the second row and didn’t take long to 
displace the Ensign. Pryce meanwhile soon 
caught up with the two leaders and nipped 
by Williams’ Brabham at the Hairpin on the 
fourth lap before making his bid on Wardle, 
the Royale taking the outside line of the 
Surtees at the Hairpin on the fifth lap to 
take the lead. 

With Pryce now out in his expected first 

fe, interest now centred on Colin Vander- 
ihe closed on the two 
Eden-powered cars, having disposed of 
Choularton on the fifth lap. Vandervell's task 
was made somewhat easier when Williams 
spun the Brabham at Russell to continue in 
sith and Wardle’s engine went off-song after 
it touched a valve in practice and the Surtees 
headed for the pits after eight well-contested 
laps. Vandervell himself had a moment on 
lap 2 when the brakes locked at Russell 
‘and he had a very fraught sideways moment 
‘sorting i all out, but now the Triplex March 
‘was in second piace, although Dave Purley's 
Older 722 displaced’ Vandervell for one lap 
fon the seventh tour, Purley having worked 
up from a fifth row grid position. 

‘Vandervell reduced the lap record to 115.8 
mph (1m 24.2 5) as he closed on Pryce’ 
Royale, Pryce finding too much understeer on 
the Royale when driving it hard. But although 
Vandervell did extremely well to reduce the 

P from 6 s on lap nine to 0.8 s at the end 
Of 15 laps, Pryce still had the lead across the 
line after 15 laps with Purley's March losing 
touch with these two, in third place, especi- 

at the ‘Hairpin. 


the 13th lap, falling back into the clutch 
Choularton's March, but little Cyd pulled 
again to take fourth from the Autovita March 
with John Nicholson's Lyncar moving into an 
Undisputed sixth place after starting near 
the back of the grid. Robinson dropped back 
toveighth at the finish, having disputed seventh 
place with Martin Webb's Chevron B25 for 
much of the race before Webb took command 
‘on the 12th lap, while Geoff Friswell's Surtees 
TS10 succeeded in keeping Jas Patterson's 
Texaco March 722 in 10th place after Patter 
son started from the back row of the grid 
and was delayed in Jim Murdoch's Tui acci- 
dent at the Hairpin which put an end to 
Murdoch's race. From eighth place, Ian 
Mawby's Lotus 69 soon retired with clutch 
failure 


Gerry Marshall made hard work of winning 
the special saloon race with the Blydenstein 
Firenza, which was ordered to have its rear 
boot-mounted spoiler taken off by the scrut 
neers as it didn't confirm with the silhouet 
(Some Minis were ruled out through their sil- 
houette.) Marshall's 16 valve engined car was 
iso suffering from a slipping clutch which 
‘accounted for Dave Coleman's Escort TC lead- 
ing the race until the last lap when Gerry 
restored the Firenza to its customary first 
place. Coleman's drive was a good one, the 
Escort having had a push start on the line 
and taking the lead by half-distance before 
nding up second, including its 10 s push start 
penalty. Bill Cox's Capri-Chrysler held second 
place behind Coleman for a time but ended 
Up being demoted to fourth place by Peter 
Baldwin's damaged class-winning Mini which 
had the close attentions of John Homewood's 
Imp until that pulled off at half-distance after 
the fwo teuched at Hairpin. Sean Tierney's 


meeting was concluded with 
ames of a Shellsport Mexico 
Celebrity ‘race, which was highlighted by a 
thrilling scrap’ for the lead between Bernard 
Unete, Tom Pryce and Steve Thompson. Unett 
and Pryce swapped places continually, particu- 
larly at the Hairpin, with Thompson watching 
it all very closely from behind, and saloon car 
expert Unett ended up fractionally ahead of 
the Welshman with Thompson right behind 
too. Fourth place was equally as close with 
Geoff Till emerging on top from a continually 
icing Tony Lanfranchi, Gerry Marshall (from 


{chevren-Chevratet/Marand 5, B34), 
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Trade 
enquiries 
welcome 


WOOLFERACE WHEELS LTD 


GooDYEAR 
WHEELS 


5x10 £5.75 


CHROMODORA 
WHEELS. 

5x13 BMW/FIAT 
Opel £15.60 
6x13 As above & 
Ford £18.50 
53x13 As above 
£16.50 

5x10 Mini £12.50 
Aino Sixi4 Alta 


STEEL WHEELE 
Sx10 Mini £3.15 
44x10 Mini €2.75 
5}x13 Ford/ 
Triumph etc £2.95 
6x15 Triumph 
TRs, etc £4.75 


5x12 £6.75 
5ix13 £7.25 
6x13 £7.75 
6x14 £8.75 
6x15 £10.50 


Econ £2.05 
SPECIAL SPRING SALE BARGAINS | 


1. set § only Dun 


CHROMODORA MAG WHEELS AT UNREPEATABLE PRICES | 
hab 7680 ete £7.50 each, 
9. 


E340 wach i 


PuobeTAlts Fon ExPent ATTENTION AND. QUOTATION 


TRADE & EXPORT ARE WELCOME AY DISCOUNT, 


STAPLETONS TYRE SERVICES. 8 Shortmead Street. Biggleswa 


ROSTYLE MINT 
ROAD WHEELS 


IRVIN. CHS/3 Fu 
Doles 65.98 each 
FULL RANGE OF DUNLOP, GT. 
EosMic s Minucive wieeLS 


Now available 6 x 15 for JAGUAR, VOLVO, VOLKSWAGEN, PORSCHE 


2A, Wrentham Avenue, London, N.W.10. Tel: 01-960 1204 


LOW TYRE PRICES + FREE FITTING 
(Or Mail Order) 


Replacement exhaust systems, silencers and brakes 
Free fitting while U wait. AN at our London NW10 branch! 


& ALL PRICES QUOTED ARE 
SUBJECT TO AN ADDITIONAL 
10% TO COVER VAT 


EXPERT WHEEL BALANCING 
£620 ON ALL WHEELS! 


£8.68 Dunlop Formula 70 
£11.88 8. Goodyear Rally 
£14.75 Special Appointed Deal 


THINGS COST LESS AT 


PLUS A HUGE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES | 
bucket seats from only £12.80. 
fibre aerials, choice of colours, 39in £1.30, 
50in £1.50, 72in £1.75, 80in £1.95. Add 20p carriage, 


New Tyres 


145x10 
155x12 
165%13 


TL 
Tm 
TL 
Tt 
0 TL 
175x13 UG A/Sp 
195x13 From 


From 
From 
From 
From 
From 


£5.80 
£6.50 
£7.35 


Rally jeckets, dark blue with stripe, £5.96. 
13}in semi-dished leather steering wheels without 
= spots. Bosses for most cars £4.25 
i ssette tape holders. 
cartridge or cassette £5.95. 
. Beds. Telephone Biggleswade 313614. 
TYRE, BRAKE & EXHAUST CENTRE POTTERS BAR TYRE SERVICE 
Royale Wor i 19 Cranborne Parade, 
Potters Bar, Herts. 
Tel. 85088/57077 


Black/tan/red. State 


TO ORDER t 
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Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinions 


Comment from Lotus 


I find jt difficult to understand your corres 
pondent Nigel Birrell's criticism (AvrosPorr, 
April 19) of the truly excellent BBC coverage 
Of the GKN-Daily Express Silver Jubilee Inter- 
national Trophy race. What seemed to rile 
Mr Birrell so. much the commentators’ 
reference to the competing cars in the names 
under which they were entered... by their 

Colin Chapman decided, for a number of 

wublicised reasons, to rename his racing 
John Player Specials” as long ago as 
the end of 1971. Since then, his cars have 
won five Grands Prix, three non-championship 
FI races, £10,000 of Rothmans’ generously 
offered cash, plus the Constructors” Fi cham: 
plonship. If Mr Birrell doesn’t like to see a 
British team win so convincingly, Player's 
(and the team’s thousands of supporters) cer- 
tainly do. 

Your correspondent goes on to suggest that 
Lotus "are different from everybody else” in 
their close relationship with thelr sponsors 
Yet surely he has heard about the Iso-Marl- 
boro in Formula 1 and the Eif 2 in Formula 2, 
to select just two of the other sponsors men: 
tioned by him? 

The John Player/Team Lotus contract runs 
through {0 the end of 1974, by which time 
‘our cars will have competed as John Player 
Specials for three full seasons, 1 can think 
of several much-lauded FI projects which have 
lasted for a considerably shorter period. 

While on the subject, please allow me to add 
my congratulations to the many which have 
been heaped on the BBC for the Silverstone 
TV coverage. New camera placings, together 
with the use of caption cards for laps covered 
and race positions, were imaginative innova- 
tions. And the contributions of Murray Walker 
and Barrie Gill (surely the top two motor- 
sporting TV commentators) were always lucid, 
Informative and entertaining. More, please! 

‘Mike Doonsox, 
JOHN PLAYER Mororsront 
Press OFric 


Steatrono, Loxvon, E15. 


Quality control 


What strikes me as being rather peculiar 
about the 1973 Grand Prix season is the ex- 
clusion of several drivers-with proven ability 
fand the inclusion of others whose inexperi- 
fence makes the sport a battle to remain 
competitive and not a fight for the lead by 
everyone. The so-called “coming” men, 
Jarier, Beuttler Galli, de Adamich 
good a chance as Wisell, 
‘Stommelen to prove their 


Where are the guaranteed works drives for 
the latter four" point-getters?” Is there 
‘any room in Grand Prix racing at the moment 
(particularly 1973, when financial arguments 
have already threatened to disrupt race plans) 
for the James Hunts, the Rikki von Opels, 
the Vern Schuppans. etc? The grids are now 
hardly commensurate with the funds available 
to field them, so how can they possibly be 
‘expanded? The interest generated by the FI 
Ensign, GRD, Motul, cannot be denied, but 
when entry lists have reached their elastic 
Himit at 26 cars where do the new cars ft 
Please, GPI and GPDA, let us have some 
quality control on GP racing as a whole and 
give the obviously ood drivers and cars a 
tter chance. 


Feux Woooe, 
CHAIRMAN, 
Grano PRix—SourHeRn AFRICA 


RHODESIA DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION, 
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All's fair in the 
small print... 


Your correspondent Warren Gee claims to be 
an enthusiast of some years’ standing. Un- 
fortunately it appears he has not taken 
AvrosrorT throughout this period. 

Had he been so fortunate, his recollection 
of the examples he cites would clearly have 
been more accurate. First, the Le Mans 
Lotus incident. The Lotus 23 was originally 
excluded by the scrutineers for insufficient 
ground clearance, this defect was corrected 
and the car presented again, whereupon it 
was rejected due to its wheels not being 
interchangeable (le, four-stud front, five-stud 
rear). After protracted argument this condi 
tion was corrected and the car presented a 
third time, when the scrutineers rejected it 
as being against the spirit of the regulations, 
although complying with the letter of them. 

Second, the famed Rally of the Bulb. The 
Mini was excluded not at pre- but post 
event scrutineering as its headlights failed to 
comply with the French version of the regu- 

tions although it was acceptable according 
to the English translation as supplied in the 
UK 

Mr Gee can perhaps now see that neither 
of the above examples have any significance 
to a situation where an erroneous claim has 
been made and signed on a clearly worded 
legal document which, incidentally, is trans 
lated into English, that is the homologation 
form, from which I quote: “I hereby certify 
that the production mentioned here above con- 
cerns cars which are entirely completed, 
identical and in conformity with the recogni 
tion form submitted for the ‘said model.” 

D_E. H. Beams 
Lonvox, SEI9. 


ure 


Nonwoon, 


A letter from Clan 


(A letter from Malcolm Ginsberg, Clan PR, to 
Peter Browning, BRSCC), 

Could 1 make it quite clear to you that 
the homologation of the Clan Crusader has 
been suspended and is, in my opinion, of no 
consequence in British Club Motor Sport. 

T quote from your letter: "our ideal is 
to keep this formula to truly production 
models.” I strongly resent this remark and 
as you are aware the five cars entered in the 
early meetings complied with the spirit and 
wording of the regulations. 

Other than those people who stand to gain 
financially from Clan’s non-eligibility, 1 have 
not found one member of the BRSCC who 
does not want the cars to run and I take 
note that the un-homologated Lotus Europa 
Special Is now to be allowed to compete. 

T feel very strongly that the British Racing 
and Sports Car Club should discriminate 
against a new British manufacturer. Certainly 
your loss of the car is greater than our loss of 
‘competition appearances. 

Maucoum Givsaene 
(PR Ctaw), 
Monitor INTERNATIONAL, 
Oto Srarer, Lonoos, EC1 


Always Regazzoni? 


It just had to happen, and I was waiting for 
it, Certainly there can be no accident in 2 
race where Regazzoni is involved as well with: 
out him getting the blame for everything. I 
wonder what the films look like, which 
prompted the CSI to say that he caused the 
accident. I saw one on Austrian TV, which 
Proved exactly the opposite 

I was standing at that corner, and I can 
assure you that there were no yellow flags at 


all. How the named six or seven cars missed 
Hallwood is a miracle, and Ickx and Regazzoni 
just were not able to do another miracle, they 
hit him. How the blame of that accident can 
go to Repazzoni is certainly beyond me. 

I can also assure you that there were mar- 
shals with shorts, and neither I nor Helmut 
Marko, who was’ standing next to me, saw 
fone single marshal with fireproof clothes. Cer- 
tainly the marshals are not to blame. because 
who would go into a fire dressed like that, 
Of course the marshals reacted quickly, but 
even so they were not able to put the fire out; 
it came on three times. And there is one thing 
for sure: had it not been for Mike Hailwood, 
nobody would have gone to the wrecked car 
and pulled Regazzoni out, since the well- 
publicised “fastest firetender of South 
Africa” arrived about two and a half minutes 
after the accident, By that time the fire was 
ut already. At the crucial moments there w: 
only one person who miraculously kept his 
nerve and that was Mike Hallwood. There is 
no doubt at all in my mind that Clay would 
be dead had it not been for Hailwood, 

And a lot of people would be glad about 
that: if there was no Regazzoni any more, 
who would get the blame for all the accidents 
In future? 

ZUnicH, SWITZERLAND. 


Dinter StaPPEW 
Eotron, PowEnstine 
PS: Perhaps we can find someone who saw 
Regazzoni causing the spins of Stewart and 
Peterson at Silverstone. After all, he was in 
the same race. 


Old MG coverage 


Having just read your report of the MGCC 
Brands Hatch meeting last Sunday 1 wi 
rather perturbed to find there was no mention 
of either the register races (ie the pre-'40 
race or the T-type race). I realise that avall- 
able space is ata premium, but even a few 
words about the winners would have suffice: 
What was wrong with your reporter, surely 
hhe is not biased to that extent? 

‘The older MGs certainly did not 
as the Formula Fords in the programme, but 
they really provided the crowd with plenty 
to talk about. This enthusiasm was clearly 
Visible in the Stand I was sitting in, so much 
so that I also had to stand on my seat amidst 
the shouting and cheering to see if Mes 
Jones, Taylor and Brown were going to beat 
the aimost invincible Dave Clewley, The pre- 
"40 race also provided enough excitement for 
two races, For instance I had never seen so 
many people put their 
Single T-type, as Nick Taylor set of 
wake of the leader after his breathtaking spin 
on the first lap, 

This is what people want to see, and judging 
from the interest at that particular meeting 
please. . . can the old MGs have the coverage 
they deserve? Thank you for a most enjoy: 
able magazine. 

Eauinc, LONDON WS. 


Joun M, Wurst 


A fat March 


I read with interest the article on the new 
STP March in your April 12 issue. With 
the advent of new car safety regulations, it 
is appreciated that many Formula 1 cars had 
to adapt quite drastically. But this new March 
Fl makes the “buxom” Surtees look like a 
Lotus. What are we to expect from March 
‘when they launch their “full-scale effort in 
FI for 1974" with yet another new car? 
Perhaps we shall be treated to races between 
Formula Is and sportscars ! 

AsHFoRD, KENT. 


N. SinceR. 
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‘On a day of sunshine, bitter wind and squally 
showers, Allan Wilkinson won a superbly 
Close-fought Motorcraft Mexico opener for 
Alien of Romford at Rufforth on Saturday. 
‘This BRSCC(N) meeting also featured » well- 
supported and well-promoted Tate Formula 
Ford round, won by Peter Harrington's 
Archer & Sharpe/Kass Cougar-Scholar 73F, 
‘and another round in the Esso Uniflo Special 
Saloon series. Tate of Leeds put Cyd 
Williams in the Abbott Escort instead of the 
suspended Chris Meek, but the race produced 
the old story of another Mick Hill/Tricentrot 
Capri win and lap record. 

‘There were enough FFs for two heats and 
fa final in the Tate/Yorkshire Post qualifier, 
with [he first heat producing a fairly quiet 
opener. Peter Harrington led throughout 
while Californian Tony Rouff (Merlyn Mk 
20A) came up from an early 4th to finish 
second ahead of Bill Burley’s Royale RPIG 
and Ken Pickering’s Jamun 3. Although the 
latter had a couple of fraught moments, 
during one of which he almost hit the 
‘Armco opposite the pits, he held his 4th 
place. 

‘The second heat was more exciting even 
though the k's Wigley 
Plant & Crane Hire Crossié 25F—was never 
seriously challenged. After waht first lap 
Which saw Poter White's Palliser WDF2 well 
down the fleld and Andrew Jeffrey's Biden 
Mk 10 4th after starting almost at the back 
of the grid, Ted Payne's Ansa March 728 
held 2nd place. However, Payne then lost a 
Jot of time after a spin and the runner-up 
spot was handed to John Simpson's very 
‘smart and impressive new Nike Mk 10, which 

backing from Bacal Construction, Two 
from home the White 
.d'Simpson of the plai Richard 
de la Rue (Royale RP16) and Jeffrey were 
next men up, 

‘A wet practice made for a very odd grid 
for the Esso Uniflo saloons, with Mick Hill 
fon pole but with principal rivals Doug Niven 
(Celtic Homes Bosscort) and Cyd Williams 
down the grid, Hill eased the Tricentrol car 
off the grid and after a lap it was Niven in 
front. Hill found a past on the second 
Jap though and Williams was up to 3rd, 
minus part of the front spoiler and with 
‘@ rough-sounding motor. The latter cleared 
itself, however, and it was Niven who pulled 
off, on the last lap, with a rumoured run 
wheel bearing, Derek Huntley's Escort FVC 


Doug Niven leads winner Mick Hill's Boss Capri 
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unfamiliar face, Cyd Williams deputised for the suspended Chris Meek in the 
Tate of Leeds Escort, Top right. Jon Fletcher had to work for 
Hi 


RUFFORTH 


Wilkinson’s Mexico victory 


finished a comfortable third ahead of a class- 
winning Nicholas Wattiez (1.3 Mini-Cooper S) 
who had been on the front row of the grid. 
‘The latter's task had been made easier when 
Jimmy. Pinkerton spun his Mini on lap 8. 
The 1000 cc men were much afflicted by 
trouble: Alex Clacher’s Imp retired from fifth 
place out on the course, Lionel Dickson had 
the transmission fail on his Arden Mini on 
the last lap, and Trevor Cook had 2 specta- 
cular multiple roll in his Anglia-Holbay— 
fortunately without 

class to Vic Borrowdale’s Mini in 7th ove 

‘John Absalom now has his Ginetta G4—i 
1760. ce guise—going really well and Jon 
Fletcher (1-8 Elan) reatly had to work hard 
to win the Modsports/Sports GT event, actu- 
ally losing the lead very briefly on lap 8 
Behind these two came the only Sports GT 
to finish: Les Aylott's self-prepared Ardua 
BDA Mk 3. Aylott came under heavy pressure 
from Robin Smith's Chevron Spyder (built 
from the remains of the old Centro Scot BS). 
but Smith had to retire on lap 9 with sheared 
flywheel bolts. Since Jim Adamson (Ginetta 
G4) had lost time with a spin, fourth place 
finally went to Eike Wellhausen’s 4.2 Jaguar E. 

Peter Harrington made a beautiful start in 
the Tate/Yorkshire Post final, but after a lap 
Pete Clark held the lead in the Crosslé, The 
Plant Hire men changed places again on lap 
2, and thereafter Harrington edged away to a 
fairly decisive win. Clark then had to fight 
off the equally impressive Bill Burley and 
Tony Roufl—which he did. Peter White ay 
had to climb up the fie 
good fifth, although he wa 
Fevirement of Andrew Jeffrey's Elden on lap 
9, the car lacking petrol and brakes. John 
Simpson also dropped out in the closing 
stages 20 the last point scorer was Ken 
Pickering with the Jamun, ahead of the 
promising Tim Rathmell (Titan Mk 6). 

‘Allan Wilkinson's Mexico was one of two 
much the worse for wear after practice (or 
the first round of the Motorcraft Mexico 
series. Newcomer to the series David da 
Costa was on pole position, but his car 
stalled and refused to fire again, and it was 
Barrie Williams who made the early running 
for Kidderminster Motors/Team Castrol 


injury. All this left the 
iv 


jctory in the 1.8 Elan. Beiow, 


‘There were cleanly fought battles all down 
the field, but the lead struggle became one 
between Williams, Rod Mansfield (Tricentrol), 
Wilkinson and Mike Freeman (Julian Seddon/ 
P & M Racing Preparations). Mansfield led 
for five laps, but it was Wilkinson who found 
a way past to lead the last four past th 
pits, despite a last-ditch attempt by Barrie 
Williams. Mansfield was all of 0.4 5 behind 


the latter but Freeman fell back behind Peter 
Hilliard at the finish after grassing. Next up 
after more stirring dicing came John Water- 

Willment 


Crabtree ohn 


inte 
ey, another newcomer 


to the 


only ‘passed by Crabtree on the last lap. 
Despite the close racing there were no 
serious _incidents—although our publi 


Simon Taylor was suspiciously far behind 
everyone else after the first lap! 

‘Although his Anglo-American Racing part- 
ner Bob. Brown was a non-starter due to 
Hines, Tony Dean arrived for the Libre/ 
Clubman’s finale with the Chevron-Morand 
B24. Despite starting rather gingerly, Dean 
had an early spin on the wet track before 
carving through to take the lead from Brian 
Robinson's PAt Ensign on lap 7. With track 
conditions rather dicy Peter White's FF 
Palliser finished an excellent third, ahead of 
George Dixon's new acquisition—the ex-Nick 
Williamson/Iain McLaren Brabham  BT35X, 
now with BRM T/C power. Barry Joel's Toll: 
bar U2 Mk 11B had command of the Club- 
man’s section in 6th place, but during the 
Closing laps John Holroyd's Mk 11B got much 
Closer. Bill Wood retired his unsuitably shod 
McLaren M14 after several spins in the early 


laps. 
CHRIS MASON 
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Sports extra 


Lydden’s busy weekend of car and motorcycle 
races and rallyeross began with a slickly 
cold and 


Jordan, Fergus Tait, Mike Taylor and Lyn 
Evans ‘respectively. The saloon wins went to 
Monty Guildford and Nick Whiting, both of 
‘whom left their rivals well behind. 

First away was one of the 750 heats, with 
poleman John Giles (GS 11) taking an initial 

vad until Elbow, where it was Mike Street 
(DC Plus) from Giles and John Ruddle (Har- 
rison KH3), all of them close together. Lap 
two saw Ruddle take Giles coming down the 
Hill to Paddock, and while all three cars 
kept close together throughout the entire race, 
even Street's lead not being entirely safe, 
that is how they finished. Fourth was Paul 
‘Adams who dropped out of the bunch with a 
‘spin at Elbow on lap two. 

Pole position of the second heat was occu- 
pied by Robin Smyth's supercharged Warren 
$0 we all expected to see an easy win for 
him, but he was led off the line by Roy 
Lewington (Centaur), at the Hairpin, Lewing- 
ton lost hhis lead to Smyth and John Richard- 
son in the ex-David Newman DNC 111 
‘Things seemed a little processional until the 
Dover Straight on lap five when Smyth seemed 
to slow and Richardson went through to lead 

‘One satisfied customer; but 
box had decided to offer him top 
he staggered through to second 

Lyn Evans, starting 
in the wrong heat with a 10 5 penalty in the 
Centaur he tended for John Webb last year. 
Evans was eleventh on lap one, and finally 
finished third in front of Lewington, setting 
fastest lap in the process. 

‘And $0 to the final. At the off, John Giles 
came shooting through from the second row, 
finally earning himself a penalty, but for the 
time being, he was leading, and did so up to 
the moment the results were posted. Front 
row man John Ruddle was second, until the 
Elbow where Mike Street came through for 
the place. Ruddle was further demoted along 
the ‘start/finish straight by Lewington, but 
got it back again next time round, while 
Ruddle took Street under braking for second, 
although Street promptly retired with drop 
ping oll pre: So it Street, Rudéle, 
Lewington and John Richardson. Lap four 
saw the dicing duo of Ruddle and Lewington 
both pull off with lack of oil pressure, leaving 
a. close trio of Richardson, Lyn Evans, and 
Paul Adams to fight for second. Lap eight, 
when Richardson was leading the bunch, his 
ll pressure vanished, leaving Evans from 
‘Adams behind Street. Last lap, and Adams 
disappeared with . ... you guessed it, no oil 
pressure, so it was Street on the road, from 
Evans who was eighth on the first lap, Alan 
Elphick, Richard Gray, and Barry Dixon 
(avaire), 

‘Second race of the day was going to be 
the first heat of the 1200s, but non-starters, 
practice problems and dings decimated the 
field to one heat. Sitting on pole was Mike 
Taylor who spent his winter redesigning 
Tetranychus Telarius, now looking more like 
‘an F1200 car than a sports car, but he hasn't 
redesigned the name, so commentators, be- 
Ware. Alongside him, having his first’ ever 
Face and joining the Drons and Bells of this 
World was Motor man Rex Greenslade (U2 
Mk 6) and so they set off, in that order. Third 
was initially Bryan Clayton in Vitesse 5, look- 
ing suspiciously like a F100 Royale, but thi 
gearing was wrong for the tight Lydden Hill 
and he was overhauled by Mike Roberts 
having a fine outing in the ex-Dick Cash 
Navajo from eight on the grid. Greenslade 
did it all wrong at the Elbow on lap four, so 
Roberts became second from Clayton, Paul 
Webb (Delapena Mk 1) and Phil ‘Lloyd 
(Nomad). Clayton drew away to become third, 
while Webb was fourth pursued by the re- 
covered Greenslade, who just pipped Lloyd 
for fifth. An impressive first outing from the 
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LYDDEN 


Evans and Monopostos star 


new recruit from motoring journal 
Next out were the Formula 4s, with a 
highly respectable field of cars, although not 
a full grid. Front row man Ron Griffiths 
(Harrison-Pollard Imp) led off the line, but 
was overhauled by Chessons by Low Cost 
man Fergus Tait (Chevron-Cosworth B15/17), 
who then promptly half spun at the Hairpin, 
delaying Griffiths, and allowing team mate 
Maurice Ogier (Grabham-Felday BT 28) into 
the lead from Tait and Griffiths. These three 
lapped in close company until Ogier fell to 
Tait, and then nearly fell to Griffiths as well 
However, with the front mounting of the 
nose cone broken, the Harrison could not have 
deen handling well, and Griffiths finally came 
in with the throttle jammed closed on lap 
eight. Glen Hyatt (March-Felday 703) was 
initially fourth, but was caught by Andrew 
Stevens (Brabham-Lucas BT 28) and that's 
how they finished. Dave Griffiths was an un- 
fortunate non-starter {rom pole position when 
the Felday engine in his Chevron ran an end, 
After the second 750 heat came the special 
saloons, and we were treated to a runaway 
win by Nick Whiting in the All 16 
Escort. Behind him came a great battle for 
second, with Peter Shepherd's 1.3 Mini hold: 
ing off John Riley's repeated attacks in his 
similar car until the last lap when the two 
went up the hill side by side (for about the 
fourth time) and Riley finally had the right 
line. Behind them came another close duo of 
Brian Leonard and Len Cook, although the 
place was always the former's 
The undoubted star race of the day was 
the Sta-Power Monoposto thrash. At the off, 
Brian Jordan in a new Nike-Panther HC led 
from John Davies’ ex-Paul Weldon Brabham- 
Holbay BT 15/18 and Alan Baillie’s Viking 
Holbay 1A. By the end of the first lap, it was 
Davies from Jordan and Baillie with David 
‘combs’ Renault TS engined Manta  71C 
fourth. However, all eyes were on the leading 
bunch, all three cars running close. On the 
last lap, the order was still the same when 
the experienced Jordan made his move along 
the straight, got on the grass and dropped 
ick behind Baillie. Out of Elbow, Davies 
Brabham went onto three cylinders and he 
dropped back to third. Coming in to Paddock, 
Jordan was on the Inside with Baillie along 
side. Baillie went wide and victory was Jor- 
dan's with Coombs a lonely fourth, in front 
of a gaggle consisting of Bill Abbott, John 


John Giles led the 750s to the flag. here in front of Mike Street (7), John Ruddie (3) and 
Roy Lewington (68), only to be penalised for a jumped start. 


Narcisi, Anthony Sanders and Bruce West 

A field of Minis were competently shown 
the way round Lydden by Monty Guildford's 
Climax-engined example, without any trouble. 
Initially second was Keith Padmore, until 
the engine mysteriously cut out, so Ken 
Welch and David Foster squabbled for the 
place, Foster taking the place from Welch 
and Keith Wilson. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


rin COW. 


Sports extra 


HAREWOOD 


Flather’s record; Lane’s BTD 


Mike Flather was the undoubted star of the 
lay at Harewood on Sunday, even though Roy 
Lane took a finely controlled BTD. Flather, 
with the Team Aldon Mini Cooper, was the 
‘only person to break a class record on the 
drying track, and thus further increased his 
Castrol/BARC Championship lead for which 
this was the third round. He thus won a 
special award from the BARC(Y)'s enter- 


prising sponsors—Andrews Bros, the 
Bradford BMW dealer. The latter also 
Presented a special award to Bob Cartledge 


(MG Midget) for putting in the most 
Spectacular climb of the afternoon. 

‘Although Flather's efforts rather over- 
shawdowed everyone else in class 1, Roy 
Greenwood’s Rally Equipe Cooper was good 
second, earning himself 5.44 Castrol/BARC 
marks. The intermediate Touring class had 
John Davies just edging out Nicky Porter 
although the roles were reversed in the Top 
Ten runs, while the large "Tourers” were led 
by Alan Mussard’s Mexico. Alex Boyle was 
fon excellent form with his Team Castrol 

fassman Mini-Cooper S and was a convincing 
winner of the 1000 ce Special Saloon division 
The larger division brought an interesting 
contest between Jim Thomson's 2.5 Guyson 
International Firenza and former Class 3 
maestro Richard White (Escort RS1600). The 
Sandblaster had the verdict but only by 
O41 5. 

‘After being only third after the first runs 
(on a wet track), Brian Kenyon's Sprite took 
up his accustomed position to win the small 
Marque/Modsports class with the spectacular 
Cartledge taking the runner-up slot. The MG 
T-Types_were evenly matched with the top 
places going to Dave Clewley, Nick Taylor 
and Gerry Brown. The other Marque groups 
fell to two of the smoothest drivers: Robert 
Speak (Lotus Elan) and Richard Shardlow 
with his wheel-lifting Porsche 911 Carrera 
Although the Walkers would have put up an 
even stiffer fight had their "E" not been still 
suffering gear selector problems, Fred Cliffe 
took the big Modsports class with what must 
be the most immaculate Jaguar E now in 
‘competition. 

There were plenty of Clubman’s cars but 
circult racer Barry Joell beat the earlier U2s 
of Ian Curtis and Jim Robinson, and Joe 
Ward's smart new Wardford Mk 5, with the 
Tollbar U2-Holbay Mk 11B. After Terry Simms’ 
RAFMSA Terrapin Mk 5 had won the small 
sports-racing category. Richard Jones’ very 
fast Team Castrol U2 Mk 11B t/c managed to 
defeat Peter Kaye in the bottoming Lola 
FVA 7212 which he was sharing with Robert 
‘Sunderland; and then Phil Scragg went fast 
enough to take 3rd BTD as well as his class 
in the ex-Bancroft/Sunderland Chevron-BMW 
Alpina B19. 

‘As usual there were shoals of tiny racing 
cars but on this oceasion Don Robinson's 
Lotus-Nova 69 screamer was forced into third 
place by Alex Brown's Ginetta-Imp GI7_and 
Andrew. Squires (Brabham-Cosworth | BT28). 
Peter Voigt was sharing Peter Varley 
Brabham-Vegantune BT2IC and they came 
third and first respectively, split by David 
Betts’ Lotus 41C. With Loton the following 

the fastest single-seater boys were at 
perhaps a little less than ten-tenths but Roy 
Lane (McLaren M14) and Richard Thwaites 
(Eastern Carpet Stores McLaren M1OB) were 
impressive enough to. take the top class 
places ahead of John Lambert's Leda-Chevro- 
let LT22 (with a gradually worsening 
misfire) and John McCartney's tuneful BRM 
PIS3C which also sounded a little flufly at 
times. 

‘All but Jim Robinson's U2 Mk SB improved 

ing the Castrol/BARC runs but it was 
in Mike Flather who shone; further 
reducing his new record to 49.03 s. Bob 
‘Speak’s Elan also made ground and left with 


4 


“4 


another 7.25 marks to the 7.00 of Jim 
Thomson who moves up to sixth in the 
Championship placings. Roy Lane opened up 
quite a lead in the Castrol FTD Awards 
Series after setting BTD on his only Top Five 
run. Peter Varley was also quicker than 
before and clinched 4th BTD. 


CHRIS MASON 


Ravenscroft at Curborough 
Facing his toughest opposition so far, John 
Ravenscroft came out on top for the third 
weekend in succession when it was the turn 
of Midland AC to run at the Staffordshire 
sprint course at Curborough on April 15. 

His tough opposition included the King 
‘of Curborough Bob Rose (McLaren M10B), 
John McCartney (BRM P153) and Johnny 
Williamson in the Manpower McLaren MIOB. 
But John was not overawed and came out on 
top with the Lola T142 both in the class runs 
and in the Top 10 which concluded the event. 
His best class win was 33 s to beat William: 
son by nearly 1s, and in the final burst of 
noise, he got down to 32.225 with William- 
son improving to 32.935. Bob Rose never 
threatened. He only did one run of 34.25 
and then retired while McCartney, still getting 
used to the BRM, never got below the 3558 
bracket and Tony Bradwell came third in the 
Top 10 with his Brabham Quatro in 34.47 s, 

‘The middle of the three racing car classes 
was taken with ease by Graham Cooper's 
Brabham BT23C in a fine 33.49, which beat 
everyone except Ravenscroft and R. Turnbull 
was second in the Fisher Alexis with 34,78 s. 
The up to 1100cc class resulted in the 
shared Brabham BT28 of P, Squires and P. 
Kidsley taking the honours, Squires winning 
in 40.57 8, 


Above, Mike Flather takes the Aldon Mini-Cooper S to a new class record, while beiow, John 


McCartney takes the BRM P153C between the Harewood gates and houses. 
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Sports extra 


CHIEFTAIN RALLY 


Drummond’s surprise 


Tony Drummond and Chris Gray scored a 
surprise win on Easter Sunday's BTRDA/ 
Mexico Championship Bath MC_ Chieftain 
Rally, held over army land in Hampshire, 
‘The roughness of the territory took many 

urprise, particularly the GI Mexico con- 
who Were more used to road events, 
and almost all of whom went home with 
Substantial structural damage. 

By day stage rally standards the event 
was well received though heavy rain prior to 
the rally led to unexpectedly muddy going 
while several ‘due to be held twice 
Were cancelled after only the first run. 

"The favourite, everyone's favourite, was 
Paul Faulkner in his David Wood powered 
Escort RS1600, engine size 1860 cc, winner 
of the South West Stages the last BTRDA/ 
Triple “C” event, winner of the Trident last 
year and the Tour of Dean the year before. 
With seed number one—who could even hold 
@ candle to him? Maybe the eternal dark 
horse, Reg Mullenger, victim of @ broken 
half shaft'on the SW Stages but following 
the Tour of Dean and the Dukeries is a 
highly rated driver of an excellent Escort, 
using a Roy Gladwin 1.8 motor. Maybe the 
bespectacled Richard lilffe, winner of the 
Hercock Simpson and a victim of a roll on 
the Dukeries, a an RSI600 but 
this time with a home assembled 1.8 engine. 
The championship leaders were Paul Appleby 
and Keith O'Dell with a 1,9 Escort Mexico, 
never so rellable or as powerful in its two 
years like as at present. The leader of the 


Yumping Bean team, Eric Jackson, Observer 
and Moss tyres winner, had his ‘four. 

‘Old Escort RS1600; ali these people had 
claims to likely success but few were 
reckoned more highly than Appleby. 


nce, thelr little engines 
the powerful straights and 
their bodies (say it softly) not really up to 
the expected 80 miles of stages. 

Nine o'clock was start time and Bath 
Council encouraged a formal parade of rally 
ears around the Guild Hall which made a 
20-mile run to the first stage worthwhile, 
‘This was Keevil Airfield, all tarmac and in 
00d condition, where ‘crews were faced 
With three laps of about three miles in the 
Streaming wet. Tyres played an important 
part for both Dawson and Brookes in their 
Mexicos, though most crews found them 
selves unprepared for such an early decision 
@s this. It was Drummond who shot into the 
Tend with a time of 9 m 49 s although 
Mullenger was sixth quickest. 12 s behind, 
having lost all that on a spin on the first 
corner. 


With Keevil over the rally headed on to 
the loose stages starting with Bustards, « 
long and very fast stage which is 50 per cent 
tarmac and not a little frightening. Eric 
Jackson and Don Barrow went off very 
heavily, rolling the car and putting the driver 
in hospital with two crushed vertebra—the 
worst moment of the day. Nigel Rockey 
Suffered an apparent minute out which only 
became obvious later when competitive times 
were announced. What was more, he then 
Suffered another apparent minute out on the 
next stage, Paul White did not spot these at 
the time and at the finish no other com- 
petitors could be found who had tackled the 
Stages near enough to them to have the 
error. traced. Andy Dawson was having 
Similar trouble and when he was told at the 
finish he had no proper cause for complaint 
he was far from amused. 
‘The rains interm:ttently descended upon the 
making Graham Lepley's  wiperl 
life almost unbearable and Paul Appleby’ 
retirement, when his electrics failed on stage 
‘2 battle for survival. By lunchtime 
there’ were many retirements for John 
Edwards-Parton's Mexico had broken a half 
shaft. George Hill went out in his Mexico 
when the sump and crank met, the steering 
broke, the oil pressure fell hat 
er had 
RS slipped a belt 
‘most of the rally 


Unknowingly st the ti 
was over by this time, as only five of the 
Stages still to come were found to be usable. 
Te had been a breathless time with many 
crews going well beyond their permitted lat 
ness due to the slowness of the st 
the organisers had to extend lateness by an 
hour. If the remaining stages were short in 
number they played hay 
still battling on. 
Faulkner ‘was one who was not to 
end, he had a rear spring break, a le 
ping free and jamming itself 
ground slowly digging the suspension into the 
road. Shortly after this Mike Ranger's Imp 
broke a drive shaft coupling with only two 
sages to go and Malcolm Wise had an 
electrical failure but eventually got going 
in. Peter Hall in the sole remaining Hux 
rds Fiat 128 Rally (John Rhodes similar car 
having blown a head gasket on the way to 
the start) broke the exhaust and sounded lke 
formula car yy Thruxton and jusi 
fas Richard Hudson-Evans finished in his Gl 
Peugeot 304S—the steering fell to pieces. 
‘There had been an almighty bump on stage 
17 which, strangely, crews had not noticed 
so much the first time round, but which 


The Formula 4 Championship round at Lydden with Fergus Tait’s Chevron B18/17 leading 


Ron Griffiths’ Harrison, 
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Maurice Ogier’s Brabham BT28 and Glen Hylatt's March 703. 


for reemnneneee Tr: 
' i ae 


nae 


brought havoc untold the second time, 

Rockey finished the stage with a cracked 
door pillar, the sump on the crank and doors 
needing to be jacked up into place. Brookes 
landed so heavily that one front wing was 

mmed solid under the wheel and the rear 
axle was visibly bent. Others hobbled out 
with lesser states of disarray. 

The results were announced at 815 pm 
after lengthy attempts by Rockey and Daw- 
gon to have their errors traced and eventually 
the Scarborough stages hero was found to be 
nearly three minutes clear of Reg Mullenger, 
the next man home, 

‘Drummond had used a combination of 
German Ultragrips on the front with his 
hand-cut Dunlop M and $ on the rear with 
Mullenger struggling with Dunlop M and S 
‘and then. snow type Goodyears in an attempt 
combat the mud. The Tliffes used German 
Ultragrips throughout while fourth, fifth and 
sixth place’ men all used Dunlop exclusively. 

‘The Army training grounds are the charac 


ter of the Chieftain Rally and a character 
that many competitors are happy not to meet 
for the remaining 11 months of the year, 

Bath | MC 


but which when wi the 
produces a day stagi 


Bevan wins 
as usual 


Fine weather and a 60-strong entry meant a 
good ‘start to the South-Western Autocro 

Season with Bath MC's April 15 meeting at 

Beeks Farm, Marshfield. John Bevan was for- 

tunate to set BTD on his first run, as third 

land. top. gears later disappeared on the 

familiar Naveb. 

‘The big Minis set the pace on the twisty 
an winning this clai 

soned 

take 


The 850 battle was 
Cockram from Dave Hassett, who had never 
driven an autocross Mini before! 

Special stage rallyman Bob Chapman 
defeated the Autocross RS drivers with his 
black TC; Mike Wyatt eventually equalled 
George Warren's time, but losing the second- 
in-class spot as a result of a very big moment 
on his first run. Chris Drewitt went well in 

Imp, trouncing some powerful VW oppo- 
while the same hard-worked Anglia 
jd second places in the up to 


Ter Ages. 
Tins Aho "bests 


© With five rounds completed in the BT&RDA 
Production Car Championship Mac  Hazle- 
wood (Mexico), ‘holds a one point lead 
over Bill Moffatt (Imp), tast year's champion. 

Hazlewood has 46 points out of a possible 
50 and in third plac ‘Austen Rumney 
(Cooper), on 43 with Mrs Jean Hazlewood 
(Sprite) fourth on 41, one ahead of Alf 
Williams (Cooper) and’ Mike Harrison (Mid- 
get), who are tied for fifth spot. 

‘The RAC Championship is being led easily 
by Mike Hinde in the Clan Crusader. The 
next round is the North Wales CC Cymru on 

lay 6 


45 


B-G ALLOY 
By, ROAD WHEELS 


ok A WHOLE NEW RANGE THAT WILL 
REALLY TURN YOU ON! 

Tailor made head turners for virtually all British, 
Continental and Japanese cars with 4 hole 10, 12 and 13 
inch wheel fixings. Superb quality, highly individual 
styling —at very competitive prices | Complete with chromed 
dome nuts/bolts. 

Get moving. Send today for free colour brochure! 


It’s worth looking at. Like our new wheels. 


BROWN & GEESON LTO, 777/779 High Road, ford. Essex 1G3 BRP 
| Teleohone01-£00 301, Pens snameyouaty whl brochure. 


Name 


@. 


F. ENGLISH 
RALLYE SPORTS CENTRE 


THE BEST STOCKED RALLYE SPORT 
DEALERS IN THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND 


PHONE GARRY POLLED 


BOURNEMOUTH 20731. 


Address 


le a oe ee en SEL 


! 
| 
1 
! 
ra 


Styled Steel Wheels 


For maximum road holding and 
cornering—especially when fitted 
with Dunlop low profile tyres 
Track and laboratory tested. Will 
fit most popular cars without body 
mods. Variety of designs from 
National Tyre Service and Dunlop 
dealers. Send 

for leaflet 

quoting 

ref. AS 87 


Desi Limited, Wheel Division 
Publicity Dept., Foleshill 
‘Coventry, CV6 4AA. 


expertly fitted by, a | 


KENLOWE FAN. 


2 
MOTO 


LONDON SW.7 Tel: 


ENTHUSIAST 
HEALEY 
FOR 
SALE 


Healeys. 


Austin-Healey Mk 4; 
of only 4 ever to be built in the world and owned originally by the 
Redesigned bodyshell, 8in wider 
interior trim and dash incorporating £100 worth of Blue Spot 
stereo equipment. Genuine 21,000 miles since construction in 1968. 
Once-in-a-lifetime chance can be realised by contacting 


Kings Road, Bebington, Wirral, Cheshire. 


powered by 4-litre Rolls-Royce engine. One 


track with redesigned 


GRAHAM DANCE at: 
A.D. Motor Services Ltd, 
Bebington Service Station, 


Tel: 051-608 1661. 
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John Player 
Motorsport Yearbook. 


1973 


more persona 


- Fuited by Barrie Gill 
All the action of the International racing and rallying 
scene- 

ind Prix, Sports cars, Stock cars, 

jons and their c: 
~Phrere is a round-up of Grand Prix results and 

reports of every Sports car World Championship race. 

Plus special features on the Ferrari and the inside 

story of Co 

= Over 250 illustrations with 16 pages in full colour. 


Queen Anne Press 


Paperback £2.38 Hardback £3.07 
- = ee ae 


More pages, more facts, 


» Chapman's fifth World Championship. 


Buy or order from your local Bookseller. t case of 
difficulty-from Queen Anne Press, Paulton House, 
ndon N1I7LE 5 paper- 
3.15 hardbatk, inc g and postage ~ 


~_— 
~~ — > oe 


Sports extra 


Firenza fun at Thruxton 


One of the best “fun races” ever held was 
‘Thruxton's Easter finale when 20 identical 
standard Vauxhall Firenza Sport SLs were 
piloted by Formula 2 and Group 2 drivers, 
in very wet conditions. After Bob Wollek 
spun away an early lead, the race developed 
in to a tremendous battle between Frank 
Gardner and Colin Vandervell with Gardner 
taking his second victory of the day by less 
than a second. 

It was quite a novel idea to have these 20 
Firenzas provided by various Vauxhall dealers 
raced by various Formula 2 and saloon 
drivers and then have the cars auctioned off 
to the public. Only three warming-up laps 
were allowed before the off, and with the 
rain pelting down, the warming-up laps pro- 
vided plenty of fun on their own! Eventually 
the field sorted themselves out with Tetsu 

Peter Hanson and Richard Scott 
ig the front row and John Wingfield 
and Bob Wollek on the second, and from 
the front row it was Scott who took the lead 
from Wollek and Tom Walkinshaw. In the 
reaming conditions Wollek did extremely 
well to hold a most incredible sideways 
moment after taking Scott for the lead on 
braking for the chicane on the first lap, but 
next tlme round his sideways moment’ was 
Greater than ever and he spun round to con- 
finue: in 14th place. This pur Seott back In 
id, with Frank Gardner and Colin 
jl on his tail, Vandervell doing 
extremely well to work’ up from the back 
row. 

‘Scott was soon demoted by Gardner and 
Vandervell and these leading two proceeded 
to have a fantastic dice for the lead, with 
Vandervell frequently getting alongside 
Gardner at Brooklands, although on one lap 
he wa jed out on to the grass, from 
where he made a good recovery to still pester 


the Australian, Right on to the last lap, the 
two clu 


ther with Gardner making sure 


line and a chase 
chicane to. finish on 
Gardner's tail. Scott dropped back from this 
group to be taken by Peter Hanson, who 
fost time spinning on the last lap which 
handed third place to a side-by-side Gerry 
Marshall and Richard Scott with Scott taking 
Marshall out of the chicane on the line, Bob 
Wollek did extremely well to work up from 
his spin and finish hard on the tail of sixth 
man Jean-Pierre Jabouille, with Hanson in 
seventh, 

‘The battling mid-field had to be seen to be 
believed, with cars continually bouncing off 
each other or the armco at the chicane. On 
the fast Church corner on the third lap, cars 
‘were spinning in all directions with Tkuzawa 
being left with his car bent off the track 
and many other midfield runners spinning 
in avoidance while Roger Williamson was 
involved in some incredible bumping matches 
before finishing eighth, close on the tail of 
Hanson. Patrick Depailler was well placed 
in fifth before his engine broke, a similar 

topping Tom Walkinshaw after a hefty 
jon with Gordon Dawkins whose car 
was very battered by the time he had finished 
hitting the armco or other cars. Silvio Moser 
was another of the many spinners. 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


tno race lig "RDlaSE YAS Stile spor ste 


Bob Wollek ets very sideways into the 
chicane after taking the lead of the Firenza 


Arpiainen supreme 


Finn Mika Arplainen dominated the 27 ta 
Volkswagenwerk Gold Cup Super Vee Champ: 
fonship round which has become an annual 
event on the Easter Thruxton programme. 
Driving his Monza Racing entered Veemax 
Mk 5, Arpiainen established second fastest 
and in the very wet con- 
which came with the 
Super Vee race, Arplainen was 
master. 

After holding third place on the first lap, 
he took over the lead from Lothar Schorg's 
Bosch Racing BP-Kaimann and was never 
seen again by the rest of the field. His 
control of the machine was quite a joy to 
watch, as he flung the Veemax through the 
chicane in well-controlled opposite-lock slides, 
lapping all but the first four drivers in his 
annihilation of the opposition. However it 
nearly all fell away on the 20th lap when the 
brakes locked entering the chicane and he 
got more sideways than usual, 

In a long drawn out and boring affair, there 
was a certain amount of interest in second 
place with a three comered dice between 
Bosch team-mates Austrian Schorg and Swede 
Kennerth Persson, and Helmut Bross’ Motul 
from Germany, Bross held on to second place 


Arpiainen, the SuperVee victor at Thruxton. 


position man 
0 demoting 


until mid-way when pole 
Persson took over with Schorg 
Bross with five laps to go, And it was not 
until the last lap when places changed again 
although the three continually lapped in ¢ 
‘company, with Schorg beating Persson to the 
line with Bross on their t 

John Morrison's Supernova Tul, the leading 
British competitor, had been following these 
three closely until he gradually dropped back 
and with his engine sounding very sick, was 
caught and passed by Tommy  Brorssor 
Bosch BP-Kaimann which had been holding 
sixth place until a spin on the seventh lap 
dropped him out of the hunt for a few laps. 
One of the best battles in the race came in 
seventh place with the two Ecurle Bonnier 
Lolas of former Formula 3 driver Freddy 
Kottulinsky and Gunnar Nilsson having a 
great battle with Bertram Schafer's Lola 7252 
until Schafer went off up the escape road at 
the chicane on the 16th lap, However, he 
soon continued to split the Bonnier Lol 
again with Nilsson usually holding the upper 
hand, but on the last lap Kottulinsky timed 
his exit from the Chicane just right to pip 
his team-mate on the line wih Schafer on 
their tails. After another evenly-matched 
scrap, Markus Hotz’ Swiss Horag pulled away 
from Helmut Koinigg’s BP-Kaimann for 10th 
place, Koinigg not going as well as usual in 
the wet conditions and soon dropping back 
from his first lap sixth place. Mark Litch- 
field's Crosslé was fastest Britisher in 
practice but after lying near the back on the 
first lap, never really featured and eventually 


retired. 
ROBERT FEARNALL 


““ettomagannene Gola’ Cup Champicrhin 


Am 31.8 99.20 moh 
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Sports extra 
CASTLE COMBE 
Dulon double 


Roger Bruce-White again illustrated his wet 
weather driving ability at Castle Combe on 


vietories, In the Formula Ford Final and the 
libre event. Unfortunately the meeting was 
marred by the poor weather and was also 
hampered by a hay barn In the paddock which 
burnt down ! 

‘The feature of the afternoon was the John 
Platts Formula Ford Challenge, run in two 
seven lap heats and a 15 lap final. The first 
heat saw an easy victory for Peter Orlando, 
who took his Merlyn Mk 20A across the lin 
6s in front of Lou De Marco, also in a 
Merlyn Mk 20A. Terry Fisher (Merlyn Mk 
20A) claimed the second heat, but not with 
the same ease as Orlando, ‘since he was 
closely followed by a bunch consisting of 
Bryan Sharp (Merlyn Mk 24), Sonny Eade 
(Merlyn Mk 17), Roger Bruce-White (Dulon 
LD15) and Peter White (Palliser WD2), This 
battling group pressurised the white Merlyn 
throughout the entire race although nobody 

id to pass it. 

run in a downpour making 
the track very slippery indeed. Bruce-White 
made a good getaway from his second row 
grid position to take second spot by Quarry 
Bend. The unstoppable Dulon was soon through 
to the front where It pulled out a 3 5 lead 
over Sharp's Merlyn, which in turn pulled 
away from Roger Orgee's MRE. Peter White's 
Palliser held fourth from Orlando and a large 
ied by Sonny Eade, With a short 
rain a dry lane began to develop 
lowever, the 
misleading track conditions sent Sharp ‘into 
the shrubbery on lap 13, but he recovered 
quickly to resume his former position. There 
was no stopping Bruce-White as he finally 

took the flag 30s ahead of Sharp. 

Mike Taylor make it look all too 
he ran away with the F1200 race. 


Driving 
his Tetranychus Telarius Mk 3 he pulled out 


lead of 20 5 from second place man Joha 
Corby (Mallock U2 Mk 8). Corby also main- 
tained a healthy distance ahead of the dicing 
trio of Chris Bristow (Al 
{Delapene Mk 1) and Angelo Farina (Farina 
Dison). Webb eventually took third spot from 
Bristow after Farina dropped back. 

Following a superb start Patrick Cobb 
(BLMC Miglia Mini) took the lead of the 
combined Mini Seven-Miglia Mini event. But 
hard on his heels was the Blydenstein Mini 
Seven of Graham Wenham who gradually 
wound in Cobb just beating him to the line. 
Third overall and second in class was Hugo 
Shipley followed by the Miglia Mini of Laurie 
‘also second in its cl 

"The main deluge of rain came at the start 
of the Formula Vee race, much to the concern 
of the Canon team who had elected to run 
fon slicks, The two team members, Bruce 
‘Venn (Scarab) and Jeremy Hampshire (Austro), 
occupied the front grid positions with arch 
rival Olly Hollamby (Austro) on the last row. 
‘At the start the March-bodied Austro shot 
past almost the entire grid, while on the 
front row Peter Whimhurst took the initiative. 
Hollamby, adjusting to the conditions well, 
passed Whimhurst on lap 5, whereupon he 
Pulled out an enormous lead of 51 s. Despite 
his slicks Venn took second spot from Thomp- 
son's Scarab, while Whimhurst began to slip 
down the field until he called it a day. 

With lan Bracey and John Burbidge non- 
starting the modsports and clubmen’s Formula 
event was somewhat boring. Overall winner 
was Terry Cockrell whose Mallock U2 Mi I 
Ted from start to finish. Behind the U2 came 
‘the modsports 500 to 1150 cc class winner 
‘Andy Bailey (Austin-Healey Sprite), who was 
challenged initially by Sid Marler’s Gryphon. 
‘The 1511 to 2000 ce modsports class proved 
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the most interesting with a dice between Ian 
Hall (Mini Gem) and Andrew Talbot (Triumph 
GT6). The verdict finally went in favour of 
Hat 

The availability of extra power down the 
straights helped Brian Cutting take his Escort 
Vs to victory in the saloon race. John Turner's 
RS1600, having faltered at the start, held 
second ‘place, closing on the leader towards 
the end Behind this pair a three car dice 
developed for the lead of the 851 to 1000 ce 
‘class which eventually fell to Roger Saunders 
(Sigma Mini), who squeezed his way past 
Ray Payne (Hartwell Imp) and John Routley 
(Cooper 5). Phil Winter (BLMC Mini) won the 
1000 cc to 1300 cc class, finishing fifth 
overall. 

Roger Bruce-White, making his second 
appearance of the day, claimed the libre 
victory although he had to tackle Patrick 
Sumner’s Kitchiner K4B. Sumner was some- 
what reluctant to part with his first place 
fand turned to rather severe door shutting to 
Prevent the Dulon passing. on a number of 
Occasions. Finally on lap five Bruce-White 
‘slipped past the “wide 
to pull away, Steve Coen's March 713 took 


third place despite a spin, followed by Mar- 
ler’s Gryphon and Richard Leach’s Chevron 
Bi7c. 


DAVID WARD 


Platts Permuta. Ferd Chatens 


Final 5 (090), 


Si pico sme ce %, Han 
gash e's 


fies Sears SS wee aoe 
Browne? ot Pee a ae 
Ses herds i SEE 


News 


© Wet and windy practice conditions gave way 
to just an icy wind at Curborough on Easter 
Sunday when Nuneaton MC ran their sprint. 
The Club suffered insufficient marshals and 
only got going when they recruited from 
the sparse spectators. 

‘Although the all-conquering Lola T142 of 
John and Arthur Ravenscroft practised it 
was packed on to the trailer and this gap 
Jefe the way open for Graham Cooper to 
take his first BTD with his Brabham BT23C 
in 37.3 s. This was achieved on the second 
ruin when the course had almost dried out 
for everyone. 

David Hartley brought his Buick-engined 
Brabham BT18 home in second in 38s dead 
with Tony Bradwell third with the Brabham 
Quatro in 38.4 5. 

J. Shipton will long remember the day for 
fn’ addition to. winning the standard saloon 
class in his Mini he beat a Ford Mustang 


@ Autocross champion John Bevan will be driv- 
Ing a full-race 1300 Daf in the Castrol/BTRDA 
autocross championship series, which gets 
under way this Sunday. 

Bevan's new Daf will be prepared by Daf 
‘at Eindhoven at their competitions depart- 
ment and will be supported by Duckhams and 
Kleber. 

‘The first round of the championship on 
Sunday is organised by the White Horse MC 
fand takes place at Dodington Park, near Bath 
(Stroud junction of the M4), 


© Serck Services will be sponsoring the 
Shenstone & District CC's final round in th 


ship on September 2, at the usual SI 
venue at Weeford Park, 
Sutton Coldfield. The event will be known a: 
the Serekspeed Shenstone autocross. 


@ Trevor Smith continues to hold a four-point 
lead in the Castrol/BTRDA Autotest Cham- 
pionship after taking BTD at the Bolton CC 
round on Easter Sunday, but bis nearest 
rivals John Larkin and Peter Noad both 
won their classes. Smith took his Sprite to 
@ total of 484.7 6 for the ten tests and now 
has 32 points in the championship while 
Larkin (Mini-Cooper 'S’) is four points 
behind. Larkin had a big fright before win- 
ning his class in 5184 s, only four seconds 
quicker than Stuart Taylor (Cooper) who 
Blotted his copybook with penalties on two 
tests. Noad, giving his ¢wo-litre VW its 
first outing. beat Tony Hunt's Mexico by 
39-5 in taking his class in 523.3 «. 

‘Major surprise was the second overall of 
Phil Darbyshire in his Clubman GT who was 
only 8s behind Smith, In fact he 


fed at the end of four tests. Denis Beare 
(Sprite) had ¢wo penalties to drop to 3rd 
‘overall and second in class. 


© The Lloyds of Stafford Cheadle Shield Auto- 
test, organised by Cheadle (Staffs) Auto 
Club, produced a home win for Aubrey Law- 
ton. Driving @ Mini 1000, he took the major 
Duckhams award from Phil Cunningham, 850 
Mini, and third in class and first Novice wi 
Dave Birt, Mini 1000. 

“The amalgamated rear drive class produced 
a fine battle, only 0.85 separating the first 
three. It was resolved in the order, Peter 
Nerris (Cortina GT), Bernard Lowton (Avenger 
GT), David Lloyd (Escort 1100). 


A few of the things 


we did to perfect 
the new Pirelli 
Roadstar and 


MS35 


1971 Italian Rallies Championship 
1971 European Drivers Championship 


1971 German Rallies Championship 
1971 Rally dei 1000 Laghi (Finlandia) 


1971R.A.C. Rally 


Years of rallying on the toughest roads in 
the world have led, eventually, to the 
development of the Pirelli Roadstar, a 70 


series tyre. 

Its fabric construction 
and unique tread 
pattern is the result 
of all knowledge we 
picked up along the 
way, while salislying 
the rigorous demands 
of the world's finest 
rally drivers. 

This magnificent 
tyre is now available 
to private drivers who 
demand this same 
perlection 


ROADSTAR 


9 
Y 


an 
Lee 


1972 World Makes Championship 
1972 European Drivers Championship 
1972 Monte CarloRally 

1972 Rally of Morocco 

1972 Acropolis Rally 


1972 Semperit Rally 
1972 R.A.C. Rally Team Prize 


The MS35 is an 80 series mud and snow tyre, 


developed as the resull of rallying successes 


RELLI 
CINTURATO 


MS35 


over thousands of gruelling miles through 


howling blizzards in 
the High: Alps, and 
torrential rain in the 
jungles of East Africa 
Its radial construction 
andl rcgediraad 
petiern have helpéd 
rallysdtiversdineniiie 
course under the 
harshest conditions 
you could imagine. 
Now it's available 

fo you. Because who 
knows what the British 
weather might bring? 


Roadstar and MS35 are additions to the Cinturato range. Information is available from the Performance Bureau, 


Pirelli Limited, Derby Road, Burton on Trent, Staffs. 


Moto-Lita steering wheels are available 
for all popular British, Continental, 
and Japanese cars. Prices from £12.50 complete. 
Lay hands on the best — Moto-Lita. 


Write for colour brochure of our range of magnificent 
I steering wheels. finan Green. Brighton Rd, Surbiton, Surrey. | 


NAME = 
| ADDRESS ee | 


i 
Ses 


ASI. 
= 
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The Greek Island of 


J \hassos 


In the blue Aegean there's an island 
called Thassos, We've a village there, 
‘ight by a beach: 


You can swim, sail, snorkel, water ski, 


water just thinking about it). There's 
donkey trekking, Greek dancing; you have 
'2 chance to see Athens an 

nights are packed with par 


Post the coupon for our 
‘brochure, It could be 
your trip to Pas 


2 weeks from at 
as & 


Sunsearchers , 119-120 Church Street, 
Tel: Brighton 688566 
Please rusn me your brochure 


Name 


For All 
Wheel Problems 
Contact: 


MOTOR WHEELS SERVICE 
and Repair Co. 


That includes: wires, pressed steel, alloy 
road race and rally, motor cycle and com- 
mercial repairs, conversions, supplies. 


71 Jeddo Road, 
Shepherds Bush, London, W12. 


Tel: 01-749 1391/2. 


Sports extra 


CROFT 


Fletcher breaks record 


Although clerk of the course Frank Wright 
‘apologised for the small grids to the large 
crowd of spectators at the BRSCC(N) Easter 
Monday National at Croft, the racing was 
quite entertaining until heavy rain drenched 
the course, Peter Harrington continued his 
run of success with the Archer & Sharp 
Cougar-Scholar 73F; Bill Dryden managed the 
narrowest of victories with the SMT Vauxhall 
Firenza; and Jon Fletcher (Lotus Elan) chipped 
02.5 off his class lap record. But for the 
downpour it would have been quite a pleasent 
little clubbie, yet the meeting had a National 
British permit, With all due respect to Croft 
Autodrome—you must be joking! 

‘There's getting to be something quite 
familiar about the Tate Formula Ford rounds 
this year. Pete Clark (Wigley Crosslé-Rowland 
25F) again had the best of the start, and 
‘once again Peter Harrington quickly shot by 
to another win with the Cougar. Clark, with 
his Rufforth gear selector problems sorted out, 
remained a ‘ond, but there was quite 

fight for third. For most of 
atthe between Ed Wilcox’ 
acquired Merlya-Rowland MK 11A and Ted 
Payne's Ansa Motors of Durham March 728, 
Wilcox got rather crossed up on lap 10 
though and let Ken Pickering’s Jet Gaz Inter- 
national Jamun T3 by. The latter also passed 
Payne on the last lap to take third from 
Payne and Wilcox. John Simpson was battling 
with Pickering in the new Bacal Construction 
Mk 10 (still with John’s old 
in the early stages but retired 
fter hitting a piece of planking at 

John Kent's Royale RPIG took 
fa steady sixth 3.8 s behind Wilcox at the 
finish. 

"Tony Charnell should have walked the com- 
bined mod sports and sports GT event as he 
‘was the only sports GT starter with the ex- 
Gibson Gropa-FVC. However, the Gropa had 
transmission problems, and ‘a deflating tyre 
in the closing stages, although still managing 
to finish second behind Jon Fletcher (Lotus 
Elan). The early leader was John Absalom's 
1760. ce Ginetta G4, but after hounding 
Fletcher the blue Ginetta retired when the 
‘engine cut out. Jim Adamson was a firm third 
with the Steve Leech Plant Hire Ginetta G4, 
but Richard Storey's MG Midget only just 
hung on to fourth from the ever-spectacular 
John Gregson (MGB). Eike Wellhausen kept 
the crowd entertained by spinning his E-type 
fat the chicane and then losing a wheel later 


was the Esso 
Uniflo special saloon round although it didn’t 
Took too promising at first when four cars out 
of 14 were in trouble before a lap was 
completed. Initially it looked as though Bill 
Dryden was going to walk it with the SMT 
Firenza, but once Derek Huntley (Escort-FVC) 
had found a way by the Imp of the 
irrepressible Alex Clacher, battle was joined. 
Huntley was side by side with Dryden as they 
finished Iap 6 and squeezed by into Tower. 
For the next 31 laps Dryden tried unavai 
ingly to get by again, but as they came out 
‘of the chicane for the last time Dryden got 
the power down first and made it to the line 
by a fifth of a second. The nearest pursuers 
Clacher, John Myerscough (Brook Hire (Liver- 
pool) Escort TC) and Lionel Dickson's Arden 
Mini were well spaced out by the finish. 

The single-seater and clubman's car were 
greeted by a deluge of rain which sent them 
scurrying for suitable tyres and produced a 
chaotic start, As the field straggled away 
John Campbell-Graham spun his Crosslé-FVC 
wildly and packed it in. Into the lead went 
L & B Excavations FF Royale RP16 of Alo 


Lawler from Brian Bielby's Lotus 61R. With 
cars relatively well suited to the waterlogged 
track these two stayed ahead with Barry Joell 
just beating Vin Malkie's Chevron B1 to take 
his third class win of the weekend with the 
Tollbar U2 Mk 11B. Sedric Bell, unfamiliar in 
the Russel & Mclntosh/Nightingale Signs 
Chevron BIS “ screamer,” drove a steady race 
for fifth. Bill Wood struggled on till lap 9 
with the F5000 McLaren MI4A, and retired 
Just after being overtaken by the BI. Un- 
juckiest victim of the conditions was Mike Fey 
who hit the wall by the press box very hard 
With his old Lotus 51B, damaging the car but 
not himself. 


Peter Morley's Pacey Hassan Bentley splashes 
through the rain. 


After they had been led around by Oli 
Langton's 1904 Rolls Royce (which had also 
opened the meeting), a varied assortment of 
Vintage and Historic sports cars, including a 
contingent of MG T-type that had run at 
Harewood the previous day. boated around 

mon Phillips” 1938 BMW 328 was most 
impressive and easily held off David Stephen- 
son's 1957 Lotus 11 Le Mans, Dave Clewley' 
rapid MG TC and Hugh Clifford's modern 
‘Aston Martin, 

"The libre finale (for which a surprising 
number of spectators stayed) was saved from 
being a sodden bore by the brave efforts of 
FF men Kent, Lawler, Payne and Wilcox, 
who contrived to have quite a scrap despite 
‘obvious visibility problems. Ted Payne look to 
have this one in the bag until he spun at the 
Chicane on lap 9, so John Kent won from Alo 
Lawler, while Ed Wilcox spun more terminally 


‘at Tower, also on tap 9. 


CHRIS MASON 


of 


Pin*hies, ‘si0s mon 
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Sports extra 


Like most of the Easter race meetings 
throughout the country, the weekend's drag 
race meeting at Santa ‘Pod was affected by 
the weather, the first day of unofficial prac- 
tice being" interrupted by showers, the 
second day, the first of two race days, was 
rained out’ until the afternoon, which was 
then made over to a long qualifying and prac- 
tice session. 

By far the biggest entry of any one division 
was the Top Street field, with 20 cars trying 
for 16 spots in the STP championship. 
Favourite Mike Yun was back with some 
proper gearing in his 427 Corvette, and soon 
Ted the way with mid 12 s runs, followed by 
Bob Oram and John Arkinstall, E type and 
"Vette respectively, with low 13s. From there 
fon down, Mustangs, Corvettes and a host of 
others made run after run, each bumping 
the 16th man off the bottom, who then came 
out to try to get, back in. 

In the Pro Stock class, all five cars actually 
made it, with Gary Goggin debuting his new 
438 Camaro, Turned out in his usual immacu- 
late fashion, it ran an impressive 11.8 3 to 
Kevin Pillings 11.2 at its first attempt, Kev 


proving that his earlier 11s had been no 
uke, This bumped Tony Dickson down to 
third. with an 11.9 5, back on last year's 


engine for the time being, whilst Pete Crane 
was the latest in the long line to succumb 
When a rod let" go, stopping him for the 
weekend. Keith Harvie worked all weekend 
to get the car to the line, but suffered from 
falling oll ‘pressure, and ‘never really made 
his mark. 

‘Of the big fuellers, Skilton and Pratt were 
regrettably absent with rear-end troubles, 
whilst Priddie was running his old car, stili 
food enough for a fantastic 6.8 s alongside 
‘Allan Herridge with a 7.4 's, both cars 
thundering through at over 200 mph alter 
Allan had red-lit at the start. Mike Hutcher 
son showed just how good the "Houndoy 
rail is by cunning a fabulous 197 moh t 
fend, although the elapsed time was down at 
8.07 5. Rounding out the four-car field was 
John Siggery in the ageing “Commuter with 
a creditable 8.5 s from the 427 Ford motor. 

‘On Monday, the weather was considerably 
better, and an enormous crowd was on hand 
to see some fine acing, the organisation by 
the BDR&HRA having improved considerably 
since the last meet as the new team got 
settled in 

‘Qualifying continued in the morning for a 
couple of hours, and the first race of the day 
was the first round of Pro-Fuel, with Priddle 
drawn against Siggery. With all eyes on 
Dennis, few really looked at the Ford-powered 
car, but then, with both cars staged, the 
blower drive belt on Priddie’s 392 Chrysler 
engine broke, cutting through a steel oil line 
and leaving Siggery with an easy ten for the 
first win. The second round produced even 
more drama, with Mike Hutcherson throwing 


Phil Elson (neares 


SANTA POD 


camera) blasts off line with his 6.3 Sneaky T Chrysler s/c 


Mike Yun wins Top Street 


a rod after the burn-out, leaving Allan Her 


ridge a bye run in the big 426 “Firefly.” This 
time, after some trouble holding the car on 
the line, he red-lit to an 8.3 3 at 197 mph, 


leaving Siggery as the single finalist, and 
eventual winner of Pro-Fuel—perhaps the 
Diggest upset of the past couple of years! 

To decide the second and third places 
Priddle and Herridge came out late in the 
day for a run-off, and again, the very air 
shook as the two’ enormously’ powerful. cars 
blasted up the strip, Dennis hitting a 7.2 
Allan an 8.9 5, his engine going off-song at 
the top-end. 

In the Castrol/Custom Car top dragster 
championship, Brian Riggsall and Ray Heare 
drew a double red after a great run that had 
Rays injected 327 Chev rail turn @ 1002's 
to the 10.11 s of Brian's blown 331 Chrysler. 
Ray went on Co win the class with a 96 s 
when Brian couldn't get out for a re-run, and 
John Whitmore lost fre on the line after 
turning a 94-5 earlier on in his blown 1300 
BMC rail 

Dave Stone predictably took Top Comp. 
Phil Elson being troubled by the handling of 
his car, the slicks of which need a special 
Inner liner that he hasn't got as yet, whilst 
Rich Klein, driving Phil's ‘old car did very 
well to run low 11 s with the carburetted 

7. Meanwhile the Top Street cham 

had started in earnest, Yun taking 
rst time out and Oram running & 
wer T. Dallison's Boss 428 Mustang. 
» nicely-prepared Mustangs of John 


Siggery's 6392 s/c Commuter-Ford scores its Pro-Fuel Dragster win 
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Ledster and Denis Hunt took thelr rounds, as 
did Ivan Fryer in his 351 Cleveland-powered 
variety, With two other Corvettes through, It 
was (urning into a classic Ford v Chevy 
affair, further enhanced when Bob Oram red- 
Tit again at Hunt's Mustang with a 14.00 5. 
Arkinstall’s Corvette ran an improved 13,5 8 
to put out Fryer's 14.6 , slow for him, and 
Yun had another bye when Richard Draper 
threw a rod in his GTO before getting to the 
line. Going into the semi-finals, Hunt wedt 

wn with a 14.1 sto 12.3 8 for Yun, with 
Ledster going a similar route to Arkinstall's 


Corvette, 142 8 to 13.5 8. The final was 
really close, with Arkinstail's smaller 327 
Corvette holding on until the bigger car 


pulled ahead to 8 12.5 8 to 13.06 s, a good 
time for a “small-block motor. Without 
doubt the best elimination of the weekend or 
overall numbers, some of the times not really 
indicating the closeness of the racing. 


None so close as the first round 
of Pro-Stock, though, when Tony Dickson got 
away first ‘against’ a “Kemi-Kazi" Kevin 


Pilling, only to have the other car just get 
by at the top end with its power edge, 11.63 5 
to 11.86 s. The attrition continued in the 
other pair when Goggin found a broken 
rocker ‘in his motor and had" to pull out, 
Jeaving Keith Harvie a bye. Another to have 
trouble with the tighter staging beams, he 
too red-lit away a place in the final, as again, 
ProStock was decided with a bye as Kevin 

‘up the strip after a lengthy burnout 
‘had the crowd yelling for more. 


583 


| ra es * - the Prize -winners 


Cibié lamps put an even band of light exactly where it should be for real night safety. Cibié takes a 
Quartz Halogen bulb that you power and to spare and combines it with a reflector and 
glass of uniquely efficient design. That's what guarantees the evenness of Cibié lighting. Cibie 
fac ry lamp with lead-crystal glass for brilliant clarity, just to make sure that your lighting 
will ne t you down, especially in those dangerous moments of night driving 


ci ecialis only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety 2 e more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance e: e youan e: e e—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing cham 


LANCASHIRE 


CIBIE LAMPS 20% OFF! 
MOTAC 


308 AIGBURTH ROAD, LIVERPOOL 17, LANCASHIRE 
Tel: 051 727 1555/1424 


BRISTOL CUMBERLAND 


(Also covering Gloucester, Somerset & Wiltshire) Cibié distributors for 


Cumberland & Westmorland 
MOTOR & GENERAL SUPPLY CO., 
. 7 North Street MOTOGEAR MARKETING, 
Bedminster Craw Hall, 
Bristol 8S3 1EN Brampton 
Tel: Bristol (0272) 662516 Cumberiand 
Contact Mr C. Hazelby Tel: Brampton 2495 


Radio and stereo equipment supplied Wholesale and retail 


DORSET DUBLIN 


DORCHESTER MOTOR COMPANY LTD., 
NORTH SQUARE P. R. REILLY LTD., 


DORCHESTER 221-239 Howth Road 
DORSET 


Tel: Dorchester 4848 Dublin 5 
For Cibié. Tel: Dublin 336924 


Also Rover and Triumph distributors. 
Jaguar retail dealers 


HERTFORDSHIRE YORKSHIRE 


Cibié in Hertfordshire BENTLEY BROOK LTD., 
KERR BRIDGELAND LTD., NEWTON GARAGE 


52 Westfield Road, HONLEY 


Herpentien HUDDERSFIELD 
Hertfordshire vokiee 


Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 Tel: Huddersfield 63294 


Cibié distributors to Republic of Ireland 
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Sports extra 
LLANDOW 


Saloon handicap 
revival 


‘The handicap is alive and well and living in 
South Wales. The SWAC inserted a ten lap 
handicap for saloons into their Easter Mon- 
day programme and the race proved that there 
{is still much to recommend it. The winner on 
this occasion was John Morgan whose 3.8 
Jaguar Mk 1, starting on 15 secs, came away 
with the challenge of Bernard Richards (1.3 
Mini Cooper) well under control. 

The ever popular allcomers race also went 
the way of the garagiste from Cross Keyes. 
In the absence of Keith Howell's U2 Mk 8 
which damaged itself in practice, John had 
only the challenge of Jo Gregory's 1.6 Ford 
Escort, and Desmond Keech’s 1.6 Marcos 
Ford GT to dispense with. Gregory spun out 
of contention on the second lap while Keech 
made his party piece a waltz down the start- 
Ing straight four laps later. Gregory bounced 
back with a hard drive which took him to 
second, way ahead of Bob Dickens’ improv 
ing Elan. 

Under clear skies, the meeting began in 
front of ‘one of the largest crowds seen 
at the Welsh circuit. The first special saloon 
race featured 850s running concurrently with 
the 1000 cc to 1300 cc class. All were put 
to shame by the short stroke 850 Mini of 
the maestro, Ken Bowen. Bowen's drive took 

‘off the Will Lawrence class record, The 
pride of the 1300 class was 
extent by the drive of Philip Jones (1.3 
Cooper) in second place. 

‘The 1300 cc and aver saloons raced with 
the 851 cc to 1000 cc class and again 
honours went to a tiddler. Len Brammer's 
1,0. MRL Mint travelled in close company 
with Morgan's Jaguar and Dave McCloy's 
1.6 Ford Escort until McCloy spun away his 
advantage at mid-distance, and Morgan's 
throttle linkage broke. Thereafter, Brammer 
was able to ease up for second place man 
Terry van der Zee's 3.5 Ford Escort-Rover 
supercharged was 30 seconds adrift 

Ted Wentz (Catnic Elden) took two appal- 
lingly easy victories in the Formula Ford and 
Ubre races, aided by the gyrations of both 
fields, In fact, the motor cycle sidecar races 
were better entertainment than these two, 
being run anti-clockwise, 


JONATHAN PRICE 
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John Morgan's Jaguar 
3.8 took two saloon 


Pearce wins, 
but Jackson 


takes title 


Mad dogs and Englishmen certainly fitted 
the trials enthusiasts who were to be found 
contesting the final round of the Duckhams 
Southern Trials Championship in a corner 
of Kent not far from Brands Hatch last 
weekend. Amid a deluge of rain that must 
have brought a glow to the faces of every 
farmer and water board official in miles, 24 
hardy competitors slipped and slithered three 
times round a course of eight genuine 
Kentish Border hills. 

Originally the hills bad been laid out in 
dry conditions using some very steep climbs 
50 the poor sodden marshals had the added 
task of lessening the severity of some sec- 
tions. He with the heaviest right boot seemed 
the order of the day as Jack Pearce set the 
pace for the first round in 42 points fol- 
lowed by Peter Highwood 51 and Gordon 
Jackson on 56. It didn't take many hills 
before drivers and passengers were un 
recognizable under a mask of thick mud 
Undaunted, they continued into the second 
round with John Newman putting up a good 
show until his gearbox protested and Mike 
Velasco, not too far behind the leaders, 


Geoff Langdon attempts 
avery muddy hill 
(above). 1973 Duch- 
hams champion Gordon 
Jackson (right). 


remained upright for a change. 
Colin Walker was leading the side valve 
brigade using revs that would turn Henery 


in his grave. But it was still the same three 
up top as the last round commenced, Pearce 
completing the second round in an incredible 
38, Peter Highwood on 55 and Gordon Jack- 
son on 57. The 750 and 950 classes were 
making the most of the conditions as they 
still use the Semperit M&S Knobbly tyres 
and Colin Sansom and Bil Hicks in their 
750 and 950 cars were showing a not so 
clean pair of heels to many of the national 
formula cars, 

Gordon Jackson took the third 


round, 


spending most of the time around the 8000 
rpm mark to record a score of 41, just enough 
to take him ahead of Peter Highwood at 50. 
Roy Denton, still a novice, amazed every- 
one with a consistent drive to fourth place, 
ahead of Mick Velasco and Colin Walker. 


ae by our highly successful evening last \\ 


year, we have arranged a similar evening's 
entertainment this year, when you will have an 
opportunity to put questions to a panel of eminent 
Motoring Journalists. 


PRESENTED BY HUXFORD AND CASTROL 


The Press Speaks 


AT HUXFORDS - WEDNESDAY 2nd. MAY 
FORUM 7.45p.m.- BAR 7.00p.m.-TICKETS FREE 
NEWGATE LANE, FAREHAM, HAMPSHIRE 
TELEPHONE FAREHAM 82811 


If youcan’t beat ’em-join’em 


and: 
CONVERSIONS 
5 STAGES OF TUNE AVAILABLE Specialised 


Equipment + Range of over 1500 ACCESSORIES 
WE SUPPLY NEW TRIUMPH & SAAB CARS. 


Assistant Editor of ‘Motor’ and Ray Hutton, 
Sports Editor of ‘Autocar’. Roger Wii 
Competition Manager, will 


Come along and fire your questions — you'll be 
sure of a witty or serious retort by our 

panel. Write, phone or call 

for FREE Tickets. 


ADDRESS 

lal 

Dept. @SiLeighton Buzzard, Beds 
Tet: 052 53 30: 

St er A fee os ee a et et ee eee eee 


Special Tuning, that is. We sell 
performance, real performance. 
Anything from Stage 1 Kits to Full 
Race/Rally preparations — you 
name it, we sell it. 

At any of our 30 plus Distributors 
you'll find all the parts you could 
possibly need. All the information. 
Andall the experience to get the most 
out of your British Leyland car. 

Andif you're going to do it yourself, 
you can look over a vast array of parts, 
study a range of booklets designed to 
help you with choice and fitting, and 
ask as many questions about your 
own particular needs 

as you like. 


Call inatany of 
= AA our Distributors, or 
wl at ~ : send off the coupon. 
mn It'lldo your car 
a power of good. 


| 


Ae @ ay” y Usa Legions Sede hale 


Please send me a free brochure and list of 
J Special Tuning Distributors 


British Leyland'’s Powerhouse. oe 


| c= 
oe 


56 AUTOSPORT, APRIL 26, 197 


CONGRATULATIONS DATSUN 
EAST AFRICAN SAFARI, 1973, 1st, 2nd, 4th 


Park Motors for 


DATSUN 


Call today for a demonstration 
of the fabulous 180B SSS Coupe 


All colours in stock for immediate 


delivery. 


Park Motors (Liverpool) Ltd. 
144-156, Prescot Road, 
Liverpool 7 
Tel.: 051-228 2244 


LULWORTH GARAGE 
EAST LULWORTH 
Nr. WAREHAM 
DORSET 


Datsun in Dorset 
Tel. West Lulworth 283 


CRAGSIDE 
GARAGE 


Contact us for your 


NEW DATSUN 
SSS 180 


Claremont Road, 
Whitley Bay, 
Northumberland 
Tel.: Whitley Bay 23347 


Ship Service Station 
Main Dealer in Kent 
for all 


DATSUN Models 


Immediate delivery 


Open 7 days a week 
Tel.; Canterbury 710431 


Ossorn Garaces Li. 


FOR 


DATSUN 


Sales, Service and Spares 
100 WHITECHAPEL ROAD, LONDON, E1 
Tel: 01-247 3551/5179 
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cn ean] 
A. F. TANN LTD. 


GREEN LANE, 
WORCESTER PARK, 
SURREY. 

ALSO AT LANGLEY GARAGE, 
681 LONDON ROAD, 
NORTH CHEAM. 

TEL : 01-337 0113/6 


All DATSUNS for immediate delivery 


Choice of colours. 
Come and try the amazing DATSUN 1808 SSS COUPE 


87 


Bluebird 
apecinl car at ” 


STOP PRESS! 
8-TRACK STEREO UNIT 


Fitted free to all Datsun buyers who produce this advertisement 


when ordering 


| in }6=XMMEDWAY 
LATE EXTRA MOTOR GROUP 


Special concession to DATSUN BUYERS 
15% DEPOSIT reravaste over 48 Monts MAIN DEALERS- SALES- SERVICE- SPARES 


LADY MARGARET RD., SOUTHALL MIDDX. 588-598 GREENFORD RD., ee 
Tel: Alan Keefe at 01-578 2244 Tel: John Lineham at 01-578 4407 


We haven’t been 
in business 25 years MAIN DEALERS 


ee EXCLUSIVELY DATSUN 
=a IN SUSSEX 


We recommend Demonstration cars always 


Datsun 1 available 
BISHOPS 
THE HARMER GROUP, 


444 BRIGHTON ROAD, G A 4 7.\ G E Ss 


SOUTH CROYDON, 1& 2 York Hill, London Road, 
SURREY. Sarg iesst 
Greus Garage, 21-29 Pre Rd ., Royal Ge Rd., 
Telephone: 01-668 1366/8 rane peas oe ess See isk 
—_—. 


See the existing range—more value for money DATSUN 
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Why the Datsun Bluebirds are taking off. 


Nissan Datsun make a lot of motor cars. Enough to 
make the company the sth largest manufacturer in the world. 

But to stay in the big league Datsun know they have to 
make their good cars even better. 

‘The new Bluebirds are testimony to how well they do it. 

Already more than 1,500,000 of the original Bluebirds 
have been sold in 120 countries. And the basic Bluebird 
engine powers some 3,000,000 various Datsun vehicles. 

From this enormous amount of automotive 
manufacturing experience comes a new generation of 
Bluebirds. The best Bluebirds yet. 

Let's start with the engine for 1973; an advanced o.h.c 
design with alloy head and compound carburettor; it comes in 
1600 ce and 1800 cc forms. And with three million units 
behind it there’s a long reliable future in front of it 

The 1600 unit produces 100 b.h.p. (S.A.E.) that'll let you 
do up to 100 m.p.h., the 1800 unit 105 b.h.p. (S.A.E.) up to 
105 m.p.h. and the 180 SSS coupe 115 b.h.p. (S.A.E.) up to 
110 m.p.h, Around the up-to-date engine is very up-to-date 
coachwork, Styled by the wind tunnel and not simply by the 
marketing men. 

Which not only means that the Bluebirds have a 
handsome, distinctive look of their own, but are also able to cut 
through the air with minimum effects from cross winds. The 
J-line side windows are a good example of the clean shape 
Which makes the Bluebirds turn heads wherever they go. And 
ay Datsun like to keep their customers, the new cars are built 
with safety very much in mind. Which is why the Bluebird’s 


Datsun 
Hardtop Super Spe : 
eeenfromph. From £1a9a.6gine. PTs 


Yeon t's max bhp 198 (S.A.E.), 


os mph. Prom £4,388.93 ne. PT 


your nearest Datsun 
(eds and further infor 


"The Cherry, The 1000 oe Datsun in two door, four 
estite snd 130A coupe versions, har front wheel drive 
it brakes, and head restrainis on the fronts 
‘speed of Bo mph the Cherry cam achieve rate than 
{miles perpallon. The outstanding one litre ofthe 70% costs 

irom £i3 65 


fom £935.64 
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‘butstanding performance and economy in thew class. Prices 


‘The Laurel Series. A new range of 2000 ce Saloons 

from £1.748-84. and coupe from £1.896-23. Fe 
‘The asec deluxe saloon. The luxuty 6 cylinder 

pprertige g dove sana st hetter equipped with standard extras 


passenger compartment is immensely strong and crush 
resistant. 

“Then there are other safety features such as the carefully 
placed petrol tank, horizontal positioning of the spare wheel as 
a shock absorbing element, the burst proof locks, the 
collapsible steering column, power assisted twin circuit brakes 
with anti-lock valves, anti-glare dash and breakaway rear 
mirror. | 

So the new Bluebirds are not only more powerful and 
better designed than before but set entirely new standards in 
motoring safety. 

And if that isn’t enough to send you rapidly to one of 
Datsun’s 185 British dealers, there is Something extra, Quite a 
lot extra. 

Because standard features on the Bluebirds include front 
disc brakes, 3-speed fresh air/heater/demister, 2-speed wipers, 
electric washers, handbrake warning light, boot light, trip meter, 
radial tyres, clock, fully reclining seats, alternator. Hazard 
warning lights, headlamp flasher, padded armrest/door pulls 
all round, thief proof locks, lockable petrol cap, three ashtrays, 
one illuminated, coin container, illuminated cigarette lighter, 
glove locker, tinted glass and outside mirror. 

On the 1800 models you get even more; like front seat 
headrests, heated rear window and, press-button radio. And 
on the Coupe; twin carburettors, low brake fluid warning 
light, tachometer, high speed horn, green glow knobs and rear 
passenger grab handles. 

Now you have an idea why the Bluebirds are taking off. 


Datsun Bluebird 1608 


a 


APRODUCT OF THE NISSAN MOTOR CO. 


than the finest Buropean cars, Automatic transmission 
Svailable with price starting rom £3.099-23. 

The ager Sports. Datsun's high performance G.T. 
The 125 mph cat -winner of the East African Safar, the 
‘Welsh rally and many other races and rallies allover the 
orld. Price £3397-89. 

‘Somplet ist of Datsun UK dealers, please : 

write to Datsun Hove, Brighton Road, Worthing, Sussex, 


DATSUN 


IN MANCHESTER IT’S 
KING’S FOR DATSUN 


Largest Stockist for 
CARS — SPARES — PARTS 


All models available for demonstration 
without obligation 


Our Service Department looks after Datsun people 


770 Chester Road, Stretford M32 OGH 
Tel 061-865 1151, Mr Flanaghan 


A) Ashfield Garage, Scalpcliffe Road, 
Burton upon Trent, Staffordshire. 
Tol: STO 0283 66677 
Main 
Staffordshire 
Dealer for 
all makes of 


DATSUN 


BUY YOUR DELIGHTFUL 


em 


AT MARTINS OF SOUTHAM 


OXFORD STREET GARAGE, 
SOUTHAM, 
WARKS. 

Tel: 092 6812181. 


Q What makes a Datsun go faster ? 
A EUROSPEED 


WE SUPPLY 
Engine and Suspension 
Conversions for 
all Datsun Models 


EUROSPEED 
Ward & Thompson Motors Ltd. 
Green Street, 


High Wycombe, 
Bucks. 
Tel: 24416 


G. W. SALTER MOTORS 
281 BANBURY ROAD 
OXFORD 


Datsun Dealers for 
Oxfordshire 


Telephone: Oxford 54521 


IN KENT 


MAIN DEALERS FOR: SEVENOAKS 
TONBRIDGE 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
ALWAYS FORTY NEW CARS IN STOCK 
Birchwood Garage, 13-17 London Road 


ige Wells, Kent 
‘Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 29292 
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AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


omen te MERCEDES-BENZ 


_ estate aT A We 


MOSKVICH 


Austin, 7 Toe an is 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


ALFA ROMEO - LOTUS 
JENSEN-JENSEN-HEALEY 


Essex Distributors 
FIAT DEALERS 


GRANGE MOTORS 


BROOK,ST- BRENTWOOD -Tel 2161 


5000 RACE MECHANIC 
URGENTLY REQUIRED 


Excellent wages and bonus for right man. 
01-669 2733 (day time) 
‘Sunbury-on-Thames 87192 (evening) 
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ERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and-Performance Cars 61-65 * Radhag and Competition Cars 66 


* Autosport Market Place 67-72 


MORRIS STAPLETON 
MOTORS LTD. 


Wiring ing. mirrors 
eeaier. 1000 GT engine 


SUPPLIED 
—<—=— a 


1969 MORRIS 
Finished 
roof. and 
mirrors. HLR.W. 


1300 Automatic 
in beige with black 
red interior, wing 


ROVER 3500, White with red 
interior, cad, wing "mirrors, 
SAGUAR Su6 42 AUTO. Power 
steering. White with black  in- 
terior, Webasto roof, "radio, 
pihite, wall, tyres, 2" owners, 


Tow. mileage i 
MORRIS "1300 ESTATE. Dark 
interior. Ex: 


matching 
tremely" clean” car, reclining 


seats, wing mirrors, wheel trims 


i300°Gr. 
interior 


1971 


1971 


22745 
1968 


wide 
is, ‘spain, ete 
CXPRi 3000 GT "xi. 
Fen green, black interior. Radio, 
1969 JAGUAR Xié 28 AUTO. Power 
Steering. In BG. with’ mate 


ing green Interior. Fitted. whi 
wall tyres, wing mirrors, etc 


1970 F 


1971 AU! 1100. “f-door’ “D/tx 
Saloon. Finished | in. midnight 
blue with matching ‘Interior. 
Fitted HRW. wing mirrors £695 
1968 FORD CORTINA 1300. 4-door 
D/Lx Saloon. Finished in beige 
with red trim. Fitted wing 
mirrors, radial tyres. Very clean 
car ess, 


BELL. & 
COLVILLLTD 


LOUs@ 


RELIANT" scinivAW GE Siw” Wadia 


ya 


awn Farsi” Pitre 


1969 JAGUAR “E" Type. F.C. 
‘Chrome wire wheels. Carmen 
red with black interior 


£1345 
1971 FORD CAPRI 30008. Finished 

fn lime green. Black vinyl roof 
with" matching Black interior. 
Fitted “Rostyle wheels. 8 track 
stereo, Racing mirrors. | owner. 
Low mileage 
VAUXHALL CRESTA POWER- 
GLIDE AUTO. Finished in white 
with matching blagk leather 
Interior. 1 owner. Fitted with 
radio, wing mirrors, wheel 
frims, ete. Taxed 
SUNBEAM ARROW ESTATE. 
Left-hand drive. Dark | green 
wah "green interior. Rostyle 
wheels, radial tyres, wing mir- 
Fors, seat belts, etc 


£1195 


£499 


FULL SERVICING AND CRASH REPAIR FACILITIES 


LEN STREET Ltd. 


MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 


IN LONDON 
01-370 4114 
mew cans 
wconfocumal. NRW, cee ree 
Fe el anctraice: nw, mon bs 


$2. 2968, Wika HRW, radio, few milenge 
se MH, ue, MAW Disp 
ELAN 54 58 FHC, 1970. Red, low mile 23 


1972, HRW. Radio. 


SPRINT DMC, 1972. Mono white. Radio 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, SWIO 


(see 


QUALITY USED 
ENGLISH AND 
AMERICAN CARS 


‘in light blue 
ie interior, twin 
blue coach lines, fitted with mag 
Wheels, radio, wing mirrors, ete 
HILUMAN IMP. ‘blue, matching 
Interior, good runner. MoT ete 
CORTINA. 1800 SUPER Mk Il 
ied in white, with 
wing mirrors, 
Ver 


1967 


INE 
Finished in 


7s. 
brown, flared wheel arches, rally 


seats, wide wheels, spot lights, 
extremely nice car £385 
1965 FORD ANGLIA Maroon’ with 
matching interior. Clean little 
ca £165 
1971 FORD "ZODIAC. Autonatic 


PAS. Radio, sunroof, HRW. 
Finished in ‘Tawny with black 
leather and velour upholstery 
BRAND NEW, NEVER USED 
FLETCHER ARROW 16, Finished 

ing. Fe 


in” white with m4 
trim” Fitted with new’ Snipe 
trailer. Also new 115 hp. Mer- 
cury engine. Asbolutely beauti- 
ful. Alle under warranty. Pre 
VAT. Price 

ALSO AVAILABLE two’ i971 
Mach i Mustang. 1971 Con- 
vertible Mustang, all auto with 
Bower steering ete, Plus many 


H.P. TERMS & INSURANCE - PART EXCHANGES 


40-44 WESTERN AVENUE, ACTON, W3. PHONE 01-743 0671 


BUSINESS HOURS : 9am-7pm. 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 26, 15 


1970 Porsche 911S. 


Polar white, black trim. Low mileage. 
Sundym tinted glass, electric windows, 
electric sunroof, radio and stereo. 
Magnificently kept and in mint 
condition. Director's car. 


£3,495 ono. 
Tel: 01-459 6534. 


LOTUS 


LOTUS WANTED 
Caterham Car Sales, the Lotus Seven 
concessionaires, urgently require good 
condition Lotus Seven, Elan and Europa 
for cash 
Tel: Caterham 46666 or 01-794 9659. 


A972 LOTUS 7 Twin Cam. Red. 7,000 miles, re 


Wie Fie ae 


STATION GARAGE -TAPLO\ 


Station Approach, Taplow, Buth, Tel: Gurnbam 5354 or S866 
OPEN wasxoescamzem 
SUNDAYS -10AM-4PM 
FOR RENOVATION 
1954, DHG, XK 120, £275. 
Lea \Francis 2} litre open tourer, reg no 
OPB 2. Offers. 
1949 Maserati prototype body. same size 


‘as XK 120. 3 made oni. 


Morris ‘Bullnose front and rear axle and 
‘wheels, £35. 


Tol: Wadhurst 2772 (Sussex)... 
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T.V.R. 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 
TVR distributors offer comprehensive 
range of used TVRs “M series,” Tuscan 
Vixen. Late models wanted for cash. 
Caterham 46666 or 01-794 9659. 
(e278) 


Seamer 125 


1963, automatic, 47,000 miles. Service 
history. €x avid Brown personal car. 
Roman purple, red leather interior. 
Taxed, £1299. 

Tel: Mike Lavers 01-622 0550. 


JOS RANDLES 


Toms +28 13076. 
Lowe +28 1230/6, 

1971 MGB GT. 0/0. Bive 

1908 Lotus 7 

970 Jaguar XJ6 Auiomatic 

3970 Aston Martin VB. 1 owner 

1969 (April) Lancia Fulvia 1300. Bive 


41970 Aston Martin O86 Mk II. 1 owner 
EM {RY Eneyator Valent. VIP wr conaivcn, 


1969 TRE. Hard end vote cops 
1989 Flat 124 Sport 

1872 Europe. Orange 

41970 Escort Twin Cam. 1800 ce 
1969 (series) Scimitar GTE 


1969 Alte 1780 GTV 
3972 Austin 1300 GT 
1968 Midget 

1069 Gitbern Genie 


$100 miles 


E-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


TVR VIXEN 


1908, 52, 18005. Pale, metalic blue. BRAND NEW 


Condition, Genuine reeson for aul 
Eso. 


rings) 


+ FREE INSURANCE FOR BUYER 


AUTOEXTRA 
PROJECTS LTD. 


the firm that knows and cares about 
BMW cars. 

dampers. Uprated 

Small stosrin 

1 Fully sahueuable.aiterol 

ally ‘ol 

headiamps. Tailored lamp 

Special exhaust system: 

Various stages ‘of engine modifications to 

bun your requirements: In fact. all the 

Serra your” BMW. dealer” probably 

doesn’t even know about, Why not give 

tis a ring on 01-970 @2a2, 


18A ASTWOOD MEWS, 
London, SW7. 


MAY 1972 DATSUN 2402 


in white. Fitted Blaupunkt stereo tape 
cassette/car radio. Approximately 6,000 
miles. This has been our directors 
personal car and as such has been ca 
fully maintained by our own staff. New 
price including extras £2,750. 


OUR PRICE £2,075 
MEERSBROOK GARAGE 
TOP OF ALBERT ROAD 


SHEFFIELD 8 
Tel: Sheffield 57315 


SALEHURST GARAGE 
Robertsbridge, Sussex 
Tel : 058088 277 


1969 Jaguar XJ6 4.2. Radio, tape- 
deck. White ..... . £1925 
1965 Aston Martin DBS Convertible. 
Taxed £1450 


1969 Abarth Radbarn 1300 Coupé. 
‘Sun roof, mag wheels £845 


1968 Triumph TR5 Pl. Overdrive. 
Radio £795 


1968 Fiat 124 Sports Coupé. Blue 
£795 


1968 125 Saloon. Beige £495 
1967 Austin-Healey Sprite. Hard and 
soft top £395 


LUE) Se [sports cars *= 


4. Li 


PERSONAL EXPORT—WMGs and AUSTIN S, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


~~ 


& 


LOTUS PLUS 2 S 130/5. Lagoon blue 
(monotone), black interior. Tinted 
front screen, elect HRW. 

Rich tawny/silver, oatmeal interior 
Radio, tinted glass, HRW, alloy 
wheels. Demonstrator avaitable 


Pa! NEW AUSTINS 
MAXI 1750. Teal blue, HRW 

(ete! MAXI 1750 HL. Glacier white 
MAXI 1750. Glacier white. HRW 
‘MINI 1000 GS Special Custom 
CLUBMAN 1275 GT. Glacier white 
1300 4-door. Glacier white 


MGB GT. Blaze, o/d. T/glass 
MGB GT. Damask, 0/d. Auto belts 
MGB SPORTS. Automatic. Teal blue 
MGB SPORTS. Black tulip, 0/d. Servo 
MGB SPORTS. Damask red, 0/4. Servo 
MG MIDGET. Green maliard 


RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE. 


Hours of busine: 


10 am-8 pm Mon.-Fri 


10 am-7 pm Sat 
SELECTION FROM STOCK 


ROBIN HAMILTON offers 


Aston Martin DB6, Mk 1, 1970. Auto 
Matic, power stearing, fuel injection 
13,000 miles only. Magnificent condition 

Aston Martin DB4 GT A 
racing car. 

Reliant Scimitar GTE. 
overdrive. Many extras. 
dition. 

Reliant. Scimitar GTE 
Excellent example. 

Dutton, 1972 
Many extras. 


Alvis racing car. 


very famous 


1972, Manual with 
Superb con: 


1970. Automatic 


(similar to Lotus Seven) 
Tremendous fun to drive. 


For full details of any of the above please 
telephone Robin Hamilton, Tutbury 2744 
(Nr Burton-on-Trent) 


TEL: 01-235 7978/9 


RIVERVIEW 
GARAGE 


® 


WHINFELL WAY, RIVERVIEW PARK, 
GRAVESEND 
NEW CARS IN STOCK 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way 
London, NW4 
Tol: 01-202 8011/2 


Sprint 
1972 LOTUS ELAN +28. 130. 
1972 model LOTUS EUROPA TC 
1870 LOTUS ELAN ~2S. Carmen red £1,625 
969 LOTUS ELAN +38. Burnt sand £1,525 


Lotus Elan +2. 130/5 speed, HRW. rich 
tawny with champagne trim, LIST PRICE 


Elan Sprint DHC. Tinted glass, lagoon 
blue, black trim LIST PRICE 


Elan Sprint, FHC. Tinted front screen, 
heated rear window, tawny white 
UST PRICE 
Parts open 7 days a week 
Parts sent COD throughout UK 
Tel 
0474-65026 


2 MGB Rosdster. 1 owner. 0/4 

1870 SCIMITAR GTE. 0/4, radio 

1972 TRS PI. O/d, 6. ‘miles, 
sereo/radio 

1971 TRE PI. 0/4, 12,000 miles 

1970 TRIUMPH ‘TRé Pl. 0/4, ‘radio £1,199 

1968 TRIUMPH TRS Pi. 0/4, 9 
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FOR 
IMMEDIATE 


DELIVERY 


IAN ANTHONY (SALES) LTD. 


Park Hills, Manchester Road, Bury, Lancs. 


TEL: 061-761 2221 


GERRY MARSHALL offers 


1972 Ferrari Dino. Immaculate throughout 
1 owner. Low mileage. Finished in red. 
Extras include 8-track stero £4895 


1971 Triumph Stag Automatic. Hard and 
soft tops. White. 1 owner. Radio, electric 
windows, HRW, Spotless condition £2195 
1971 Lotus +28130. 1 owner. 22,000 
milas. Duotone red and silver. Fitted sun 


roof, radio/stereo, HRW, etc. Absolutely 
immaculate £1895 


1971 Mercedes 280SE. 3.5. V8, Metallic 
silver with black trim, Excellent condition 
throughout £4395 


4971 (K reg) BMW 2002. Canary yellow, 
black interior, Absolutely mint condition 
throughout, Low mileage £1745 


1972 Datsun 240Z. Red. 1 owner. Radio 
HRW. 15,000 miles. Superb condition 
£1965 


1971 Jaguar E-Ty 
Yellow. Fitted 
‘owner. Imma: 


V12 2+2, Automatic. 
radio/stereo. HRW. 1 
late condition £3095 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD LTD. 


Tel; Shetfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORT 
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HINE & WHITE 


107 Aston Main. Datecine sere: CWW. 20600 
eases 


re Re 


197 Volvo, 164, Grand Lun. Meraiic, gold 
1971 Lancia Futvia 2000, Metaive gotd/biect, trim. 
7 eccreban ti998 


1872, (June) Molve, 380068; Red. black imtasg, 


1967 GT8. White, black trim. Radio, w/w £578 


1970 E-Type 42 FHC. Red/biack intenor. Chrome 
Mea: Webvofaterse, sun Woot aa 


197% Scimitar. Whi, black intanor. * ee 
Smiles. Radio Bess 


1872 Oct) Dataun 190 68S, Green/brown ing 
Teds chien ony. owner ens 


1009 (ee r4a) Range Rover. Green/Deon inte 


1969 Rover 3500, White/red intenor. 1 owner, Full 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


ALFA ROMEO - LOTUS 
JENSEN-JENSEN-HEALEY 


Essex Distributo 
FIAT DEALERS 


GRANGE MOTORS 


BROOK ST “BRENTWOOD -Te! 216 


DERBY ROAD 
GARAGE 


in stock 
All aspects of rally preparation 
carried out. Groups 1-5. 
(Just off M1 at intersection 27) 


Tel: Kirkby-in-Ashfield 3257 


GRAND 
RACING SALE 


Merlyn Mk 28. Newly rebuilt Scholar 
engine, ex-Ameilo BOC champion car. 
£1,300. 


TVR 3000M, 1973. 2,500 miles. 
Porsche yellow, 7-inch Woolfe r 
wheels, sun roof, radio, £2,600 car, 
what offers ? 


e 


Suzuki Trial Cat 
September 1972. 350 miles only. Ideal 
paddock transport. Cost £240, offers ? 


Tel: Braintree 3099 after 7pm. 


Pi haattheiceeshnih rerkake ete 
AMERICAN CAR? 
CONTACT THE EXPERTS 


D. B. MOTORS 


OF LEICESTER 
Specialised selection 1984-1972 
FULL WARRANTY AND UP TO 2 YEARS 
PRE SERVICING 
YeL: 0533 24343 (Soles). 


We noo 9, good rangesof spare paris in stock 


motorcycle, new 


Sports and Performance Cars 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


* Racing and Competition Cars 66 ~ Autosport Market Place 67-72 


GEARBOXES 


WANTED 
Racing car spares, current or 
Must be in good condition 


WE ARE NOW OPEN AND ABLE TO RACE PREPARE ENGINES. GEARBOXES, CARS, ETC. 


GABRIEL KONIG’S 
RACE WINNING GROUP 1 CAMARO 


6 International victories, 3 club wins, 1972, plus 9 lap 

records. Tax paid. Slight body damage. Including compre- 

hensive spares, wheels, wishbones, crown wheel and 

pinion, limited’ slip, haif shafts, numerous engine and 

electrical spares with gaskets. See the car at Cliff Davies. 
£2,500, 


Tel : 01-748 5689. 


Van, Diemen International 
Racing Service Ltd. 


(Formerly Ralph Firman Racing Preparations) 
Motor racing is our business. 
F/Atlantic. Fi 
mechanics, 
Contract or 
used racing spares. Varley batteries and equipment. Fal 
of wishbones, radius rods. Chassis and crash repairs. Lotus 
and Merlyn our speciality. 
‘The Hanger, Roudham, Norwich NOR 17X, Norfolk 


Tel: East Harling 488 


uesrtanra tetany citi ty 


9 am - 6 pm 


3 gusicn un p2 mosis SuaGSIE, complete win seare 


Home 01-954 4250 
and 01-203 2713 


FORMULA 5000 BARTS CHEVROLET 


unused since rebuilt, dry sump oil system, Corrilla 
rods. Latest Barts internals. Without inductions £1350, 
with Lucas fuel injection £2300. 


ALEXIS CARS LTD. 
Halloughton Grange, 
Whitacre, Coleshill, 

Nr Birmingham. 
Tel: Furnace End 401. 


START OR DEVELOP YOUR 
SALES CAREER WITH A 
PACE SETTING PUBLISHER 


Haymarket Publishing Limited have ten 
for men or girls, in the ™ 
these vacancies | requir pr 
training will be given. Others are for 
who ‘seek managerial positions. 
Salaries range from £1200 to £2250 with a generous bonus 
ome. 
se vacancies need to be filled immediately. 
If you are interested contact Rodney Powell. Tel: 01-636 3600 


ee SES BS 
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RACING AND GOMPETITION CARS 


‘Sports and Performance Cars 61-65 ~ Racing and Competition Cars 66 * Autosport Market Place 67-72 


PREM 


_AUTOSPORT MAR KET 


‘Spots and Performance Cars 61-65 ~ Racing and Competition Cars * Autosport Market Place 67-72 


TIM WALTON MOTOR ACCESSORIES 


4 FLEET ROAD, FL EXPERIENCED FORMULA 


ones 5000 RACE MECHANIC 


WE CATER FOR THE RALLYIST AT OUR URGENTLY REQUIRED 
RACE & RALLY CENTRE 


ockists for—SUPERSPORT. JANSPEED, MAG., REVOLUTION Excellent wages and bonus for right man, 
aisie CARELLO CLUB, etc—10% discount for comp licence 


jor. No deposit credit terms avaitable. 01-669 2733 (day time) 
Sunbury-on-Thames 87192 (evening) = 


A FURTHER PRODUCT FROM CHEVRON CARS 
WING SPARES 
S.H.A.R.P. RACING Verious body section, 


|, new and secondhand, for 
Chevron sports cars B16/B19/B21. Also various tyres, 

In addition to numbers and backgrounds we now new and used, for sports cars/F5000/F2. 

have Pit Signalling Boards. Extremely light and durable. x 

Complete with three sets of numbers 0-9. Carrying Tel: BOLTON 45151 

bag. Ask for Derek Bennet 

Four runners for lap time, position and driver's name. 

Extra slot in name boards. 


Al id I in Day-Gk i 
Beaiteoioliang Varanspap. SHAWSPEED 
Bpscecscuhialiteane are vps Sys. Akorens sures PR EPARAT TONS 


S.H.A.R.P. RACING TEL: TARVIN 40133 


Deliorto distributors tor Cheshire 
3 BRIGHTON PLACE, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX. Tecalemit petrol injection, cams, engine, boring and 
balancing, heads, exhausts and manifold, specialists in 
Preparation and development of rally cars. Exchange 
service. 


conseay, ConToUR, CAR HOOD, 


te Seat TERRY HUNTER, PADDY HOPKIN. 


Sioush Speed, 

wre 298 High Stret 
Stoush, Bucks 

rei, Sioush 360 


WESSEX RACING DEVELOPMENTS 


DAMAGED CARS 


Teehone PERNOOWN 71069 (re Bigg vooae = 
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‘Severe sslecion of bucket/nigh back and reclining eats 


1 reboring, grinding, surtacina, ES ae re St Cabin, 86 TE 
Hine ering, pistons, askets, Bearings, cams in stock 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 61-65 ~ Racing and Competition Cars . 66 - Autosport Market Place 67-72 


BDA TWIN- cam @| Sc 


ese eee 


EXPORT SERVICES 
ALL OVERSEAS SUPPLY PROBLEMS SOLVED 


‘All seal, twin cam. Lite vend 1300 


RYT tee ES 


turensricens aot, ire ue, imiates gy 


are Se a 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


AEDUILDS—AEPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 
"AND RATIOS. 


24-hour 23 


TRAILERS 


a meaicirebuild Y2ton to tons 


ALevaAms, Conoom Boao, sawston 


_ SAFETY GLASS 


patie is “one 
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PROTECT | PROTECT PROTECT 
YOUR FACE YOUR HEAD YOUR BODY 


with an 

IGD SAFETY VISOR ++. with a . + .with 
SNELL 1971 LINEA SPORT FPT 

(Fits Bell or Trackstar approved *racewear as worn 

helmets) TRACKSTAR HELMET by leading drivers 


Sole UK distributors GORDON SPICE LIMITEDStaines 57867 


BMW SPARES 


NEW AND SECONDHAND AUSTIN, MORRIS & MG DEALERS 
SPECIAL TUNING PARTS ur world-famous of conversions for 


Paty : Linea sport FPT 
racewear 
your list of stockists 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD Road & Racing (Holborn) Ltd 


8 Procter Street, London WC1 
by es 01-242 3080 
‘A minimum of 25% discount on all WEBER CARBURETTERS aindalia ys ecaiek 


BMW spares both body and mechanical. tramps: Aur Cieenere, Go 48 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, 


All tuning parts er Unita Bucks 
ock, delivery wit! 0296 85359 


MERCEDES Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 


i 
TOYOTA HOWE CAMS Tegepu. Greets Lincoln Road, 
oe. 0733 68247 


EXHAUSTS WEBERS 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Holtyville Cafe, Main Road. 01-688 3881 
rea Ribasacee (rear oresde taco) The finest jn, protective raoewoor, ae 
‘Tet: 2347 (Kent) DRIVERS 


re also 
yoors, 
MONZA MOTOR COMPANY. 
Reor of 35 Quarry Road, 
‘Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Tol: Tunbridge Wells 23093. 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE 

CARBURETTER CO. ic eed 

364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE CITY SPEED SHOP 

LONDON NW2 2Q) 01-588 3881.76 Bishopsgate. London EC2 
Tel: 01-455 3039 


BMW SPARES J. S. WHITEHEAD (ENG.) 


Aumininum oe soiteaiscount on ah BMW spares ‘Motoring News Rally Champs 1971 


oth body I “Ail special tuning 

parts available. Ht not ex-stock, detvery within ¥ OFFER A PERSONAL SERVICE 

for your race and rally preparation. 
Ford Twin-Cam, BDA, etc and 
Cooper “S” spares stocked 


City Speed Shop 
76 Bishopsgate, London EC2 


ALEY BARS 
CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, 
(LONDON NW2 20) 
TEL: 01-455 3039 


Largest stocks in London, including FIA 
bars 


EXPERT MAPS FOR 
* EXPERT NAVIGATORS 


‘White navigates Nigel 


‘orsche, Toyota and NSU spares 


Genuine Peter Bryant replica fully marked 
maps.” €1,50-€3.80," according» “to” map 


MONZA MOTOR COMPANY 


BEAL LANE, SHAW, OLDHAM Phone/write for details: 
REAR OF 35 QUARRY ROAD. iy MEA. LDS 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Tel: Shaw 46079 Grange Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey. 
TEL: TUNBRIDGE WELLS 23093 o1-689 1454 G4 hours). 


EXPERT MAPS ‘STOP PRESS. Paul White navigates Nigel Rockey to victory with these 
maps. First Red Dragon, First Bristow. 
FOR Genuine Peter Bryant replica fully marked maps. £1.50-€3.50 according to 
map numbers. 


EXPERT Phone/write for details gabe Git 


Grange Road, Thomton Heath, Surrey. 


NAVIGATORS Tel: 01-689 1454 (24 hours) 2 
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The most efficient 
carburettor in the 
world. 


From the most efficient 
conversion specialists in the 
world. 


We are the world’s largest 
manufacturers of Weber, 
SU, CD Stromberg Carbur- 
ettor Kits. Heads, Cams, 


We can supply a Weber Car- 
burettor to fit your car, com- 
plete with gas-flowed inlet 
manifold and full linkages. 


Exhaust Manifolds supp! 
to all main tuning specialists. Trade & Export 


enquiries welcome 


Official Distributor 


—., 
CONVERSION & TUNING — 


TUNING MANUAL & SPEED EQUIPMENT CATALOGUE 25p 
CONVERSION & TUNING CENTRE LTD, 45a TULSE HILL, BRIXTON, LONDON, SW2 2TW 
Tel : 01-674 6014, 01-674 2786 ; also at 41 Norwood Road, London, SE24 
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Ls 


PIONEER GARAGE 
Pinhoe, Exeter. 


A GUIDE TO SERVICE AGENTS 


DEVON 
Main Sports Car Dealer 


DAVE SMITH ENGINEERING LTD. 
214a Wanstead Park Road, 
Cranbrook, Ilford. 


ESSEX 
Specialists in the development 


of Lotus twin-cams & BDA’s 1300 cc — 1800 ce 


(0392) 67161 


Tel: 
01-554 6194 


FORGE GARAGE 
Ladbroke, Nr. Southam 
Leamington Spa 


WARWICKSHIRE 


Tel: 
092-681 2379 


HOMEND GARAGE 
The Homend, Ledbury 


HEREFORDSHIRE 


Tel: Ledbury 
2053 


FAIRFIELD GARAGE 
Dundonald Drive, 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 


Tel: Southend 
75632 
Tel: Southend 
710871 


RANSCOMBE SPORTS CARS 
25 Orchard Road, 
Stevenage, Herts, $.G.1 3.H.E. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


Tel: Stevenage 
51859 


LEN STREET LTD. 
67-69 Drayton Gardens, 
Chelsea, London S.W.10 


LONDON 
First class service by 
8 fully trained Lotus mechanics 


Tel: 
01-370 4114 


JAN WALKER LTD 
236 Woodhouse Road 
Finchley N.12 


LONDON 


Lotus specialists for 16 years 
Spares, Service & Conversions 


Tel: 
01-368 6281 


JOHN BRUNDLE MOTORS LTD 
Fourways Garage, 
Tottenhill, Nr. Kings Lynn. 


NORFOLK 


Tel: 
055-381 406 


GRIERSON & GRAHAM LTD 
Academy Street, 
Dumfries 


S.W. SCOTLAND 


QUADRIFOGLIO MOTORS LTD 
Dorset Street, Southampton 


HAMPSHIRE 


Tel: Southampton 
29003 


P.E.A.R. Ltd. 
Riverside Garage 
London Road, St. Ives, Hunts. 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE 


24 hour C.0.D. Parts Service 


Tel: 048-06 2952 
(Stores) 62961 


GRIFF GRIFFITHS (Windsor) 
441 St. Leonards Road, 
Windsor, Berks. 


BERKSHIRE 


Additional services available for Lotus owners 
crankshaft, piston and con-rod balancing. 


RIVERVIEW GARAGE 


Tel: Windsor 
60291 


KENT 


Whinfell Way, Riverview Park Estate, 


Gravesend, Kent 


CUBLEYS CARS SALES 
109 Eastbank St., Southport 
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Selection of cars in stock 


LANCASHIRE 


All models for immediate delivery. 


MEnenT ANO 1s NOT A COMPLETE 


Tel: Gravesend 
65026/63907 


Tel: Southport 
79080 


ST OF OEALERS 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


NORTH EAST PETER CLARKE UPTUNE 


AUTOS LTD. UPSHIRE 
BELMONT WHARF, SKIPTON SERVICE 
023 IRL STATION 
Tel: SKIPTON 3218 UPSHIRE ROAD, 
400 BHP ROLLING ROAD eee 
CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC BAY : 
ALDON GO FORD PERFORMANCE ib ‘(o) Bee8o, 
ROLLING SPECIALISTS 


Ford Performance Specialists 
7 R ENGINE REBUILDING Full Dynamometer Service 
alaon OAD 


pe (TuNesron] MORSPEED 
oan Seve Rolling road tuned 
“am Engine tune clinic for private cars set the pace 
patients only. Rolling road test- 


ing up to 300 bhp at is. SPECIALIST CONVERSIONS 
B. E. COCKS & Cco., DUAL I GF346 66% PERFORMANCE TUNING 
NE NCAMBRIDGE. F = MORSPEED CONVERSIONS 
Tae TpNING 
SUN TUNING DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE { ~) ‘ond CS) LID. 
ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES aa P| ail waiomel 
—— ede ' ; 


© TRIUMPH _— oo Birmingham 3. 
= Tel : 021-236 0248 


Tel: Cambridge (0223) 65111 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 
Classification heading J (rake of car, te 


For office use only _[ 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
ENGINE TUNING 


BORING TUFTRIDING ‘SPECIALISED PISTONS GASKETS 
BALANCING e CRACK Test @ MACHINING RINGS CAMSHAFTS: 
CRANK GRINDING SHOT PEEN UNDERTAKEN BEARINGS. ETC. 


UNIT 2. TRUMPERS WAY ESTATE 
Ithorne Eng. Co. ee Thy TEL: (HANWELL) 01-571-0911/2 


GORDON SMITH excixeerie ur 


LWAY: AD! ELECTRONIC BALANCING @ CRANKSHAFT. GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 
Al ‘S AHEAD @ FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING 2. SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 
RECONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR STEEL CAPS, @ TUFTRIDING 


SUPPLIERS of 


@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 
Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, 
Tel: 021-550 3211/2 


AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARROW) Lotus 


FOR_A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc. SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


ALSO FOR: 
PISTONS TUNING AND CONVERSION 
BEARINGS SPECIALISTS 
ECTION ee SPEEDWAY MOTOR 
* TUFTRIDING SEALS ENT /eB ALFRED ROAD. 


LONDON, w2. 
‘ wa |, W2. 
7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALDSTONE, HARROW. MIDDLESEX - 01-863 6660 Tet: 01-289 0030 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
: - to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Competition Preparation. 
Collection & Delivery Service available. 


UNGSTON 
| jorenOBILe DEVELGPRTETT— 
Engine tune clinic for 


Leyland 
tae private patients only. Roll- : is LAVERS 
6616 ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels. NEV 
ENGINE TUNING ere ee (ALL 
‘ond is is an advertisement RACING 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC and is not intended 


as a full list. 


We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


123/133 Larkhall Lane, London 8.W.4. 
tel: 01-62-0550 


%& 24 HOUR BALANCING SERVICE * ENGINE SERVICES 


12 Crown Lane, Stourbridge, 
Wores. 
Tel: 03843 3457 or 71638 
(Stourbridge) 


DYNAMIC BALANCING 
A Service for the West of England SPecuusTs a> 
lance it needs for 


TWIN-CAM & B.D.A. 


Boring, sleeving, crank grinding. 


For the Development and Re-building of the above engines. ‘Contact 


dave smith eng. Itd. 
931 (Wroughton, Wits): 214a Wanstead Park Road, Crawbrook, Ilford, Essex. 01 554 6194 
BASSET DOWN LTD, SWINDON SN4 3QP STOCKISTS FOR LOTUS & COSWORTH SPARES 


Drive a Miche 


It makes a good car bette 


When you fit Michelin Radials to your 
car—no matter what make or model 
it is- remarkable changes come 

over it... 

— in positive cornering 

— in tidy acceleration 

—in controlled braking 


Michelin Tyre Co r 
ae G1 Fudhans Rood, Contos SWIERD: 


